=i

A

Wavelength

100 more officers needed by 1974
- Bulk Shipping
appoints six
new masters
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New Ze
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fishing vessel aground on the
reef with heavy seas breaking
over it
Walker told Near darkness, said
Zaida picke Captain  Walk the rafts
m the Taiwan were again sighted, still off
30am on 3 the reef, but i« close to it

for Zaida to approach. The
at boat had been lost trying to
get clear of the reef

Shortly afterwards Zaida
ts and a boat lost sight of the rafts in the
eck. Half an gloom and rain but at about 8
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Guide dog

appeal

de dog for the blind
launched by the
Crew of OCL's
Bay has topped
the £50 mark

I'he Encounter Bay's crew
to raise £500 that’s
it costs to train a guide
and when, last week
ted up the money
collected so far ot
€51. This has been
to purchase premium

and everyone con
h the appeal is
at least one of
click™ before very
long so as to give the fund a

these v

reader who wishes to
ute to the fund should
eir donations to the
Manager, Container
Limited, Navigation
London, EC3N IPT

Con ulations to
Richard our Shore
Staff tment and

Development
passing the

Officer, on
Institute of
Management
¥ and becoming a
Graduate Member

Preparation for the exam
involved him in two years'
study and attendance at
Croydon Technical College
evening classes

examina!

from the sea and a search was
carried out by Zaida's port
lifeboat. In the rough seas
and high winds the boat
could find nothing and
returned at 10.10 pm.

The next day brought
success, however. In the
morning light a liferaft was
seen and six men were picked
up. Soon afterwards a second
raft carrying five men, and a
third with six men, were
sighted

.. Zaida saves 17 fishermen




BULK SHIPPING DIVISION

Second LPG carrier enters service
Within days of the 22,500 ‘:

dwt Gambada being launched
st Cammell Laird's, the P& O <
house flag was being hoisted
n board the 38000 dwit
Garmula as she prepared to

on her maiden voyage to

ila had carlier heer

er by Moss Rosen
and the ship's
10K asted by Captamn
Balley, Mr G Tuke (Technical
Services  Division’s  Groug
Manager, Ship contracts and
dministration), Moss Rosen
berg, director and Mr H

berg

Now she is on charter to
Gazocean SA but in due
irse she is likely to join her

' e n '
sister  ships on charter to et
nai 1Y)

g : The P & O house flag is hoisted.

In a move designed to
further strengthen the oper-
ational and safety standards
of our current fleet of 26
specialised bulk vessels,
Captain Robert Noel has been
appointed Marine Inspector

Captain Noel will be work-
ing under the Marine
Manager, Captain G A Mar-
chant. His main responsibility
will be to improve and main-
| tain safe operational
efficiency by direct super-
vision of cargo handling and
tank cleaning  operations
throughout the Bulk Shipping
Division fleet

Born in Jersey in 1935,
Captain Noel started his sea
career with the British India
SN Co and transferred to
Trident Tankers in 1963
After serving for three years
as Chief Officer, he was
promoted to Master in 1966

In 1969 he left Trident
Tankers to join Marine Safety
Services Ltd as a Safety
Consultant

v | 3 | Congratulations

Captain Basil Thomson of
Ardvar reports on two social
events in his ship's calendar
which livened up one week in
the month of August for his
officers and crew

Peter Simpson, Ardvar's
Chief Engineering  Officer
invited officers and wives to
celebrate his “Nth" birthday
on 10 August with a pyjama
party. The Chief appeared
mmaculately attired in blue
silk  pyjamas with cravat,
cummerbund and bright red
braces

It was only later in" the
evening that the partygoers
realised his aristocratic air
was hinged directly on the
braces which hinged only
spasmodically on to s
pyJama trousers.

On 15 August, Ardvar's
petty  officers invited the
officers and wives to cele-
brate the Silver Jubilee
anniversary of the Independ-
ence of India

The PO’s skiffle band
entertained with traditional
Indian folk SONgs and
numbers from the top twenty
while numerous Indian dishes
were served

Captain Thomson hopes
Ardvar’s leading steward, Wilson D'Costa and U_-'n Lydia that no talent scouts ever
Colalo. after their wedding at the Church of St \'J“"'- spot the band or he feels [h::l
Bombay. The bride is a stenographer with Cinefone Co Pyt Ardvar could be three PO's
Ltd. short

3

1 Congratulations to Chief
Officer J M Christie and his
wife on the birth of a son,
Alistar on the 20 July

All copy
for the
November

reach
the Editor

by
3November




Retired port
Chief was
a cadet

in the

Woodarra

A song
for the
P&O’s
engineers

Dear Sir

1 served as a deck-officer
with P & O between 1955-61
and | now 1r
researching into sa
ember
ineers
verse of which was as f

I went dow

and the weather

And | got me a

P & O Line

They paint

rested

am n

s’ songs
which

sing, or

song

used to

their

ships
black and they paint their

ship white

And they work all their

juniors by day and by

night

It went to a well known
traditional tune known to
folklore enthusiasts as
Villikins and his Dinah. 1
should very much like the
remaining verses and wonder

whether any of vour sca stafl
know then
John Harrington
The Cottage
The Street
Crelingham,
Stowmarket
Suffolk

Senwr  Olhcer

Establishr
apparent
wis e

‘!. at 3

Alter the war
to the IMS R
pany which

became British Railw
fter achie r

transfer

the wd min itive
1957 where |
the capacit f
Manager

& Port

arra, and with whe
t or not, | shared the
ship’s

dan

| s 4
wpany’s sh
pany’s sh

¢ in the ¢ ps
1 and as a
! s brought up listen
the ries of - those
» the stories of those

Captain R A H Lord

arddur Road
rddur Bay

head

0 rs and ervi ]
Str e. Law. Browning. |
lust " s, M,

Wh AR 1 h \
H R/O), I I, M
HV Goater (C/O), B W Smith

George Kerr's
book
tells all

Dear Sir

In your
of July 19
5 Captai
Poole
interesting

Mat

slication
number

wr

he ended
r details

* demise
ommend
Poole (and
thers who
may not have 1 the
book) to borrow from
P& O Museum

a copy of the

ry of P & O at war

to Cq

indeed to

cruisers

whole
¢ account

Mata

devoted to t
of Bulan’s
Hari's
ever

I am

Poole

and

d
sure (
would

aplain
enjoy

's

vOoyage

nfested fonesiar
waters
P W Love
Staff Captain
ss Himalaya
Sydney

R s Fourth row: Th

w, Camph Third row

/ r. Smith. Second row
thews, Front row: Kerr (4/1F
2100). D B Lattin (310). G |

Back row: Hrigh

(ir

n, Grace, (

mas, Kirkup. ¢, Roberis
Hutton I, Falkner
Forsdy Thompson, Griffin
£, N MNEL G DSk

r{3/0) and Dr Steek

D J Bardsiey

v, Ni

. vood, D Il A Jones,
Waoodeack

1 W Clarke, 1
MacCullum, Wing,
McSwan <
Caprain J V Reilly,

wart (C/F

Dear Sir
I have cad  with
nterest tl ticle by (
Francis Poole the
ssuc  of Wavelength. Mata
Hari was sunk during the War
but 1 I remember Bulan
and also the B ships Kola
Kistna the immediate

post-war years

great
iplain

July

and mn

I received a transfer to Sir
Adamson n January

Harvey
1947 when that vessel was
employe on the ‘Nanny
Goat Mail’ between Colombo
and Tuticorin, This was soon
cancelled as | was obviously
in expenence to be
ted Third
d join Sir
on which was
tragically lost with all hands
v Tavoy and Mergui

later
y small
ugh her

post-war surve
sailing on that fine
the Rangoon Mail
I I was transferred to
Bandra. This latter ship had
taken the place of Sir Harvey
Adamson on the Rangoon to
Mergui run and | spent fifteen
very happy, hardworking and
imstructive months
Bandra

1 served

¢ months

on

under Captains

WRK Clark and Wi
Jackson. Captain Jack Wash-
brook was Chief Officer at
the time and Alan Willis was
Second Othicer, The usual run
was from Rangoon to

Moulmein, T
and return vig

woy and Mergui
the same route

with occasionally a variation

on the theme. The B | tender
Yengyua working in  the
Tavoy River was under the
command of Captain J A
Patterson, then a  Chael
Officer. The arnval of Bandra
in the Tavoy River was
considered the social event of
the calendar and the local
*burra sahibs’ (not many of
them) who could find an
excuse or persuade Captain
it

tterson to put up with their
company would contrive to
wangle a passage downriver
on Yengyua

On one occasion | was able
to make the tnp upriver
Tavoy and  back  whilst
Bandra proceeded to Mergui

o

An engineer officer
accompanied us to inspect
the tender's boilers (wood
fired, no less) and it was the
only time | have seen a B
ship carcened — well, almost.

The Cargo Superintend-

ents then based in Rangoon
were Captain C1V Maskell

Dear Sir,

I was delighted to read
Captain Francis Poole's
account of the doings of the

the J

ly issue of

Mata Har

Wavele and to see the
! of her at Telok

I the fact that she
was manned by BI officers

although owned by P& O is
explained by her having been

built onginally in 1915 as a
Bl vessel. She was not trans-
ferred to P& O until 1924
when the Bulan was built,
and doubtless it was con-
venient to continue the exist-
INg manning arranger

I imagine someone
will have told Captain Poole

S

clse

of the eventual fate of the
Mata Har, but in case not,
here it is

She was sold to the Royal
Navy in 1940 and commis-
sioned as HMS Mata Hari
being captured by the Japan-
ese in Banka Strait on 15
February 1942

While under their control
she was bombed and sunk in
Sunda Strait on the 28th of
the same month, but was
salvaged and recommissoned
later the same year as the

How the Mata Hari met her end

naval communication ship,
Yumihar.
In 1944 she became the

naval auxiliary Nichirin Maru,
and was finally bombed and
sunk west of the Ryuku
Islands on 2 March, 1945.

W A Laxon
10 Palmer Crescent
Mission Bay
Auckland 5
New Zealand

My happy months
on the Rangoon to

Merguirun . ..

and Mr (later Captain) Martin

Cockman. The latter made a

trip to Mcrgui on one
occasion and, using the
agents’  tender  (previously

towed to Mergui by Bandra),
a survey was made of the
channel leading to the Pool as
the inner anchorage off the
sea-wall was called. | distinet-
ly remember that the palms
of my hands were terribly
sore after a couple of days of
‘swinging” the lead - for once
in a perfectly legitimate and
approved cause

As far as | am aware Enc

Dewar (Chief! Engineer
Officer) and | arc the only
former Bl officers  still

ing afloat who have
experienced life on  the

Mergui run. | would be most
mterested to learn (perhaps
through the medium of Wave-
length) of the experniences of
retired personnel who knew
this service in its heyday
between the two Wars, They
would, | am sure, make quite
fascinating reading

Incidentally also in the
July issue of Wavelength you
printed the words of *Psalm
9SGS8® as related by my
friecnd and colleague Captain
Frank Heard.

There used to be a number
of Bl songs and rhymes
which were still popular when
I was a junior officer but
these have been, | fear,
mainly lost to posterity.

Onc in particular that |
recall was known as the ‘B |
Alphabet’. My tattered and
dog-cared copy was gleaned
from the late *Sailor’ Dean,
himself quite a character, but
it has long since been lost.

1 wonder if any retired B |
officer is able to provide the
words of the ‘Bl Alphabet’.

V P Harvey
Master, m s Carpentaria,
General Cargo Division.
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Dibiomat takes
ferry home

Ulster Queen
rescues
five Irish

r

trol. He
abandon ship
survivors

then gave orders to

Among the fi

rece
Honours List

Jin oined the P& O’s

I ! ance y 1930

to GSN

was mju 1
was 3 1 Dublin
boy on his first trnip to sea

none

2 15 year ¢

London

Ulster Que took the fter war service
skipper and his crew ) t sh F Tees,
Belfast from where they rdeaux in 194
planned to make their own appointed Ma

way home to Dublin

4

rousing

Captain Wi

spent whol
with the North
Orkney and
Shipping Con
Juring that tir
re tnps to |
an remember
her N
rer bout
' th s |
{ferent
will probably
ind [ ver
Al 8 y
with th N !
h ver
Ea et
Capta S
h tired
The |
1 d wh
Reading R
between
s well
Ear w
hir
Ih
with r
At I
de d ( n Sinclair receives the fish
ind danci w master of the Earl, Cay
And i

Viv Owers tnanked Captair he had been cook
Sinclair for a'l he had done coiler on  the
for Unst and Mrs May smack Orient
Sandisor presente ter two years he went
Captain  with | sea for a peniod of 15
the years, during which time he
wdmits to having spent some
Sinclair m cowboy in New
into the whil waiting for
RAF Saxa ther sea-going job
Squs He went back to Shetl
1€

nate of the
Dunng the
ar he was with the St
wre joining the Earl of
in 1944, with which
he remained be

pr second

r

master in 1965 unt
irement
Smith went
aptain 3
| ways
all over Sheu
i the North
from Whalsay to the
tip of Unst
crew of One would think™, said
These presentations Mr Smith, “that one who has
were watched by crew and led an active life would
staff, past and present, who find difficult to pass the
heard Purser Smith say that tume n retirement, but
Captain Sinclair was one of Captain Sinclair has many

interests, He is a pillar of the
‘Big Kirk' , and a2 member of

1an left w
1 shipping 1

the few

the Masonic Lodge and its
fact, 1924 when recreational club™
nclair the Captain Sinclair reply
North Company as a crane to Mr Smith, said that he did
boy the St Sunniva. Be not quite know how to go

of his time to the British
wnity in Bordeaux
many

Acknowledged as
list in wines
s played a

7

local

activities

part in Franco Britanniq nclude being Vice Chairman
wctivities as wine shippers of the British Chamber of
from probably the world's Commerce, President of the
most fa us wine region to I British Legio Hon
destinations as far away as Governor of the Com-

]

Ith and Continental
ty. and a Lay-
r of St Nicholas Church

1 ¢ is also on the Committees
uct, of Association France-Grande
Bretagne and the Bordeaux
Bristol Association

ind the
1dit

day wor
with his
Le Havre
Boulog
]

Dunkirk

has devoted great deal

_give captain a
farewell

ut thanking everyone. He
had to admit he would have
been happier taking the Eard
into Skermries with a north
¢bb tide!

I'he Captain said it seemed
last ye that he
e down the pier to join 2

east wind and an

first

car

North Comps ship, a “poor
peeric  boy He had been
d on that

find another

boy even peener

than himsell in fact on
board. That other boy was

Robbie Tulloch, and Captain
Sinclair was just as pleased to
see him in the audience now

as he had been on that first
occasion

Mr Scott who, with his
wife, had flown up from

Aberdeen

occasion

especially for the
welcomed Captain
David C Gray, who has taken
over from Captain Sinclair as
master of the Ear

Before extending his own

good wishes to Captain
Sinclair, Mr Scott passed
congratulations from the staff

in Aberdeen and Orkney and
from Lady Geddes, who
extended the good wishes of
the P & O Company

Mr Scott had also
asked to pass on a

been
message

from Mr Edward Thomason,
who

County Convener,

OBE for Bordeaux manager

Jim Clark

~—

rod from Purser William Smith. Looki

on in the centre

“Good, well maintain
cd communications are
essential in any developing
progressive community. To
provide these on the rock-
strewn exposed castern sea-
board of Shetland involves a
constant commitment of skill
and effort. For nigh on 30
years your name and that of
the Ear have been
synonymous. As the name of
the late Captain Spence and
Purser Davy Gray were identi-
fied with the old Ear, so has
yours come to be linked with
her successor

“On behalf of the people
of Shetland, and particularly
the residents of the North
Isles | offer you all good
wishes for a happy and
mteresting retirement. On a
personal note, it seems a
short time indeed since |
waltched you start as a crane
boy on the old Sunniva

“A new era lies before us

before another twelve
months the first of the
vehicle fernies will be in
service. 1 would like to think

you all pass to your crew
past and present, aboard the
Earl tonight the acknowledge-
ment of Zetland County
Council for their many years
of toil

“Again on a personal
note, 1 would like to think
that you will spare a thought
for a dear friend of us all now
departed Bertie Pearson

In addition to congratula-
tory telegrams there was a
letter from Lerwick Harbour
Trust wishing Captain Sinc
a happy retirement

Captain David Gray has
been with the North of
Scotland Company since
1961 when he was second

{ mate on the St Rognvald for

a short time before becoming
second on the St Magnus

After two and a half years
with that vessel he becam
second mate on the St Cla
taking up the post of mate on
the Earl of Zetland in 1965
Captain Gray has spent all his
working life at sea




EUROPEAN AND AIR TRANSPORT DIVISION

Eagle crew'’s

swift a

ction

saves Germa
seaman’s life

Prompt action by
seastafl  undoubtedly
the life of a you
German scaman
igjured in an accident last
month on board the 2.600-
ton cargo ship, Elster

Eagle taking part in her
second epic sea rescue wit
four months ked up the
Elster's call for help in the
Bay of Biscay while on her
way from Lisbon to South
ampton

The Elster, boun
Algena from her hor
of Rostock .
medical assistance
an engine  room
while she was off Cape
Finisterre

Eagle's
saved

East
seriously

following
accident

Eagle’s master, Captain
Gordon I\‘c:‘.\h.x\\.', fixed a
rendez with the Elster
and within an hour and amid

a torce

gave
accident boat to be
with Chief  Off
Rowland in charge

Critical

Wi Second Officer D
Best 1 Third F neers
Tutt

John \IA ss and Colin
r the launch

en Bezant
arn H\Iplrl Richard
Foster, Malcolm 1

T« Neil the
Jurgen
who had lost an

suffered critical head injuries,
was taken on board for
irgently-needed treatment

took just nine

The transfer
minutes.

in Eagle's fully
hospital, the ship's

Dr |

st

Manle
aided by for

. passen
ne Jull ad

and Nurse Je
Tucker

required r
mtensive car

A call istance was
flashed to t h navy at
Brest but because of the

distance 2 imminent dark

ness a helicopter lift was
ruled out. As a dive
Brest would have been

quicker, Captain Re
radioed the Roys y
controller at Plymouth to ask
if they could help

Back came the
they could and
was arranged fol
hours of lh\

following
morning 40 miles from Eddy-

a pick-up

dged Y-\ "I.' least

stone Lighthou

point )
harmful to the injured man
Shortly before 5 am two

RN Sea King helicopters were

hovenng over Eagle in semi-
darkness after flying from
Culdrose, Rough following

seas were running and a “h
force six wind blowing, but
the skill of one of the pilots

led 1o a trouble-free transfer
from the sun deck just
forward of Eagle's twin
funnels

Said Captain
“It was an

Renshawe,
wgnificent display
of piloting as it must have
been most difficult for the
pilot to hover for 12 minutes

SUS No 2

was involved

sea  rescue
took on
board a African
! cadet from the
Castle Line's
Graham The
* was crossing the

of Biscay on her

way home from Lisbon
when she picked
! Grah
call. Later,
after g mid-ocean
rendezvous, the cadet
acute abdom

er-
by
expert
on the
ferry's
surgeon
medical  staff
cadet un il
rival in

»-up for Southern Ferries’ hostesses and purserettes to show off their new blue uniforms. Seen on board Eagle,
Pat Coxetter, Sheila Whitworth, Gillian Lang, Eileen Crone, Jenny Manley-Tucker and Jean

Rippingalt

are: Freda Rawlings,

only five feet above our sun
deck.”

Ihe rescue helicopter and
its escort then flew Herr
Matschke to Truro Hospital
where  he underwent an
emergency operation shortly
after arnval

Throughout  the
gency
kept fu

cmer
Eagle’s passengers were
informed

ol rescue

plans by Hostess Eileen Crone
and  her  staff.  Passengers
nxious 1o help in their own

way, organised a fund and
collected £203.830p to help the
young East German during his
stay in Bntain

Eagle's medical staff and

their volunteer helpers were
on ¢con wus duty through-
out the rescue, while Radio
Officers Stewart McGee and
lain Petrie were called on to
show swift mitiative in con
tacting shore-based rescuce
services

Added Captain Renshawe
“1 was very impressed and
proud of all Eagle's crew. All
departments were most
nxious to help where pos-
d ensured the

an passen

gers suffered
ence I'he Royal
organisation was, as
very efficient and
pable.”

Herr Matschke left T
Hospital on 1 September
£0 home to East Germany

* Inconveni
N |\\

‘ml],n,—

ro

Vehicle shippers to

advise on vintage
bodied Panther car

Specialist
pers Clanidge
part of the
Transport

been

advisors
Winds Ltd

e-bodied

vinta
1.72
Bu

J'lll}

Panther has hun ;\nm« ily
the
et where ther

produ

me uhl\
modern ¢

Co

1o classic
ind pow

for

for

powered
gines
ntinental

vehicle
It & C¢

Anglo Oversea
Group
appointed
to Panther
who 1

including Germany
France and Scandinavia
and the USA are the prime

export arcas and orders
from the USA have
already been placed. If the
current demand and

enquiries are maintained,

the car could shortly be
marketed on a world-wide
basis

Claridge Holt have
specialised in the overseas
movement of motor
vehicles since 1912, At the
moment they are carrying
out an nvestigation into
the most suitable methods
of shipping this unique car

in the salest way on the
most  economical  basis
Costs at present are being
compiled for both overscas
and UK movements and it
s anticipated that ship-
ments  will  commence
carly in 1973 with annual
production quickly
ncreasing to some 300,
Our picture shows (from
left), Jim Gourlay (Group
representative), David
Franks and Robert Jankel
(both of Panther West
Winds), Jack Liptrap(Direc-
tor, Clandge Holt) andChas
Green (Export manager,
Clanidge Holt) with a J.72.

Pandair’s

Leicester
staff
move to
new

offices

Pandair Freight has moved
its Leicester staff from Baron
Street into new, purpose-built

| offices and warchousing at

Freemans Green, Leicester.
Covering over 4,000 square
feet, the new premises have
been specially designed for
the speedy handling of air
freight with such features as

| improved access and loading
| facilities

and modern tele-
communications. Self-seeking

| telephones can also connect

callers to any available lines
Pandair's move forms part
of plans to further increase its
share of the growing air
{‘n:ight market in  the
eicester area, a thrivi
of the East Midlands. S

5




EUROPEAN AND AIR TRANSPORT DIVISION

~2=="New post for
former Zillah
Shipping Co.
master

Captain J Pickthall,
formerly  Assistant  Manne
uperintendent Coast Lines
Liverpool, has been
appointed Sea Staff Manager
Liverpool with special
responsibilities for the Belfast
| Steamship Co, General Steam
| Navigation (Trading), and
Tyne-Tees Steam  Shipping
Co
Captain  Pickthall  first
went to sea in November
1930 with the Zillsh Shipping
Co and was appointed Master
in 1938
Serving with Zillah

j925 lorry’s top speed was 12 mph

ashore in 1954 as Marine
J / i Villiam McMillan, forerunner to James ! Superintendent
femy / ¢ 1 triver and firemen are John and Maleolm Lockie whose nephew, John McArthur, is a

Caprain Pickthall

In 1964 the Zillah Ship-
ping Co was ascquired by
= e i Coast Lines and Captain
Pickthall became Assistant

Three new managers | &g
«. for Airsea Freight’s

&

Congratulations to

2 - - -
Dennis Edwards, Branch
S a e S I VI S l O n Supervisor at Pandair's
i

Bnstol Airport office

and his wife on the birth
As part of the steamlining

. : Ferryscot Depot  at Wigan pany of a son, Paul, 7Ib 40z,
A | of their sales division, Airsea (Telephone: 0942-56211) J Bruce Neilson has been on 17 August
> : Freight Group Ferryscot has been appointed Manager of Airsea
4 - ) eton Shipping, Scotps g Sales Freight’s Leith office (Tele- 0 k
. and Central phone 031-554-8655), where atca es
2 ‘ gt Scotland he will be responsible for .
ppointm ‘ Based at Airsea Freight freight sales in the East of fur cllmhers
F H Darkes, | l”".| F,has G up headquarters at Scotland
PCI ppoir "," Regional g ik nrilloch (Telephone He joined the company Pandair's  Glasgow
X 041 16-7191) Mr. from a prominent air freight office hit a high spot
McArthur joined the com- company, and is well known recently by shipping
pany last December from the to exporters and importers in 136 kilos of oatcakes

sales depart
Contamners

the Leith ar

as he had and shortbread to the
previously worked for a ship- 1972 British Mount
ping and freight forwarding Everest expedition

company there

previously

Y

najor Scott

Seprem f ! '} guests at R

Department  bu v secretar E& ATD's Mr A ¢

Pandair’s South Wales
staff leave Newport

for Glamorgan airport

ght has moved its South|
n Newport to a new base at
ose) Airport nea !

1 the airport

r warchouse and of

wund facilities

planned the r
age of the incr
passing through

the

wber  of

1 South

ship of the Commander in Chief Fleet, Sir
o ess d Eagle. They were led by Surgeon Cdr.
I Cdr(E) Willie Erskine, Aviation Lt. Cdr. Malcolm Bortten, Lt. Roy
Instructor Lt. Cdr. Bob Pegler, Senior £ ngineer Paul Marshall and

Beeson. Surgeon Cdr. Wood presented a plague from HMS Fearless to
n wi

v of Fearless officers visi

Renshawe wh

top Ll : ¢ place of h.vnmur in the Captain's Cabin alongside the one

) ¢ f HMS /{"“ this plaque was presented to Captain Renshawe by the Commander just prior

Te lamorgan (Rhoose) Airport, | fo m “ e o maiden voyage on 18 May 1971. Mrs Ceri Wood, wife of the Surgeon Cdr. was
Tuils Breéss Barry, Glamorgan ( F6 9BD presenied with a souvenir paper knife mounted with the .“dfl&‘ crest.
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John Leadenhall's Diary

Orama bell
mystery:
How did it

get to
Hong Kong?

New post
for ex
master

Those readers who served
with the old New Zealand
Shipping Company will be
interested to  hear that
Captain R S Webster has been
appointed Manager of the
| P& O (NZ) office in Auck-
land. Previously he was the
company's Marine Super-
intendent

Captain  Webster joined
The New Zealand Shipping
Company 29 years 3go and
was appointed to his first
command in 1955, He suc-
ceeds Mr E F M Wilson who
has retired after 41 years with
P&O (NZ) and The New
Zeasland Shnppmg (nmpun)

Honour

I'm pleased to report that
Mr E L Claridge, Managing
Director of P & O's former
company
Motor Packing Limited, was
awarded the OBE in the
Queen's Birthday Honours

follows

n December 8, the day John
was ordained a Sacred Heart

e B L .
P 8 s H \.r\ ; N ;\
Whett } 1 . I
Or - \: l 5 t , el ‘ tq Coventry-based
fr her ge H Perhap: !
» For hos 25 : .
e e Father
‘ : g ‘ - - 14
T W in his son's
. 5 I N 5 N
e footsteps
!

Nav ( I\r

Poodle
service
earns
free
holiday
offer

Former

purser
puts his
feet up

years have
¢ I’ .\ O purser Reg

Pakistan

s R o e

. . - " * -

N hav vail th |Saster l\:“; at Highams Park,
off : I Reg had been at sea for 17

experience
of shopkeeping whatsoever
HI he and his wife, the
daughter of an antique and
rshing dealer, soon made
before long
t rs and fancy
g0O d\ \‘u\p J & J Circulating
Libraries, proved a success

Now xhc,\ have handed the
business over Lo a new owner
But their son, Ronald, aged
48, will continue to run the
toy shop next door which his
parents opened in 1946

Reg who is now 70, and
Nellie, 68, have retired to
their home in Chingford.
First, however, they set off
for a tour of Europe to
satisfy Reg's wanderlust.

“Reg wants to travel by
sea but 1 fancy flying”, said
Nellie before leaving.

owners
holiday in

Now all } a ! s
air lvy“-.:" offers grate- | still In.l‘\ known as Shal or
fully received! Shal Kot

D

Father 14 years ago
As a deacon, Mr Gaul will
work for three months at St
‘ Wythenshawe,
going on to help at the
Apor xtlu'np of the Sea hostel

¢ worked on
Catholi newspapers mn
London until he was called
up by the Navy in 1938,
uring the war he com-
ded 3 minesweeper

Soon after leaving the
service in 1948 his wife died
and, after three years as a
freelance journalist in
Doncaster, he returned to sea

For a number of years Mr
Gaul had felt a keen desire to
become a lay brother but,
because of his age, he was
turned down by a number of
religious orders.

Then he was accepted as a
student for Shrewsbury
diocese by Bishop Graser.

Fourteen days after he left
Nevasa he began his four
years' studies at the Beda
College in Rome.

Museum
appeal

An appeal for exhibits to
fumish a2 new maritime
museum at Tilbury has been
made by Thurrock Council’s
recreations committee.,

Leading councillor Mrs
Margaret Jones said the
committee would like to hear
from anybody associated
with shipping in the area.

The museum will be on
the former premises of the
local history museum and the
types of exhibits required
include ship models, cos-
tumes, flags, photographs,
prints, documents, charts,
| tools or rope knots.
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GENERAL HOLDINGS DIVISION

The tale of a

captain and
a mosquito . ..

The ( s very hot in Algiers. | come
small Fre back o my cat and |
trader very ed and | Lie dow t
made the leep. But when | turn off th

I '

Last voyag 1 { PF.F

director
dies in
Hong Kong

Mr Wally Spooner

years Forer

R&H Gr

arred  in |Ltd

Hong Kong on 2 September |years
of MJ Connor, Director of |pany i
Mackinnon Mackenzie & Co As f
ng Kong Ltd. He was |supervised the

115 vessels,

The death occ

nu JUs occasions,

large ? & O passenger ships

except Canberra and Oriana

and nx r tly the OCL
He was appointed a direc- “Bay™ class container ships

tor of the Hong Kong ( Congratulations

pany in January 1969 from all your friends at
He leaves a widow and Tilb on this outstanding

daughter achievement

8

Mackinnons
served in

his cha

fter
afte

years

came down in

ibeautiful Vigo

underfoot was
al dust, Stacks
s piled high
ertain but
ed two high
cach side of
wed iron railings,
The gates were
1 stood perplexed
g what next to do
gloom
d hat
Civile, As he
he waved his
i shook his head. His
s plain
but few words of
Spanish but two | fortunately
remembered. | had very good
ons to get outside those
tes. | said “Bebida” a
dnnk, then “Much sed"
much thirst, endeavouring at
the same time to look the
part, and making the appro-

1O Improve ma

Makimon's {Foreman shipwright = 0 ©
completes 50
service with G

more “civile”. His right arm
came up and 2 forefinger
waggled as he turned round. |
followed him; our route led

round heaps of coal, more

stacks of wood, over rail

sidings and through passages

between odd sheds. Rats

scuttled around. We reached

the iron railings. The Gardia

turned again and the same

beckoning forefinger pointed

downwards. Underncath the

fence was a hole large enough
to scramble through

! I felt most grateful and

raked my memory for more

Spanish. “Una botella™ a

bottle, | said and poked his

chest with my forefinger. He

nodded and 1 passed down

beneath the fence and up on

10 3 paved road.

A short distance along

I buildings showed up and

| further still lights shone out

rgchand, Bill Reynolds, who | from what appeared to be a

ver 25 years' service respectable cafe for a dock-

side street. One or two of the

Beautiful
Bombay!

Mr N Latif, Chairmar
Mackinnon Mackenzie
& Co Private Lid, Indi
planting a tree oulside
the Bombay ofr
Building (part of
facade s seen in the

picture below while
Mrs Latif extreme
right) looks on. The
planting was part
campaign launche
the Bombay Munic
{uthorities to beautify

the city

" The day that the rains

inmates were playing cards, |
tried a glass of Clarete; it
wasn't bad; better than the
ship’'s wine anyway On
shelves behind  the
covered counter were
more bottles some of
looked respectably labelied. |
had another glass of some-
thing a little stronger while
summing up what those
bottles contained. Finally |
selected six, five of which |
managed 1o cram into side
pockets. From the sixth | had
the cork drawn and replaced
Then | made my way back to
the hole in the fence feeling
more cheerful and wa

As | straightened up on
the dockside of the fence to
the accompanying clink of
bottles | saw my Gardia
approaching from the lee side
of a goods wagon. What
looked like the dim form of a
girl-friend stayed in the back-
ground. | handed over the
uncorked bottle In F)
moment it was tilted up and
after a long swig the Gardia
muttered “Muchas Gracias™. |
felt much more content with
life and replied “Thank you
old boy, that was very good
of you”. | couldn’t think of
the Spanish version of that
We bowed simultancously to
2 mutual “Buenos noches™

Next day 1 noticed one or
two envious looks from other
travellers and concluded I'd
acted wisely

The weather improved
Vigo Bay looked delightful. |
made up my mind to return
whenever  possible Many
times since as | go ashore at
the big modem passenger
terminal ['ve remembered
that Gardia Civile and been
grateful to him for the intro-
duction,

P. F.Finch




Weddings, Births & Engagements

Whirlwind —— i cuord 8

ooy b fo
en beat

the clock

weddin

formed a guard of honour for

their staff captain, Joe
Chapman, and his bride, Miss
Lillias Frankland as they
came out of the Catholic
Church of Our Lady and
Saint Patrick in Teignmouth,
Devon after their wedding

The couple met in January
when the bride, a Public
Relations executive from
Durban, was doing a short
working cruise asboard the
Chusan. They were engaged
within a week

Miss Frankland flew her
model wedding gown from
Harrods, of Knightsbridge, to
w= Durban, Of wild silk shan-
o lung, it featured narrow twin
> front panels of lace over pale
pink to match 2 single layer
of pale pink in the multi-
white layers of her veil

Her bridesmaid was Gail
Wilson, of Durban North
After a honeymoon in
Portugal, the couple moved
to their home in Devon

4'\' .
= Congratulations
€3

e t0...
3 - Miss Linda Bearham and Mr
S8 05 | Frederick Dukeson, who were

Newly &
weds il

met in g - ed .:;‘l .mg'h.n'; Rt-g.mr)1
MNiice omchurch on 2

== » September (see page 6)
Canb e r r . P e el 3 Second officer Stephen J
> e > - - <3 Tucker and Miss Mary
A couple wh met in > % . Christine Hogkinson who
e 4 ot were married at the Parish

- SRt g <@ Church of St Mary's Saltford,
. : near Bristol (see page 2)

Leading Steward Wilson

D'Costa and Miss Lydia

alo who were married at

Church of St Xavier,

Dabul, Bombay (see page 2)

Couple to
make
home in
Australia

te fixed for Sylvia's
On 12 May they
n Hastings 2

days

- ‘

>
to Mr G C England, a ' 2 4 -~
Radio Officer with our -
Passenger Division, and Miss N . >
J i Crood who were -
at  Holy r 3
, Ulverston, Lanca- a, L :
1 ) 16 August. The . W N - \. ;
is on ment to ™ Ceam -

on attac

ss Linda Patricia Stinton of Dowie and Marwood's
voyage in the Post Runner, in | Liverpool Printing Department and Mr Christopher Heggarty
mid-September, he hopes to who were married at St John's Church, Wallasey, Cheshire on
be accompanied by his wife. ' 2 August

Congratulations

groom
Panocean and on his next Mi

9



ews round-up

d May 1929 1 | Pacific
4th birthday
eing what it was
ttle else to cele
was Dan N
father
t apprehen
sive. He had pla or me, but
I determined to go on

was

¢ New Zealand Sh

1ere that the affairs
ships
Shippi
Naviga

follow suit the same run Compa directed a

t was all a quest of fer as | was cor
R f | med

A word in the appropnate

the “*Sergeant™ and |
y appointed Ste
ss Huntir
was signed on at the y

that he s:
Liverpool

arrassing

my em

pllotment of wages |
mother of £2 y
with the pr
£1 per
ts

nonth
f Port

night clubs

dens

| learnt a great 1 m
first tnp Thanks to the
kindly interest of the more
mature s of the crew
I be king,
Y light
would

deal on

cing
nment the)
nally add cigarette ash

nmightmares

Semprini takes mini

Showing the

di
when he took his
Gordon Renshawe
Eagle Hostess, Eileen Crone and Assist

10

from a
fugust

ist

1re

t Hostess,

cruise to Portugal

way

chose the Eagle
elhouse with Ca,
son Chris

nvolving pnmitive Australiar
pubs and the first pints | ever
encountered, In these | am
irrounded by a leering circle

and salors

yer To be
hour later by

circle, in an

imitive *|
me
s @ first tripper | learnt a
deal of geography, the
gic May' and a

en. | learnt little
en except how to

them for

popular

Hon most seamen are
arkably naive about
nen and alternate
ween treating them either
cattle or Madonnas. |
to sew and knit o

1 socks and play poker. |
to curse in three

languages while still making

paper acroplanes to throw
from the fo'castle. | leamt
how to wash pa ork by
¢ brass.

¢ humidity

how to
css my

ot i, and
keep f my
to live com

with six men in a

less than fifteen

and to into

the advice one would
possible to give a
year-old Sir Francis

g0 to
brothels”. **Don’t sleep on
your back™, “Make sure your

vests are aired”, “Try to get
to church occasionally” (the
Vicar), “Ignore any ten shil-
notes on the deck”,
your teeth”, “Change
your socks™, etc. etc. etc

Nobody but nobody had
said “Take good care of your
ucket”. This omission high-
d the abysmal gap of
ignorance between the lands-
m: (or woman) and the
homogeneous brotherhood of
cut-throat, fiddling, woman-
sing, drunken pirates | was
about to join

The bucket (galvanised
with handle) was to the cargo
boat steward of that era,
what the union card is to the
docker of to-day, or what the
oxygen tank is to a diver. Life
was impossible without it, On
its side, depending on one's

college, was your name or
your mark in bold black
paint. It was never out of
your sight or reach. You
washed from it and bathed
from it. You soaked your
soiled linen in it overnight

~war-hut |

were the

and boiled that same linen in
t the galley stove in your
afternoon “time off”. You
scrubbed the pantry from it
including the bread boards
you scrubbed the officers

toilet from it, and every other
gangrenous, cockroach-ndden
C er that the cunning and
debased minds of shupbuilder
and chief steward could think
of

In bad weather you nested

the skipper's

t, cup

-

b

.,
saucer, sandwiches or cakcs in
it order to get th

withou

to the bridg

whipping them out of your
hands. You used it in the
same way to transport after-

n tea to
watch

the engineers on

Those same engineers used
to peer up hopefully and
expectantly through the
spiderwork of gratings, shiny
oiled ladders and equally oily
rails, as you painfully
descended not.for the tea
and cakes you had carefully
prepared with a view to slow
poisoning, but for you to
hurtle down to a shattered
heap at their feet. It was a
well-known fact that ships
engine rooms were designed
pnmarily to cripple pantry
boys Accommodation of
machinery was incidental

This then was the bucket,
of which little has been
wrnlien in previous sea sagas
Without it one may as well
have stayed ashore or become
an officer or an engineer.

My next ship was the
Tasmania of The New
Zealand Shipping Company
A fine looking ship of some
10,000 tons, she had eight
hatches and was of German
onigin. 1 have seldom felt the
traditional “magic™ of the sea
so strongly as when coming
home around Cape Hom in
that ship. Flush decked and

down to her marks with
meat, fruit and wool she
frequently rolled her rails
under in the mountainous
seas. The grandeur of those
seas, the peculiar ethereal

light of the region, the wheel-

ing albatrosses ar fe
sinister black mass hie
Cape itself will always i

my memory

There are many I

memories of the Tasmunid
but only a few survive ‘he
years with any clanty iy
first time to New York 3
first time through Panana
being in Sydney when ¢
bridge was opened; the grand

parade under the bridge «
the vessels in the

port; and

L.F.Sincl:
his servic
The New
Shipping
and Coas

walking over the bndg at
night in the midst :
seething mass of proud mi
delinous and wvery rge
Sydneysiders

Then for me, the final sad
trip to Falmouth. 1 a8
summer, the weath was
glonous, and | was
young and irrespor

appreciate the gloo
of dozens of once pr
fine ships

worst depressi e
Dead ships at ul
graveyard, ships ut
lights or heat or in-
manned, save for th dd
watchman. And | ey
ship there was oW
mouldering on the ‘d

The melancholia is in

retrospect. | was
with money in
The sun was shining
Comish beaches and 55 2
vintage year f
crumpet. Two

with pallid fro
scorched back

back to Liverpool

| prodigalied

Broke to the and
with a built in antij te
the “dole” queue, | 04
outside the Whit Stas
engagement “o al
Gladstone Dock they

gave me a job to s me
dying from exposure

This was the time wher
getting a job, of ailmost any

kind, was like winning the
pools

There were four lios
unemployed when | signed or
the Georgie. She and hel
sister ship Britannic were Of
the Liverpool-New Y run
There were virtually fou



ys!

crews between the two st
With the exception of a
key hands did
ound tnp of three week

men, all

New York and back
three weeks on
Then back into
again. This was
worthy effort by
pany to give the

aumber of men the
amount of work

’ A few months of
came the spnng

ir recalls
2 with
Zealand
Company
' Lines

transferred to

popular of all t
ships, Donc. F«
cruises from £1

hundred people
and ofte
between cruises 1«
and re-store!

The unhappy ¢

nd to this

happiest of ships was a col
the

lision in fog in Bay of

Biscay when homeward
bound from a Mediterranean
cruise. Badly h it was
“touch and go a few
hours whether or not she
remained afloat. The two
vessels which came to r
help were the Viceroy of

India and Orcades and each
took approximately hall of
Dornic’s passengers. With a
number of other stewards
from Doric | too was trans
ferred to Orcades to help
look after Doric's passengers,
Orcades, on a maiden cruise,
being neither manned

equipped for such a
contingency.

No lives were lost
Doric’s collisiont and the

whole thing progressed in the
“stiff upper lip" tradition as
Bnitish shipwrecks always do.
The orchestra played gems
from“No No Nanette” while
we marshalled the passengers
to boat stations and a good
. time was had by all.

. Doric memories are many
and varied and must be con-
densed. Leningrad, with huge
Russian women wiclding
picks in road repair works;
endless queues at the few
shops that were open; the
Park of Culture; the Winter
Palace; and the cemetery of

Cope i the gaiety

of Twoh ( the breath

taking beauty of the Fjords

and the stomach Knotting
the water in them

celona, Lisb: Algiers

na and a dozen

g ports, all as

tefore nass

standardised

Mediterranean

1 2 huge

cr an wellwishers
on ay singing a
te and alcoholic Auld
Lang Syne as we sailed; the
strange fevensh gaiety in the
cafes and bars a Hitler's long
march  to Gotterdamerung

gathered way
Another
back to

chinge of
Australia
in the Orion, b

ship

and
first love

the war clouds are gathenng

and Naval Reservists among

wr crew are bei ip
The phe and

black

courses

with cam

[

The

197

ral establis
2 Royal gard
rounds of Bucking-

the Palace the
met up with the
roadsweeper”  for

m, despite 2!l the ac
und him, it was w

Queen

the Palace grounds
had the

nour of

to the Queen

being
presented T

Duke f Edinburgh )
o them for some 10

r picture the
Australians talking the
roadsweeper yutside  the

Palace

Or
ston, the voices of Churchill
Vera Ly Lord Haw-Haw
Exh ons to ‘be like dad
Keep mum Dor
diary’ Care talk 3
lives ete. ete, and all this
while the “brasshats n the
SCIVICES nuslt Nave
ost  of heir

the
aries which forme
of their inevit

voluminous

vd
. \ipping the West
Afncan Frontier Force to the
Abyssimian Theatre. Black
Ashantis and others

troops

being slung aboard in nets
like cattle because the swell
oming

ted the lighters ¢
e, Black trc
1 juice

wh

glossy

Lro«

I who

clos

quarters with their great razor
edged chopping kr

Simple
extracted do.

ten

ves,

who

troops

f addresses

shilling

sticated w

o lor an

ation o irteen days

leave, judicic

three ¢

for a gunnery o
Altcar

The gods who so t

ey
e LE T
W ey S penmy

fully took me out of Orcades
the ige  before she was
torpedoed and sunk, balanced
this blessing by having my
leave coincide with a Liver
pool blitz. The ensuing noise
the shortage of beer, and the
e enng of all the
al crumpet by wealthy
American tourists mn
form, all combined to
me ship very willingly
ar quite quickly into the
Highland Princess of Roy

Mail Lines
This friendly ship marked
2 happy and
peng ol my war
which a diary or a
memory would make
worth while story in
nght v
Voyages

fascinating
time life
better
intc
s ow

which | suppose

m Yl[l\lw]'\\[ were penious.
interspersed  with  stays ir
ports still ablaze with light

itroubled by rationing
ids, shortage of ale

chocolate
rvital necessities

The “Stage Door Canteen’

in New York chock-a-block
with syr 1ietic and
operative Amencan
v Amencan
were all in Liverpool) an

meat

troops

abundance of all the above
necessities with which one
Id placate one's

d bait

iden

use as for the
depnved o back home

Stretching s youthful
nergy to it's himit by work
| day on the ship, then

orking half the night in Jack
Dempsey’'s  Restaurant  or
some other Broadway Night

Young farmers meet ‘Royal road sw

-~

'News round-u

spol for extra money Lo keep
ip with the bird that took up
the two or three
remaining out of the twenty
four

There were trips to Buenos
Aires 100, a city to which the
vessel was no stranger. Oult-
ward bound from England
these were strange lazy tnps
inconsistent with the times
No troops, no passengers, and
a minimum of work. Sun
bathing on deck while sailing
through the pitiful flotsam of
a Blue Star boat torpedoed
the night Watching
another vessel go up in flames
as though it were a film. (It
could never happen to you)

Buenos  Aires, in those
distant days seemed the most

hours

before

beautiful and romantic city in
the world, even to a well
travelled seaman

Not for nothing was it

called the “Pans” of the
southern hemisphere, It was a
i of all that |

nating blend

always admired in Spain
and the United States. The
night clubs which never
closed midnight movies,

gardens ablaze with flowers,
venues beautiful
Latin  Amencan
almost always the
Shoeshine boys

to

wide

buildings,
music, ar
warm sL
who seemed
out of the grou

maten
1 as one sat

b

down in a pavement bar or
cafe, and all around, some of
the 10st beautiful  and

5 y the most beautifully

omed girls and women in
the world

JContinued on page 16/

e S
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21 ships
receive
Met
Office
awards

I'wenty-one P & O Ships
are 1o receive Meteorological
Office Excellent Awards as a
result of the quality of their
meteorological records during
1971

Ihe ships, their captains,
| principal observing officens
and radio officers respectively
are

Cumberland Cy
OBE, WNC
Pointon, R Comnie

Dorset: P Lay, C J Barton,
C E Hughes

Hertford: JM Burn, HM
Close, A Rose

Hurunui: J ¥ Milner, CD
Marryat, CJ Elliott

Manapouri: J D Guyler,
D J Goodwin, W F Shepherd

Matsura: K Bamett RD,
CP Wise, WF Law
Northumberland RG

Hollingdale, H M Munro, D, J
Lendrum

Nottingham: A Britain,
R R Walker, R N J Bush

Nurmahal: W Counsell, H
O'Mulian, J A Borrett

Orsova: F B Woolley RD,
B Minter, R H C Berry

Otaio

Otzio: RB Hood, AW
Noble, R G Heath

Otaki: JH B Weston, RB
Hughes, C Madders

Pando Head: DJ Scott-
Masson RD, 1A D Acland,
D J Atkinson

Pando Point: IM Adie,
R C Hart, G R Latham

Puako: DE Moran, WD

Phimister, D R Houghton

Rakaia: E T Rowland, CR
Dalzell, R F McManamon

Somerset: J D Hellings, K
Storey, M J Ellis

Taupo: FC Taylor, M A
Barnett, S A Brown,

Takoa: FS Angus RD. R J
Ayers, S J N Gnffith

Turakina: A C Rollinson,
F S Sprought, J Lawrence

Westmorland: 1Y Batley,

eeper’



CENTRAL STAFF DIVISIONS

New

) rres ' r X r his Mast
Passeng vis ¢ ! ‘

Items |Forty years in advertising
for

who the

rath Smith
) 40 vears
g for Bl,is Year
end of this

. was re
ng every fung and
the world

the BI
calendar
which  were

ers.

he se
but was

however, has

Bl

ar f the
and Ce
Bl
nd
has
hir 'm
antil n Hainault
when his his wile, Anne,
part s assist n the

f ainl

and Susa
lan and

chief former Fleet Street man

new Head of

P&O's
o & Public Rela-

on

or al
" n Lond

over o and | nal Correspond-
3 | October. ents' Group, he was for
aves P & O at the several years a regular broad

caster or ustrial affairs

s Own P

relations cy His first appointment at
Th s Wilde Associates. He the CBI was as depuly
has een retained by he director, roduction and
Group a consultant for a technology, with particular
period from | October reference to transport. Sub-
sequently he became co-
Before joining the CBI in ordinator of policy to CBI
1967, Bill was editor of The presidents, and latterly has

Times Keview of Industry & been deputy director
Technology. He became an information, in which
Bill Parkinson industrial journalist in the capacity he launched and

12

navigational aid demonstrated

—now Eric calls it a day

edited The CBI Review
I'homas, an
with the
being an inc
le, has spend i

with P& O

ten years

He
joined the Group in 1961 as

Public Relations Manager. Six
years later he left for his
n ¢ Australia to take up an

appointment as Director of
Public Relations for Overseas
Containers  Australia (Pty)
Ltd in Sydney. After I8
months he retumed to Britain
and the P& O Group
Director of Information

as

His earlier career was spent
in full-time joumalism in
Australia and Britain

——————————————

John Dixon
retires from
Property

Department

P & O's man of
property John Dixon
up Manager, Property
b retired from the Com-
pany Secretary’s Division
Bonr March 1913 in
Bristol and educated at
| boume College Mr
Dixon joined the clerical staff
f Gray Dawes & Company
¢ school and four
' later Mackinnon
ickenzie & Company n
His service on the
ontinent took him to
Bombay, Colombo
the war he served
as a Lieutenant Commander
in the Royal Indian Navy
In 1948 Mr Dixon became
the P&O nd Inchcape Joks Dz
Group's representative mn
Delhi. Four ye later he Company, London, as General
returned 1« Dawes & Manager
Between 1956 and 1961
he was General Manager for
the former British India
Steam Navigation Company,
being appointed Executive
Director to that Company
towards the end of this
period
In 1969 Mr Dixon was

appointed Director, Property
Division, P& O Steam
Navigation Company, a post
he held until the restructuring
of the PO Group m
October last year

Obituary

We record with deep regret
the following deaths

S L Amold, former Chief
Engineer with Bl, on S July,
aged 63

F P Whiteway, Dowie and
Marwood, on 20 June

Captain H L Blake,
formerly with Bl, on |
August

J H Oswald, former Chief
Engineer with F C Strick &
Co, on 22 July

J Kelly, Coast Lines, on 25
June

K Poad, formerly with
Orient Line, on 30 May, aged
71

W  Younger, Tyne
Shipping Co, on 29 June.
W Hurley, Coast Lines, on
14 July, aged 95
Lewis,

Tees

former

on 29 July, aged 66,

W E B Fowler, former
Chief Engineer, GSN, on 16
August, aged 65

C W H Collings, former
Maintenance Superintendent,
P& O, on 29 July, aged 68.

Captain J A Bell, Coast
Lines, on 28 May

' T Hebron, former

Managing Director, Grand
Union Shipping Co, on 21
June.

J North, Coast Lines, on
20 May, aged 86.

C D Watson, formerly with
P & O, on 27 July, aged 75.

Robert Kydd, former
g;«:ond Engineer with BI aged

Captain H D Clark,
formerly with BI, on 2 April

Peter Thomas
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retires

Presentatation from sea staff
~.. Shore staff get a taste
s Co. : ‘ I " ,,‘?-,:-\-":;‘;'1.'. ";;V‘F’V-; Of Iife at sea - = ==

Gift for
Wild Auk“

from the brows

2y, scen prit

F B Hogben FEig
GCD/OPS/AI

‘Pando Bay’
lifts 37

containers

So m INCTS Wer
brought ho Pando Gulf
on her last Far East v
that she was light-hea
chnistened P y

apologies I«

More than 40 P& O

% ilf PO ‘ Enginecer Cadets took part in
lvk'(-u“ﬂ“\'“’“ ol the annual Sports Day and
board 37 © nta ol Swimming Gala organised by
l:(v_;:n;;'cl.mr]n»!;;\'i“r : * Poplar Technical College in
< ong - July

Singapore and also ut Inspired perhaps by the
12-ton yacht as deck carg 2 sual (for this

summer)

She also w f her weather in Victona Park
traditional run bla . in London's East End where
glory because of the U P\’ ! the sports were held, the
dock strike she discharged her P & O cadets collected one
containers and ordinary cargo first, two seconds and three
at the new Ha thirds to give the company
tainer Ter r May 1938 third place overall, after the
next to OCL's T Engincening Industrial Train-

Talk about a | ing Board and the Royal
little! ROROUr

Dowie director

after

27 years’
service

I R Leggate, DSO, JP.
man and Managing Director
of  Dows & Marwood in
March 1964
From November, 1967, he
was Chairman of the Employ
ens’ Association in the Port of
Liverpool to the completion
of his term of office at the
of January, 1971, During
lengthy period he was
nally involved in all the
phases ol crnisation

following the Report
o 1965

In addition to being Chair-

man of Dowie & Marwood,
he was also Chairman of
Carefree Travel (D & M), and
2 Duector of Birt Potter
| Westray, Mersey  Insulation
| Co and Norwich Union Fire
| Insurance Socicty Local
Board

Among his numerous out-

!
side activities he s Chairman

of the New Brighton Lifeboat
Station (Royal National Life
al

I Institution) and Chair-
¥ of Grenville Playground

(a centre for under-pnvileged
| children in Liverpool’s Dock-
He is also a Justice of
and General Tax

Commissioncr The last
| appointment never ceased 1o
! Accountant

K

amaze our Chief

With the retirement of
JRL we have lost someone
who has been in a position of

high responsibility in  the
compa dunng all his
commercial life and we wish
him a long and very happy
retirement  in North Wales
with plenty of good fishing

ny

- Cadets win
, . third prize

in Technical
College sports

Fleet Auxillary.

P & O’s list prize was won
by Cadet George Jacklin,
General Cargo Division for
the Javelin event. The sports
day prizes were presented by
EMP Hughes, Group Train-
ing Centre.

No P & O winners at the
swimming gala, but special
congratulations to Cadets
Robert Cameron and Paul
Schofield on gaining the ASA
Personal Survival Honours
Award during the College’s
academic year,

13
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Pensioner flies in
, from Australia
" for Bl reunion

nto the Boeing 707s

Cay ! W ) | 1d hile | d Juwara ex Federal
A : till Chair { Bl and very Surrey. wer d. Chinkoa on into the Jumbo Jets
Mr. G EScott | proud working | got involved with 8 number r Indis. As a result of
" De R P p ' v tug : ' and also the intrusion of
( ! PXO o { Antwer et stan passenger ships into
' ) \ rth re he KarachiGulf trade after
| . d " loss of their Eastern
! I Div | than would otherwise have Province, we have decided
refu ! | g Howra, ex there can be no justification
Mr Scot vh B ' he BI N s Avenue Limerick. and Chilka for putting Dumra and
: ' I M I 1V beer Id, while Sirdhana through special
Noy I | Dr | v s \ Reu | Chakdara due T be survey this year, Dumra is 1«
| | | | | | ed be e-boat chartered
1 X the nex w Damodar Steamship Co and
" " 3] M ! Morvada, M i and Ziad will continue to be operated
hd | \ whict had v t t rvice and by them alongside Dwarka in
PI ' Bl nng th z ue to | delivered the Bombay-Gulf trade, but
I P&O ] onth. After this there Sirdhana is to be scrapped. It
W ing of sl ir i5 indeed the end of an era
I th Bl rgo ships when even Rajuls is only
r-age ship making reasonable profits on
! . I X o1 { the the Madras-Straits service
I th the rger Incidentally added Mr
v | w 3 I Ly wi Adams the decision has
lel be taken that these ships
I g ' e hou ntinue in Bl colours
Mr Adss antil they pass out of service
M Bl Bl will want to know
A I e reorg has
! P here really
( I { for General Carg
| | ! We has had 1«
B |
I W Xoep hos
hiy |
i
) ind hippe
P 8
wiln he X
0 G

he ¥ OGr “T}
¢ BI. | 1
the |
The 1 ¢ measure have been
i | The Sea Staff were
es P t ted on to a Ger
| I A wl 1¢ » Division establishr
d ot Ist ) With the g
Ve 1 t Is | have had to
H Nours Out Gl hy me new  arrange-
1 me course, give Bl
& AA X L Se much wider

- - -
MrJ M D Bickerton, Captain R Burch and Captain H C Pearson

Passenger Liaison Officer David Marks, Mr A E Nelson, Commodore D R P Gun-Cuninghame

and Captain H M Edmondson
14
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Mr Adams
says
Group is
determined)
that
reunions
should
continue

W J Campl

AL
fio .'

ommodore D R P Gun-Cuninghame.
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Strick’s oldest Buenos Aires was

pensioner
dies at the
age of 95

Strick  Line's oldest pen
sioner, Mr  John Henry
Oswald, died on 21 July at
the age of 9§

Mr Oswald was bom at
Hartlepool on 13 January
1877 and served all his work
ing life with the Strick Line
for the greater part as Chief
Engineer

He helped to build, and
salled on her mawden voyage

the Koordistan, launched at
Gray's Yard, Hartlepool in
1897, She was, he said the

‘Dirty job’

man
retires

Leonard Erest Powver of
Dowie & Marwood’s Outward
Freight Department, Liver-
pool has  retired  after
twenty-one years service

Len joined Marwood &
Robertson, as the company
was then known, in January

1951 as a trainee quay
foreman and worked for
some three years on the |

North Gladstone Dock berth
He worked under the leader

ship of Cargo Superintendent |

ML (Matt) Drake and
Wharfinger, Harry Wrathall

He transferred to the City
Office (New Zealand House,
Water Street) in 1954 to
work in the Outward Freight

Department on the Dirty
Cargo Desk. He had been
involved from that date to
the time of his retirement
with the booking of
chemicals, frozen fish, bulk
liquids and dangerous
cargoes

Len joined the Merchant

Service in 1928 sailing with
the Canadian Pacific, Cunard,
Royal Mail and Blue Funnel
companies. He jomed the
Royal Naval Reserve in 1932
and was mobilised into the
Royal Navy in 1939, Dunng
the war years he served at sea
in cruisers as scaman and was
promoted to petty officer in
1942
All fnends and office
colleagues wish Len good
health and a long and happy
retirement
RHW

| Indian

| command of

first ship built specifically for
the Strick Line

He knew well the founder
of the tum, Frank Strick
remembered the firm's first
ship, the Alphonse Porran
and had an endunng pride in
the Hirm

During the Boer War he
served on one of the firm's
ships carrying Boer prisoners
back to South Afnica from St
Helena

In the 191418 war he was
constantly at sea and
with supplies to Archangel
On this voyage the Panama
Canal was closed and the
journey was made round the
Cape

The 1939 war found him
stilll with Stnck’s but on
shore and in London during
the blit:

In 1911 he was initiated
mto  Freemasonry at Con-
naught Lodge, Hartlepool,
and made an  honorary
member  after  fifty  years
continuous membership.

He made his home at 20
Arthurs Avenue, Harrogate in
1937 and had lived there
since then

sailed

Farewell

address

Rajula’s master, Captain
Thompson was presented
with a farewell address by the
Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Nagapat-
tinam, when he handed over
the vessel to
Captain G C Woolgar

The wddress, signed by the
President and the member
shippers of the Chamber, read
“It 1s a great pleasure for us
to wekome you to this
Chamber today

“Ever since our represent
ation to you on 10 Aprl
1971 you have been taking
particular to safeguard
the interests of the shippers
who have suffered
1« deterioration  of
quality of the onions on
account of bad storing and
stacking arrangements. You
have bzen endeavouring to
avoid shut cargo. The
shippers cannot forget your
kind co-operation during the
period of your officialdom.”

care

1 loss due

the

out ol

| North

just like Paris

Continued from page 11

Nothing in this cty ever
seemed “ordinary”. A tram or
bus nde was brought to life
by animated conversations,
gesticulating hands, and hair
raising dnving. The mere act
of sitting with a beer at a
pavement bar with the rattle
of poker dice spilling on to

cool marble tables was like
watching some gigantic
musical comedy One

resented having to sleep, and

wanted to  squeeze the
maximum  out ol every
exhilarating moment before
leaving in a ship that was

scheduled to play “hide and
seek™ with U™ boats all the
way back to the UK

My last tnp in Highland
Princess lived up to all the
others. The European War
was coming to an end. In
company with several other
ships we carried the Maon
Battalion back to New
Zealand and  once  again
arrived unscathed, The ship

was full and work was hard,
over long hours with little
leisure, but the Maorns are a
lighthearted people with a
great sense of fun and of
music and they were going
home with the rnigors of
Afnca and the horrors
of Cassino all behind them

The ship was alive with the
sound of singing to guitars
and ukuleles, or with the
mock rage of their stamping
feet as they performed a
“Haka" on the open deck to
entertain the crew

Home again and the end of

the war. A reaction to the
sca. A reaction indeed to
cverything that was either

wet, salty or didn’t keep still

Why not a “shore job™ on
those inflated war time
wages? Mum's cooking every
night? Saturday aftermoons
and Sundays free? A steady
gird Tnend ete, etc?

Alas, the inflated wages
soon deflated, Mum's cooking
had to be stomached to the
accompaniment of “You're
not going out again are you?"”
or “You can't have been
doing any good at that time
of the moming."

The “steady™
became  too
started

friend
steady and
looking at  new
furniture in shop windows
The free Saturdays and
Sundays became boring rail
filled vacuums in time, and
the ship, my traditional magic

gl

Bl Southern reunion

Continued from page 15

could only promise that we
would try to continue them
although 1 envisaged we
might change gradually to a
group reunion. In the event
we have had another BI
reunion and there is now a
determination  within  the
P& O Group that these
reunions should continue.
The most important thing of
all is that you should get the
opportunity of meeting your
old friends and that we, who

are still serving in P& O,
should get the chance of
meeting you, who all in
16

various ways did so much to
teach us whatever we know
about the business of ship-
I think that we are all
agreed that we like these
occasiors to be on board
ships ard at this stage | can
only say we will be meeting
again, and hopefully it will be
on board one of Passenger
Division's ships and it may
well be in fact on one of the
former Bl ships, Nevasa or
Uganda

“There will, perhaps, be
one sadness in our next
reunion in that this is the last
occasion on which Eric Smith
will be organising it for us as
he retires at the end of
Septembter having already

gone one year beyond our
retiring age. | know you
would wish me to thank Eric
very much indeed for the
excellent arrangements he has
been making for these
reunions for so long and | am
certain his efficient touch will
be much missed in the future
1 think probably Eric s
without doubt the record
attender at reunions as he is
reputed to have attended all
34. No one else | suspect can
er than 17. If they
can, | can only think that
Eric must have slipped and
allowed somebody to attend
two in one year.”

Mr Adams was thanked by
Commodore Blackett

Tasmania
escape route, was no longer
available

1 had been home just
cighteen months when

“emergency stations’ rang in
my brain. Dunng that time
my father had died, just as |
was beginning to know him
and become friendly with
him, Once the decision was
taken | soon took quick and
cunning steps to  become
reinstated as a  merchant
seaman

This took the form of
becoming a certificated ship's
cook as there was then a
shortage of these and a surfeit
of stewards, | “sat™ for and
obtained this golden prize by
making pea soup, fishcakes
and rock cakes to examina-
tion standard! The fact that |
would not sample these
culinary delicacies myself did
not seem to deter the
examiner, | can only think
that his taste buds had been
removed at birth.

Armed with this “certifi-
cate of competancy” (which
made me about as much a
cook as my “lifeboat certifi-
cate” made me a yachtsman)
some sixteen years of expen-
ence, and a reborn desire for
alien soil, I became a Chief
Steward for Ellerman
Papayanni

My first ship under their
houseflag was a“liberty"ship,

a class which the Amenicans

are reputed to have “built’
(and | use the word loosely)
under licence from the Metal
Box Company

The Captain’s sense of
humour, like his looks, was
inherited from Dracula

Standing with him on the
main deck just forward of the
bndge, he would tap the
welded plates with his foot
and casually remark, “This is
where | these ships crack
and break in half, Sinclair™,
Another of his loveable
wiosyncrasies was to throw
hatch blocks at me as | swam

alongside the wvessel in
Mediterranean ports. Realis-
ing there was wery little

future in serving with a man
so intent on my early demise,
I paid off, leaving him to do
his “Captain Bligh™ thing
without my assistance, Most
ship’s masters are megalo-
maniacal to some degree. This

one made Hitler look like a
Patrol Leader in the Gid
Guides.

A sympathetic and under-
standing catening superintend-
ent then appointed me to the

Lancastnan a  cockroach
rndden survivor of the Spanish
Armada, Access to my store-
room in this ship was still by
trapdoor and ladder. The
refrigerator was a gigantic ice
box which reared itself from
the after main deck like a sort
of wooden block house on
the Santa Fe trail

If my memory serves me
nght she was still propelled
by coal fuel and one always
experienced a faint air of
surprisc on finding that she
was not fitted with benches
for rowers,

Notwithstanding, she
served her purpose in the
pattern of my “education’. |
learned how to pack an ice
box, how to bake a reason-
ably edible batch of bread
when my Cook and 2nd Cook
became “Alcholics Synony-
mous” in Alexandna and how
to understand “Geordie”, as
my small staff, by another
quirk of fate, were all Tyne-
siders

I leamnt, with some small
success, how to bargain with
ship chandlers, Greek, Arab,
Cypriot, Maltese, Italian and
Isracli. This has stood me in
good stead in later years in
dealing with management,
accountants, method study
geniuses  and  consultants,
Stemming from the same
doubtful parentage, these five
groups have a similar chaotic
and devious approach to the
most  simple and obvious
situations of life, business life
in particular,

The Lancastrian com-
pleted my probationery
period with Ellermans, | was

now considered expenenced
and able to be “given” the
Crosbian, a small new vessel
designed mainly for the wine
trade to Lisbon, Apporto etc,

Alongside a quay Crosbian
looked beautiful, and was
extremely comfortable to
work in. Once she left the
secunty of a dock or harbour,
however, she became
obsessed with the idea that
she was a*U"” boat. She had
all the manoeuvres usually
associated with a submarine
without any of the abilities of
a submarine to keep water
out. She shipped seas through
every conceivable hole that a

ship is blessed (or cursed)
with — portholes, main deck
doors, ventilators, hatches,
toilet traps, bathroom

scuppers ete. etc. You name
the hole and Crosbian ship-
ped water through it. Every

crossing of the Bay of Biscay
was a nightmare of flooded

storerooms, alleyways,
kitchen and main deck
cabins. The one exception

was the hole in the top of the
funnel and she did her
damndest to roll that under-
water on several occasions.

Some months of this and
one began to feel like a pea
being constantly shaken up in
a very wet pod. The combina-
tion of this and some
domestic complications,
brought me ashore for good
with a completely new sort of
life and a new career to make.

It was fifteen years before
1 felt the inevitable *‘itch”
again, not to actually sail
again, but to rejoin the happy
band who know and love
ships and can reminisce with
nostalgia and their own
particular brand of humour,
over the “days of wine and
roses” in  Sydney, Buenos
Aires, Hong Kong, New York
elc.

These fifteen years
covered two years hotel work
and thirteen years in three
industrial catering establish-
ments, Their remoteness from
ships or shipping condemns
them here to undetailed
oblivion. Suffice to say they
were reasonably successful
and gave me no small measure
of fresh experience.

It is seven years now since
the *“'itch™. Seven years since |
joined Coast Lines and | have
enjoyed every minute of
them.

Now we have been*taken
over” and it has taken me
some 2,000 words to say that
I now work for P& O. My
only excuse is that every ship
has a memory in it and every
memory has a ship in it,

It is almost exactly 42
years since the very apprehen-
sive 14 year old that was me
walked into New Zealand
House to be“given a note” to
report to his first ship,

I am quite sure that no
one remains to connect that
boy with the equally
apprehensive Catering Super-
intendent of Coast Lines who
occasionally walks into the
much changed interior of
New Zealand House to peer
myopically at the ship models
in_their glass cases, and to
think a little sadly of the
ships and the men and the
days that are gone. And to
ponder the days to come!
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( / W ( MBE, Senior Chay he Miss to Scamen, baptising Nicola Michelle
S y J / ) ’ Knight and his wife Pamela. The
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Sout) 1 f
M )

'VVétchers'gOt *
the blame for
Egypt disaster

the s n that|

ver S0 years ago

Frank Brennan
ex Deck Boy and
Wireless Operator

Training
for

travel
‘ orford, agents

Mansfields Travel in
gapore have recently
anised a series of
day sea travel train-
ing courses for travel
agent’s staff,

The course pro-
gramme includes
studies of P & O Passen-
ger Division Cruise
schedules and fares and
a film show

Pictured in an off-
duty moment at the
most recent seminar are

S

Mr ACL Heywood
se, Arundel stacks y ¢ I'Dhechs of Soe pton. Jersey and (left) and Mr G Bueford
dor '\( iss ‘l' h,lil_h( th Reid Fir che (’ & ‘;“‘v:v pchinls F oy I";m"m (right) with some of the
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students,
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PASSENGER DIVISION

Throughout the

When clearing  out '
drawer in my desk 1 found
tucked into a comer, a hand

- =
book of information on India
Burma and Ceylon for trav I I
lers and residents published

by those experts in travel
Messrs Thos. Cook and Sor

Lud
It was dated 1923, a littk
while be N | d my

al passenger

- the Roaring Twenties

g, decorously set
I was led into ¢« 1 )
the changes that fifty vears

had w ght the methods
and mox W travel et er Depart sccording to the scro-dynamically information given in the registered baggage”. Shades
In vear Trafalgar me ng been in in this hand- vessels of to-day. handbook one is presented of Raffles and Arsene Lupin
Squar ¢l Lo expenence o 14 Cocks Impenal Hote Also advertised were River with a bewildering assortment  and those suave light-fingered
on flic and  Hay- pur Street, having moved ¢ Square would give Tours in Assam and trips up of routes and lines, beginning gentlemen of the chemin-de-
ordinary Northumberla you, for the magnificent sum the Nile to Luxor and alphabetically with the fer! The maintenance of an
with the ( 5 ’d. bed, bath and Assouar Aberdeen Line to Australia Empire required a military
H breakfast and service A The advertisements for via South Africa and ending presence and we are given
House orchestra, we are told Ceylon proclaimed the with the White Star Line to details of baggage allowed to
spats st collars n the Winter Garden unique ments in Colombo of the same destination, with officers, W/Os, NC.Os and

doubtless tunes from the Galle Face and the Grand Round the World Tours by all men travelling by trooper to
¢chow his Chin  Chow."” No Oriental Hotels, that O.L.M. routes as a grande finale, The or from India on permanent
s to per- Nanelle or “The Vagabond Macan Markar was the oldest fares quoted are remarkable, or temporary duty, ranging
appointed  King'', Other advertisements and leading house in Ceylon To  Bombay First Class from 36cwt for a Major
received  caught my attention. Besides for pearls, and jewel- minimum was £70 single, and General to 371bs for the rank
nd the not  publicising the P & O and B.l. lery, and that N.D.H. Abdul if you shirked the Bay of and file. We are also told
flistinguished. Co Services th handbook Caffoor’s Showroom held an Biscay, you could travel over- what baggage each officer and
the traveller sailings train to lady may be allowed in the
to Rangoon by the Hender £81.11.1 cabin and the soldier’s wife in
son Line and “‘the fast twir inclusive or by P & O the Womens' Quarters

:rs of the Bibby B Express for £75.10. The mail There follows information

1o Y steamers sailed from Royal on the various ports of call at

relaxed in Oxford bags
v and  the

st

danced, an

7

our partners, [t
f the blues and jazz the di

> wore
bobbed
beneath

had

ed

ste

r ks el Albert Dock or Tilbury, or, if which Cooks have offices,
N.Y K., and to the Ne the state of the > required agencies or correspondents,
s of the overnigh East by Lloyd Triestino it, from off every together with particulars of
Rotterdam Lloyd would t week; to Ch generally on shore excursions and places
vou to Sumatra, Singapore and ermate Fridays, and to of interest. Southampton
Java where, at Batavia, you ustralia era eve nostzlgically mentions the
! could connect with the fourth Friday. Should it be Southern Railway, and
K.PM. network of vessels inexhaustible stock of the necessary to embark off Plymouth the Great Western
i serving such entrancing places best gems, and very rare Tilby ‘a commodious River Breakfast on the train was 3s
in the antique jewels as well as Ste awaits the arnval of 6d, luncheon 3s, and dinner
Ba up-to-date jewellery, and for the passengers by the Special Ss “During the winter
baya good measure was the leading Train and conveys them to months the armages  are
Moluccas a institution in Colombo. How the ( v's steamer lying specially heated™!!
string of beautiful do they fare now. these in the nver’. Incidentally the At Gibraltar we are
dotting the Arafuse and places which erstwhile travel- fare to Tilbury was 2s.6d. wamed specifically against
Banda Seas with their con- lers in the twenties came to First Class single: Ss. return. “touts and others who allege
n ) ropical know so well as they wined Regarding baggage on the that they are employed by
ncient sea- dined and danced and Continent passengers were Cooks to organise conducted

refreshed themselves with gin advised to take as little as or pnvate tours™. It s
sling plar punches; possible and were wamed interesting to note that
bargained with the shop- that “owing to the great nsk pnivate inclusive tours and
keepers and went sightseeing of robbery en route no excursions could be arranged
dunng the ship's stay? mon or jewellery orsimilar a5 well as camping and
Tuming to the detailed articles should be packed in  shooting tours in Morocco.
Older readers will remem-
ber Marseilles in the days
when the mail arrived by the
P& O Special Train just at
i noon at Mole C. and the
colossal task began of loading
and stowing the hundreds of
mail bags for almost every
destination in  the world
It was wusually in the
small hours of the following
day before the last bag was
checked on board and the
ship cleared for sea. For £13
10s you could travel on this
sumpluous train, catering as
it did for those to whom an
extra week at home was
essential, or who respected
the reputation of the Bay of
Biscay. Distinguished pro-
Consuls of Empire and other
Heaven-bom as well as those
of low degree were numbered
: among its passengers. A full-
; A B B Ny - some description of Marseilles
P& ()‘x_ll_vrvm-run ss Morea buil. ! t Ma a, b v Barclay » Ltd, Glasgow, was employed in the East  and details of services are
given including the “Hiring of

China The
trated were straight-ster
aind  straight funr
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‘The year
Trafalgar
Square
had yet to
experience
one way
traffic

and
Haymarket

was an
ordinary
two—way
street’

pnvate landaus

automobiles

it reads now

Other llow not
necessar by
but wh th
recall o s when
ng about them the hand-
book Toulon, Gene
Naples Brindis (
whence “lsis™ and “Osiris”
used to carry the mail to and

Said)
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and Abdul Mansoor finds that

presence s urgently
required in his native village
as his elderly uncle is unable

to cope with the rice harvest
without his assistance, and his
wife is about to to
Mansoor’s aumerous progeny
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There follows a section on
Biurma with some specimen
tours by rma ind nver to
places which then had only
peaceful  connotatic
on, Mandalay, Prome
the Arakan coast. A bnel
twenty years had to pas
belore tours I a very dil
ferent, and of a much more
ent and hazardous nature
had to be undertaken
There S an interesting
note on the services main
tained by the lrrawaddy
Flotilla Cq which  was
formed about 1860. We are

told that
there is

at the present day
not a navigable river
Bur which s
served by steamers of this

deservedly

or creek in ma

not

prosperous

Company" Further on,
3 their Mandalay-
Service we are mn-

formed that “Steamers above
Mandalay during the dry
scason Jan. Feb. Mar. are
often a day behind their
advertised time of amival”
Information relating to the

Burma Railways includes a

note that ““passengers by rail
should provide themselves
with meal tickets before
leaving Rangoon” and that
“Restaurant cars not being
attached to the trains they
wait for passengers to take

stations™. |
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meals at
wonder
would react
arrangement!
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[ nised excursion to
Kandy, Neuralia and Adam’s

One last note of interest
On arnval in London, at
Waterloo and xhall
Stations we could ire a

private omnibus (small, single

horse) or large (pair horse)
for the conveyance of our-
selves our baggage for 9s
up to miles, 2s per mile
thereafter maximum distance
6 miles; and 14s for 3 miles,

m therealter,

distance 8 miles
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the Ger
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/ the T rthe
respectively, Small and large
nnnibuses are » avatlable
Fhes onveyances WETL
provided by Messrs Charles
Rickards Ltd

The handbook concludes
with information ovenng
homeward travel from India
direct by vanous Lines, and
via Australia, Japan and the

USA. This latter route recalls
the fMexibility (not Lo
mention the headaches!) of

tickets which the
erent Shipping Companies
at that time could offer the
travelling public. As the hand
book The route home
ward Australia, China
Japan, US and
becoming very popular
vIndians. The
moderate and the
passed through most interest
ing. Owing to the large and
steady increase of traffic by
this route we have opened
offices in the Straits, China
Japan, etc., as shown in the
following pages”

There  fol the old
familiar ports Singapore,
Hong Kong, Manmila, Shanghai
with tours up the Yangtse
Kiang to various places inside
China and side trips to Darien
and Port Arthur. Peking and
Ming Tombs, and the Great
Wall, and for the adventurous
the Shanghai Express, the
“Trans-Sibenan Railway
forming a direct link with the
principal cities of Europe"
So we come to Kobe and
Yokohama and across the
Pacific to Vancouver and San
Francisco, and by rail across
Canada and Amenca to
treal and New York and

:r the Atlantic to the
United Kingdom

Older readers
with the Passenger
ment of those days will recall
wr own Round-the-World
tours handbook which
covered many of these routes

interchange

says *
via

Canada is
with

fares are

countries

ow

associated
Depart-

but without the side tnps at
the different ports which
( s were able to offer
Vanations, if 1 remember
right, included the Rangoon
Option and travel via Java
involving the B.I Apcar
KPM and SMN, and via
Australia, the Burns Philp
Line and WA SNCo, and
the Canadian-Australasian

Line and the
among others
Itogether a most com-
handbook reflect-
choice of route open
the traveller at that time
the opportunity given to
{

adian Pacific

sive

visit, if only superficially, the
Vanous <« tries on the way,
with the ubiquitous Cooks

representative  ever at  his
clbow to advise and assist. A
leisurely placid way to see the
world with one's body adapt-
ing its metabolism in accord
with the clock as one pro-
gressed from west to east or
vice versa — time to stand and
stare as the poet has it. Even
then, however, the portends
of the future were discernible
on the horizon — *“‘the cloud
no bigger than a man’s hand”
In a paragraph headed “Aenal

dia and Var East service
I'ravel ™ Cooks informed us
that as official Passenger
Agents  for  the pnncipal
companies operating Aenal
Lines Thos. Cook and Son
issue  tickets for advertised
flights, and supply Aero

planes for special journeys on
the shortest notice
S0 now, fifty

whirl over these countries
at an altitude of 37,000 1. at
60 miles per hour, eating a
Fortes precooked meal as we

years later,
we

do so. Do we enjoy such
travel? Time may be an
advantage but where is the

romance of a chance mecting
that  ends, perhaps, with
Quis Separabit™? - the feel,
the of travel if
one does not come into direct
with fellow
creatures living in a different
clime?

very essence

contact one s

Yes, | think
that many of
generation  will agree, that
travel by sea the twenties
had much more to offer
more 1 than travel by air in
the seventies, the depreda-
tions of the nimble-fingered

and | am sure

us of an older

was

Abdul Mansoor and his ik
and the uncertainties of the
Burma dry scason nolwith

standing

Temporary
disinterest
in the
Pandor club

Chairman of the Pandor
Club, James G Davis, told
members  at the  annual
general meeting that despite

the re-organisation of P& O
the club’s facilities still
remained and were there for
all who interested in a
vaniety ol activities

Mr Dawvis's comment came
after he had reported a
temporary **inevitable™
disinterest in the club follow-
ing the re-organisation

Mr F H Thomasson spoke
briefly about the future of
the club and said each area in
the Group might eventually
have its own. All would be
managed by a Group Sports
and Social Club Committee
which Mr Alan Bott had
alrecady been nominated as
chairman One present
thought was that the present
British India Club, the Pandor
Club and the Maori Club
might be called “The City of
London Club” for those
members who are based in
London

Officers elected were: The
Committee JG Davis
(Chairman), M F Coster (Vice
Chairman), LEO Hermes
(Hon Treasurer), AHS
Robinson (Acting Secretary).

are

of

Wine Committee JG
Davis (Chairman), L E O
Hermes (Hon Treasurer),

A H S Robinson (Secretary).

Margo has
the whole
world
in her
hands

“Just Margo™ — that’s what
she likes to be called, and this
little lady sails with our
cruises from Sydney enter-
taining passengers in the most
unigue fashion by reading
their palms.

And Margo is spot on with
her readings every time. To
prove it, just ask the number
of people in Sydney Office
who have been brave enough
to present their hands for her
inspection

She has read Entertain-
ment Officer Garry Drake's
palm with amazing insight

Margo began studying
palmistry about 12 years ago,
but has only professionally

read for the past three years

‘Margo

“Many people don't
believe | use palmistry alone.
For instance, the Editor of
one Australian national
women's magazine insisted
that | must use psychology as
well, and have background
information about my sub-
jects,” Margo said

“She was determined to
prove her point, so ‘staged’a
reading. | was invited to read
the palms of two well-known
personalities — from behind a
curtain. The identity of the
two was kept secret”

After the reading was
over, the two “unknowns™
introduced  themselves
Lorrae Desmond and Tommy
Leonetti two internation-
ally known show bis personal-
ities,

Both agreed they were
amazed at the readings -
Margo even named dates and
instances that only they
could have known.

“It can be a very emotion-
al experience both for the
subject and the reader. Out of
the thousands of people |
have given readings to, |
would say only about 30
could be classed as ‘happy’ —
and this is a very sad situ-
ation”, Margo said.

So far Margo has sailed in
Himalaya, Iberia and Oriana,
Last month she was off again

on the Circle Pacific in
Himalaya

“I love meeting people —
and on ships you meet such
an interesting variety™. 1
“After reading quite a few
Captain’s and Staff Captain's
palms, I have found out they
all have markings in common.
It is most unusual”,

“For instance, they all
have strong thumbs, a good
finger for Jupiter — and a
well developed little finger.
This shows 2n amazing ability
to express themselves — both
to their passengers and in

commanding their ships”.
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Orcades is more

these three men
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sther who is

Douglas hopes to sail on in
ther ship when Orcades is

n Orcades

f the n
has

B
l with the Orien
and P & O has satisfied a

an he always
g0 to sea, but he
never got the chance. When
he was mobilised at the start
of the Second World War he
wanted to join the Royal
Navy but was drafted into the
RAF. At the war's ¢ he
took immediate action to get
o sea. He applied

fc

ptly afloat
that the most
outstanding figure he had met
duning his service had been
the car manufacturer, the late
id, a devoted
P& O. “He was
age man"’, said Fred

What had been the most
persor
ence of
Fred answered
double-barrelled reply: There
had been enjoyable friend-
ships established with his
shipmates, Hislife with P& O
had been a most happy one
and, if given his time again he
would certainly chose the
same care

There had been close
relationships with
1 he had made in
Australia, particulardy
Melbourne, Some visited him
at his home London and
he made ¢ on them at
their Australian homes. This
had been a most satisfying
aspect of travelling the world
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