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It's a long, long story !

or the last 72 years at retirement of Len Bannister, and superintendents of
least one member of the the foreman electrician at hundreds of ships

Bannister family has worked R & H Green and, Silley Weir Bill Bannister snr., who

ship Ilbury Tilbury, who including his was also a foreman ot

ou add for the Onient Line, had G & S W had the distinction

Bil for the group a of being the first shipwright

Syd g 47 years 1o be employed by the P& O

n-law aid on his retirement  when the company opened its

rother wough some of his 47 own workshops in Tilbury

Ungcle were  difficult  and Docks. Previous to this he

d, Ted periods, there were had worked at The Thames

d ! many pleasant and Jronworks on the building of

ered 1 1 times He had the Thunderer the last

Sad { nd nar Iships, not  battleship to be built on the

hievement ca 1o ar d 1 s but Thames

ws, ships’ electricians Although the Bannister’s

ink with Tilbury has come to
et an end the family’s link with
G &S W has not been com-
ely broken: Len's brother

Spirit of London sails on her maiden voyage

still working for the firm at
the Royal Albert Dock
Three other Tilbury fore-

=l B®
men also retired last month.
They were Harry Mills (25
A X years), Harry Stallard (28

years) and Tommy Rodd (47
I A “we years)

- » R All their friends at Tilbury
: wish the quartet a very happy
- ind long retirement
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A g ‘ - J A Miller — better known
W 0 all his f is as Dus
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1964 the inevitable
ened and the ship
one class tounst
ker machines made
appearance in the
bar, re-named the
The Grill Room had
become a pe anent cinema;
2 former tourist class lounge
became a night club, remain-
open until the small
hours. A far cry from the
slent ship at midnight with
passengers sleeping on deck
tryving to catch a non-existent
cool Red Sea brecze

By now the Orient Line
had merged with the P& O
i in 1967 the Orient Line
ag was lowered for
t the last time. Since then
! British Orcades has sailed under the
She had a P & O flag
C rt and The passenger shipping
Her Grill Room scene to-day is very different
s view over the stern from 1945, Orcades has scen
ed perfect setting and survived many changes
out at sea. These Built for a specific trade she
er younger si v perhaps her greatest and her sisters have been
made the ay Ithough the greatest of adapted to changing needs.
Apart from the increased ific voyage n 15 June
. » was not Orcades was soon to fo when she led the Continued on page 20
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BULK SHIPPING DIVISION

Fernie’ S
first
visit
Port

Commodores
take up their
appointments

Captain B D H Thomson
RD RNR (retd) has been
lalbot no T,
Master of BSD lh took up
his new appointment on |
A recep 1 was hel October the same day that
board 4422 dwt b Mr J R McCorkindale became
ALT Fernie at P Talt Commodore Chief Engineer
g AARE SUh0 Wiy Captain Thomson, who in
e December will take com
] w ATYINg a 8 f  the ne 50,000
P r i arrier, Laude ¢
P&, 23 ned P & O as a Deck Cade
the ( " gaine hi -
‘ Mate Certif 1e .
w d petency . ) 3¢ Captain Thomson
E 2 Master's Certificate
: | He w promoted
- 1t Off 1952
,‘I | ] y
| I Staff
: ind | 3
this r before gainin, S K -‘
rs and ir I‘w I3

Ardlui's Goanese celebrate

India’s Independence day

In the
length

The “Goa Serenades™ with
Vieg: IM
apbla)

xyl
Wong
yed some

IC u ndu con Ju.m'
ernandes. The *
played the Indian
which was
s (Goanese),
ngs (Mandhe)
in English,

"

Junion Engineer B Terry,
Steward C F D'Souza, Ca
C Hunt at the Independence D.n party
5

”'.‘l l. ud cheers of Jai Hmd

Jai

Goa

d Chief Officer Mrs Indira Ghandi, Jai

Passing the

While on

passage
rds

the early
on it was decided that
there was too much swell to
lower :

afterno

SO some

sfer had

Eventually it was decided

to float the spares to her. We
em well in poly-

and lashed

them to tre of an
unmarked which

was tested in !hc swimming
pool and found to float well
\\c made this fast to one end
of a heaving line and a plastic
one gallon container, painted

mpany. In

urse were
form Hain-
at the G

" boats,
were
and
the
, Ather-
Cotswold,
s
ried with one son
Edinburgh

parcel!

red, to the other

The Chief Officer,
and some of the crew
stationed ourselves on the
poop deck with our “parcel”
»\.‘nh the Captain manoeuvred
) 0 position

myself

ame past Grafton's
side from astern
and |hn went hard-a-port
across her bows. As the poop
deck came in a line with
Grafton we sent the buoy

complete with spares, over

side. As we moved off to
resume our course for Cape
Town, Grafton moved shead
to meet the parcel floating
towards her

A few minutes later

Grafton called us on the VHF
to thank us, saying that she
had got a line to the buoy at
the first attempt and was
continuing on course for the
Persian Gulf with their new
spares

This was good news
because few had expected
them to pick it up at all, let
alone at the first try




BULK SHIPPING DIVISION

Mrs Llovd
J n wi

Sprent

Mr Marshall

, Mr Eneroth

Mrs  Kildare alongside her sister
’ the end of the yvear, sh

Welcome
Kildare!

Bulk  Shipping Division yard in Gothenberg, whe

Ordered in October, 1968

essel’'s keel was s

aited out™ she s t
) launched

equally by

(00 ¥

mber 1971, She was

ol Kitdare’s master, Captain Derck Lambell talking to Mr Lioyd

= o a———"
which is to be named Naess Viking. Due for delivery at

EMV 6
0 tered to ABC

ore

group of guests watching the flag-changing ceremony from
Kildare s bridge
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On patrol in
the ‘trawler’
Mata Hari

Dear Sir
I was very interested ¢
read Captain Poole's article

on Mata Hari in the July issue

of Wavelength. Between 1939

and 1940 | served as Thud
Oftficer and latterly as Sub-Lt
(Temporary) RNR in that
out-of-the-ordinary and

pleasant little ship
able to do one
‘feeder
well by (

A ugust

| was only
run the
described so

Poole as in

service
apt
1939

just belore thre
wWar i Se
was taken over ar
sioned by the Admir
HMS Mata Harn. She
believe, put under the ge ral
classificatio ‘trawler™!
it 15 Malay RNVR
with a Petty Officer
British Sub-Lt RNVR
were posted to the ship
handle the
signals, ar

passing $
Aldis Lamp

it M

leaving the
harbour on her way to Hong
Kong, shortly after the
of the war. We saw her stni
the mine as we were almost
cut ofl ym view by St
John's Island to the sou
the harbour on a bright sunny
morning. She was carrying a
large number of Chinese deck
rs at the time and the

passenger
first aid to reach the many

4

e

survivors in the water was
from Japanese vessel lying
in the tastern Roads which
sent off hfeboats. Seabelle
the Singapore Governor's
former yacht, which was
patrolliag the minefield
mvolved, and Mata Han on
her way to the western
approach minefield were too
far off 1 der

0 seaward to rer

mmediate assistan

The war o had
t yet reached S re by
this  stage and was a
pleasan: place to be in and
sround, As eve n Europe
ntensified with dramatic and

hornfymg speed from early

1940 it seemed then that we
were, or Europe was, or

be

Ha

R yuk

13

P

I

en |

1ok
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Dear S

Alth tseal

igh | am no

intere

ships

many

photographs and post

sure that are

ders of W ngth

hive postcards, photo
graphs ives, and slides
of ships at ch will
end up in n due

course; and it is to these good
folk that | especially
this appeal

I should be pl
photogmphs o
are not wanted coul
to the dersigned
inclusion in my

address

for
for

collection
Naturally 1 will acknowledge
all lettess and repay postage if

IAG

Shibping enthusiast
seeks pictures

the ship in Mr Monk s

which

The Bl Alphabet sums

until eye

trouble forced him to

up ‘Coast’ life....

Dear S certair dis
In September’s Wa ngth  satisfacti "
1 d Captain V P Harvey's Jat
r some ex-officer to poem
the words of the “B | mpression of
t as it was then
wrtal ballad u can print it
y I enclose photogr of

s brought

would
retire

lads
abe

mg a gnm smile to
of Mr Enoch Powell

wt to

Miracles! yes
we often
achieved them

Kuala
Harp:
A very

enjoyment

tot » an app

I could

required

o = South Afncan  grequently achieved
stamps in return! | collect not 40 n cle
postcards and photo- ..
but also slides and o
as well as crests

I think it

present

v likely that
g will not
¢ Sseparation

par
irrevocab

::x;u sted in ALIL

from

nterests are hospital group as since the
y S ,  days when I was a very
(I am a medical passenger on the M na
nt) troopships: (\ombass to | outh

passenger and liners

and passenger ferries

cruise 1934) | appear to have been

like the proverbial

d S penny. Until the next
thl M. Comish, reunion my best wishes to all
B.Sc. (Hons, (Natal)
54 Danville Avenue R D Frases

Harper Gilfillan
(Malaysia) SDN BHD

Hong Kong Bank Chambers
P O Box 156, Penang.

Virginia,
Durban,
Natal

South Africa

sure

sppreciated

One of the thoughts in the
forefront of the mind when
looking back over happy
years g by must be “What
ened to old %
rra photo, back
fourth from the right, is

1y own old buddies

so-and-so

Tangye Law 2nd of
Nuddea about 1935 of
whom | lost all trace. Anyone
know if he is still around?

My own with
Bl started with
Capt WR Steadman in
Mulbera. | left the
with eye trouble in
2nd Mate of Takliwa and a
war disability left me unable

to sea after RNVR
¥

| m now enoy:
t f labours
years as a govern
officer, retired at Leigh<
sea. But | am still proud to
think f myself as having
once been a B 1 2nd Mate

W Monk

18 Sairard
Eastwood

Leigh-

Gardens

Where are all
those
stewardesses

Dear Sir

K is are stewardesses
There hasn't been
¢ mentioned in the "paper
When | was

at sea there
were only five women on
board, three first class and
two second
When | sailed iden
ips” in Strathnaver and
Strathaird th were two
extra because ere was larger
tourist accommodation
We all had training in
nursing and we £17.5
me ly (1924). When 1|
retired in 1963 this had

increased to £49 monthly

I would not have changed
my sea life I loved every
minute

Mrs I J Cousins
10 Malwood Avenue
Southampton
SO1 6RW

My 20 hour
day as a
stevedore

Dear Sir

While looking through the
September issue of Wave
length the article, “To Indie
and back in the Roanng
Twenties”  brought  back
many memories of 44 years

ago

I can recall when as & lad
of 18, | worked on all those
ships for the Bl as a stevedore
when Captain Anderson was
the dock superintendent

In those days we worked
from B am then came back at
Il pm and worked through
the night until 7 am the next

mormning. We did this three
times a week ; the ship coming
in on Monday and sailing

Saturday

After the war | joined the
stevedore staff The New
Zealand Shipping Company. |
would like to add that my
cousin Mr G Huzzy was one
of the survivors of the
Rawalpindi during the war

G Kinney

148 Shrewsbury Rd
Forest Gate
London E7

Family's link
withP &0
goes bhack
120 years

Wavelength a
issues of B News, | ha
of family ¢« t
the o«

ectio

and wondered if

you would be interested in
mine
My grandfather

Smith had premises ir
Southampton, and in

t 850s supplied the P & O

( 8 with docks and

ch .

a previous
el Officer of

My brother, EJW Mac-
oined the RAD
in 1903

nyself, joined
ce in January
as export office boy
ng at 630 in the
morming working until 9.30
most evenings at the rate of
4d an hour overtime. | retired
in 1955 a 46 years,

My son Kenneth Edward
Mackinnon, joi com-
P in 1940 serving
with the RAF he returned to
the Bl office. He is now with
Bulk Shipping Division
; Edward Mackinnon
South Road,

Broughton,
tockbridge,
Hampshire

fter

® Not long
the above Jetter, Mr
kinnon, who had been in
ill-health for some time, died
at his home in Hampshire. We
have printed his letter at the
request of his family

after sending us




EUROPEAN AND AIR TRANSPORT DIVISION

Pandair
manager
home
from
Africa

Family’s link

with Belfast

Steam comes
to an end

Panda i }
i wted Keath
us post as Mana !
o A hnce I retirement f returned to Belfast as assist
M : Reg William  Berkeley nager of the company
VA S ST 108 CBE, JP, FCIT this month ointed manager in
ar Wiigh ' an end a fam he was promoted
EMG Air Seriv Nov h the Bel 3 4
)68 4 ( lich  has 1944
s East M tur his fat | Berkeley
ands’ are ! ) w Apnil
gh B N
X vely S ! i It '
( al At hers 3
His [ M B
S h A } i
by ) S h A I Berk
post by ]
110s ¥ g .
I years B
2 Af H ff
VR I J ’ / re Mrs ] I
llers’ age - - ;
e set for Travellers’ manag N member of the  Nosthern
past ha i
A portabl lev et the dinr wi i t ! Passenger —_ North Ir S
A J W W 1 Mr | W { Y 0 Nov r 1961 the Ir teof T
! S l red ] Fal Mr David Knigt 2 memt i
Reg M g M ! (« | I v Mr | (%) Shipping  ( .
Mr W W S, w S P I } p | 1 3
Shag I I h R ! I
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S M ! rs Pl ! G W N S North | i
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over to son

Ireland and

P& O Shon

has

as

1c two

joined the staff of
Steamship Co in
g the war he
the Royal Ulster
ater commis

Royal

ed assistant

Anglo Irish
n

uently
manager

med to
managing
present
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Business Club'’s
new president
Is well-known
shipping man

N R N Parry, manager

of re-elected to the ottish |

ral  Steam, Edinb Retail Agents h«m mal
has been elected Preside Committee of ABTA
Edinburg City Business During the war Mr Parry|
Club with the RNVR and|
was award imendations
” while a
\ South
G
- A I and |
.o L v
1y Business
Clut D as »
r Xecutiv 1] uh l

Insurance
award for

Computer system for

Henrl Dupart retlres

Hull man

GSN
Edlnburgh

GSN

Forwarders final exar
ation

David, who is 22, has been
with North Sea Fernies for
three years

o

‘Captain receives clock and wallet:

Short
Sea
staff
changes

W B Wilson has been
appointed director and
manager of Burns and Laird
Lines

Based at the company’s
Ardrossan port  office, he
|succeeds NCB Wright, who
|1s relinquishing his posts of
director and general manager
of Burns and Laird and as a
director of Trend Holidays

In two further appoint-
ments WL Rushford, pas
senger manager, Bumns and
Laird, is joining the Board of
Trend Holidays, while F W
Olohan has been appointed
planning manager at the

Liverpool headquarters of

l P & O Short Sea Shipping

Pandair
appoint
Hong Kong
manager

W B Wilson

NCB Wright

Tho

was presen Winnie Yare, who retired

from Moss Hutchison

irst: 1971, has had trouble with
her eyes but is now better

¥
jfion was m

P& O
n McCausland

G Morrison. Capra



John

Leadenhalls Diary

Bermuda’s new
governor sails

outin Oriana

Former British Minister of

Orana which anchored off

State for Home Affairs, Sir shore
Richard  Sharples KOCMG Although Bermuda is a
OBl M( ook wer  his  self-governing territory ¢
duties 3 Governor and  oldest  one n the British
CommanderinCh f Commorwealth with '
ast mth with the parliamentary system going

wonial pomp 15

African
qualifies
as marine
pilot

A colleague in Kenva has

to tel me that £12.500)a-ye
A ndr as J $33.000 fo
wh received his expenses. H
initial training with the Bl ord Marton
has become the first African for ar

to be appointed a eight ye

pilot. He

is now in Mc

f  world leaders
s Pope Paul, This close ) photograph
President Nixon and ©f the “miss clock which
yearold Kenyan, atte Minister Edward has been returned to No |
the Southampton Sch Squadron, Royal A ralian
n before join keen vachtsman Sir Air Force (Wavelen No 6
btaining his second s planning to h has been sent to me by WA
mate's certificate, he served sailed to Grassick, a form P& O
th the company as a Third second steward

that he Mr Grassick now lives in
colony Australia and a barman a

ple the RAAI

mate’s certificate Amberley

Ketoyo then had
t sea, aft

another
which he wer

Polytechnic

Corps
Navig
the ¢
mit

Warl

Arkadus
goes to

was
Anthony
thought

readers

Additior

1ssues i rkad

every Sunday I
st am g 3
publication and
v SuC
ncidentally

Divisic
this W ngth
article from
four. I enjoyed
I hope you do

Cess

Whi

)
le

e Cerpentaria was in Fren
of his ship’s company
The
J Lint

Were

Angel
Copema
are seen kere &

n, Deck

e Princess

ding it and

m is statio

C < was originally
d to No | Squadron
Australian Fl
by the Onent
atior Company
Jrsova had
overseas dur

Royal Visitor

a fe
invite

ur nominated to

\}

rw weeks
od to a recepti
accom
oo Soma and Ut

ago,

fission’s snooker roon

~

S ORSOVAUTE

" .

E‘fﬁ N.CO LU

1940 when the

adron

= sailed for Malaya
the clock got left behind at
RAAF Laverton, where it

remained

until being handed

back several weeks ag

wood

Mr Grassick says the
on which the clock is

ed, is believed to

part of the original bulkhead
of the Orsova

No | Squadron, incident-

ally, was raised at Point Cook

1916 d is Australia’s
idest squadron. It dis-
nded 1 919 but reformed
July 1925

n

In 1940 the squadron flew

its Hudson bombers to Java

where,

Caprain
n for Princes Margaret at the Flying
any Captain Howcroft were Cadets L G
y Steward J A D 'Souza, who

)
m

after a gallant stand,
members fell prisoner

W G Howcroft and four

5

: Orva clock retrned
~to RAAF squadron

Reformed n
1943, as a
naissance

December
General Recon
and Bomber
Squadron, No | flew Beaufort

and Mosquito aircraft until
the end of the war

Disbanded again in July
1946, the squadron began
another life at Amberley in
1948, flying Lincoln
bombers, After 8 years at

Iengah on Singapore Island
engaged in operations against

Co tunist terrorists in
Malaya the squadron
returned to A mberley

The dron s destined
to be ped with F111(
arcraft 15 presently

operating the Phantom F4l
interim strike aircraft

Mackinnon's
bid farewell
to Roger
Wilson

Roger Wilson has left
Mackinnon Mackenzie, Hong
Kong and set up home with
his wife, Kate and their
children, Kevin and Kelly in
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Roger joined P& O in
Cockspur Street in 1947, He
was posted to Bombay in
1958 and six years later
transferred to Hong Kong as
travel manager

He became a well-known
figure in the colony's travel
circles and at various times
was President of Skal, a
member of the Hong Kong
Tourist Association, Chair-
man of the Local Chapter of
the Pacific Area Travel
Association and Director of
the United Federation of
Travel Agents Association.

Guide
dog
appeal—

£65

The crew of OCL's
Encounter Bay are to be
congratulated on launching
their guide dog appeal, a
story about which appeared
in the last Wavelength

All told the Encounter
Bay's crew numbers 37 and
1o set out to collect £500
the cost of training a dog - s

no small task for so few
people
All the money is being

looked after by CFL's Derek
Smith who told me that at
the last count the appeal
stood at £65

Most of this has already
been coverted into premium
bonds and everyone connec-
ted with the scheme s
keeping their fingers crossed
for a “win"

Let’s hope they don't have
to wait too long. There are
over 112,000 blind persons in
this country and what better
Christmas present for one of
them to hear they are to get 3
guide dog

Incidentally any reader
who would like to contribute
to the appeal should send his

or her donation to The
General Manager, CFL,
Navigation House, London
EC3N 1PT.

Now
we're

all starry
eyed!

Inter-Divisional rivalry has
raised its head over the
Passenger Division’s announ-
cement that Canberra is to
make an eclipse cruise from
New York next year

The press release con-
tained reference to the saros
cycle. General Cargo Division
has its sun lovers too it would
seem. Barney Leeson (AFM)
has jumped into print with a
note to the editor saying that
he could not permit GCD to

be eclipsed by PD Saros
Cycle or not!
Barncy writes, “The

moon’s orbital nodes precess
about 19% per year and
complete one revolution in
18.6 years in relation to the
stars and in 18.03 years in
relation to the sun. This
period of 1803 years (18
years and 11 days) is known
as the Saros Period and is the
interval between the occur-
rence of identical eclipses.
Due to the orbit of the moon

being inclined at 5° to the
ecliptic, the maximum
declination of the moon

during this period will alter
from 18%° to 28%° at the
half period and return to
18%"” at the completion of
the period.

The Saros Period is also
the greatest component in the
cause of nutation, this being
the ‘nodding’ of the carth’s
pole about the pole of the
ecliptic.”

After that lot we've all got
spots before our eyes. Thank
you Barney — the Saros Cycle
s now clear to all. Which
reference book did you use?

7




GENERAL HOLDINGS DIVISION
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CENTRALS STAFF DIV SIONS

Group cadets among
college prize winners

There was something very
famihar  about the prize
Engineer Cadet EW Blakie
eived at the Southampton
0l of Navigation's speech

For the company who
wd presented it was none
other than P & O!

Edward won the priz ]
silver tankard d £10 book

ker for having "the most

ger  Divisio ngin
M A Cummin wa
th Sche ol

d kRD

Shippin
Nay

nwealth Shipp

3 he P& O having “the most
: hr leadership and
y ' ' he S | gineer cadets
' rS Ser

Peter in his 1923 Bentley




The Centre Spread

| 1. Rh Pier wa
: ! I A ma ye g
1 ' Id Sh . | Lk k’l
! Henl id be it low
1 | . ; a8

{ He
¥ ! 1
\
D ! ]
1y
( ) went
! he High
I A A t
: G Sha

Ulster Queen’s
chief steward |
to retire

yurnalism

Il the w
Horatio Bot

03]

S y 1
G H I W k W
The | s St ! ther wh

Compa v Q Q 1 1 His

Lir ) Fred
Nov } 1 M \ th Mus Bac. FRCO A

Geor ¢ Coa I e W He w nusician  and ! questions were asked
Lines Grou 3 ) th he was in Fra

SeaOll
reception

ry

laken
it th
Neigr
waler

the Q-Ship

¢ 1o the Leyland

) 1 the White Star to
Mr For ¢ Withy from the
) to the

they

muics

1 and

and | will remember it as long
We had thousands of
board and the
100 &

as | live
troops on
death rate over
day. As & man died he was
put out on the deck. | had to
walk over piles of dead bodies
and from the radio
house which was at the foot
ol the Jigger I stepped
mn one man and he grunted. |
thought h But
he wasn't 1ad just expelled
his body

Day 1918 found
y New York. The
filled with ticker
places drinks

was

1o get W
mast

was still alive

Shaw
ols

Fred

were

many

years following the
rld War found Fred
with the White Star
er service Liver

York Adriatic

Mediterrancan
Crety

Naples and
and Ne

fr
from

was in Wellington in the
b at Fred first met
e ship Horarata

and

as the White Star

¢ wanted to see the

sounding. He b

a 7000 ton Cairn-

steamer

Seaman, wireless pioneer, gold prospector, boc
Shaw , who now lives in Henley -on- Thames, h

Over 70 years of ad\

mona from Canads U
Newcastle in dense fog and
put up with a lot of abus
from the old-style navigaton
and then came a spell o
North Sea trawlers as far &
Bear Island. It was tough. He
said: “l was sent to H te

onvince the trawler skippen
that this was the only way i
be sure of catching | |
expected a rough recept
got it, In those days wie
skippers operasted by gucs
work. They didn't war ny
new-fangled t 3
inventions from pe .
had never fished in thewr

I had a three-week trip {

Arctic. My equipn -
bolted to one side tl
galley. The cook did ev
thing he could bstru
me. But they weren't
very I, and | g

¢ they had noth

told them. |
' and they did and they
the ship. They
verted. Was | glad 10 8
| wouldn’t go on
for £10,000

ch
lose |
She

led

:

we

back!
trawler
year.”
Fred now had a spell witk
the Admiralty with the
Director of Stores, known as
the Royal Fleet Auxiliary
They looked after the Royal
Navy and carried stores, oOf
and water. He went out
Malta in the Bl iner Devanhs

again

and found his ship HMSS
Perthshire in dry dock not yet
I d
four months which was 1
the sort of adventure \
looking for. He was 5
ferred to the sic d

water distil
Bacchus, but Ma
Portsmouth

ta, Chat
Devonport

Rosyth, was still too t S
he joined Houlder T
Sutherland Gra

few glorious trip
Plate for fro
the general
arrived so he
Wales for a holiday
And then the fu
To get away fr
joined a 900 to
a Norwegian skippe
a Welsh sec

we

sc¢  steward



legger’s runner - Fred
s been them all

Indian cook, Shetland seamen
and Arab firemen. They went
on & Munson time charter to
America, but before they got
10 America they were posted
missing as they encountered
bad weather, were parish
rigged and underfuelled, ran
out of food and had to rig
sails out of old tarpaulins
However they reached
Baltimore after 42 days. They
curied coal and stores to
Cuba and brought sugar back

Later in 1926, Fred was in
New Orleans in a small ship
loading supplies for
Venczuela, Prospectors had
found oil at the bottom end
of Lake Maracaibo, 400 miles
from the city of Maracaibo at
the mouth of the lake. Of the
37 members of the original
expedition only 19 returned

Fred Shaw described the
country as “a wild land
hundreds of miles from

anywhere inhabited by naked
Indians armed with blowpipes
and poisoned darts, He said
“l didn't see any Indians. |
was sensible enough to keep
out of the way. But one thing
1 couldn’t dodge was yellow
fever.” Fred often thinks of
those old days when he sees
the great wealth these days of
Venezuelan Oil Concessions.
When his ship returned to the
Southern States he was put
into hospital at Orange,
Texas. His ship departed. His
money and property had
been handed to the British
Consul. He was a DBS
{Distressed British Seaman)
due to be shipped home
within 60 days health permit-
ting. It looked as though
Fred's wanderings had come
to an end. Stone the crows!
Come to an end? They hadn't
really started!

The United States was a
prosperous country in the
Twenties. Fred wasn’t keen
on going back to England
The people in the tiny town
of Orange, Texas, were very
friendly. Texas, big in every-
thing was very big-hearted
He was friendly with the man

from the Western Union
telegraph company. When
Fred was able to totter

around he sat with his friend

in heavy seas in the Great

enture

on the back porch of his
bungalow and zossiped. His
friend said “"Why the hell go
back to England? Don't be a
godarned  fool Stay i

Gard's Own Country

T'hat very idea had crossed
the mind of Fred Shaw when
he came out of
Orange. Unfort
3 Distressed Bnl
His  discharge book his
passport and his clothes were
with the Consul. That (
about to make leisurely
arrangements tc have Fred on
his way home within 60 days

hospital in

ately he was

sh Seaman

msul
was

But Fred wanied to go to
California That needed
spondulicks oof dough
cash dollars, iron men
greenbacks, metumeh He
had money in England. The
first problem was to get hold
of some of that money. The
bank manager of the First
National Bank of Orange,
Texas, solved that for him
He cabled England for the
money. Money was transfer
red to Orange, Texas

Fred, still in the country
illegally, worked out a plan
on the back porch of the
bungalow with the full
agreement of the Western
Union man and the bank
manager, cased along by a
few swallows of potent
homebrew. (They were the

days of Prohibition.)

The plan was: Fred wrote
to some friends in Canada
saving he was coming home
that way and could they put
him up for a few days? He
explained of course privately
that he wasn't coming at all
but enclosing 2 letter saying
that he had arrived in Canada,
which after a suitable lapse of
time they were to post to the
Consul in Orange, Texas,
saying he's arrived and would
they please forward his
Dis.A., passport and money
to Canada. Then Fred booked
a seat on the fimous “‘Sunset
Limited” from New Orleans
to San Fnncisco The
Western Union man cabled it
to stop at Orange for one
It dd. He was sec
Western Union
the b manager, the
Sergeant of Police the
local drugstore chief and after
three days across Texas, New

passenger
by the

Mexico, Arizona and ith-
fornia, Fred arrived in
ancisco. He found a
ng house” five

1w spotlessly
wiater and tooth-
but get your ch
where you liked. |
in, took some

ic L"\’

ed settled
ngs of his

situation nds in
Canada m to
send on is papers and
They turned few

er. He wasa 1an

was to spend the

t five years in the States
wasn't fusy about jobs

took what turned up
rbage collector’s a
ger, vacuum ¢l
1, finance house

warchouseman
an. One day
an employ

grocery
electrical wirer
he walked In
ment exchange and was told

“This fellow here wanis a
mate.”

“I thought | would investi-
gate. The ‘fellow’ turned out

to be a gold prospector. | was

o Fred

picture [r
to be the odd job man. No
pay. But 1 could pan for gold
when not doing the chores
Off we went to the High
Sierras in an ancient Stude
baker like a large hearse. |
think | breathed the purest
air in the world up there

Washed in the purest stream
water. 1 got a shock one day
when he shot a deer and said
*Clean it up for tomorrow.”
On professing trembling
ignorance, he said “You
garddamned Limeys "and
slung it up by its hind legs
from a tree branch on a
sloping bank, cut its throat to
let it drain and said, "Cut
its head off later and chuck it
down the bank, slit it from
crotch to ne chuck the
guts down the sloping bank
and the mountain lions
(pumas) will finish them off,
cut up some mansize steaks
and now I'm off to the
placer.” No more details. You
have to be born to that sort
of job

the job
stream

The

“The best part ol
was sitting by a
panning for gold dust
rewards were not great
about thirty shillings worth a
day. No bonanza stuff.”

Later Fred got a job in the
foothills near Oakland,
California, “slinging hash™ for

Tony the Greek who ran a
roadside cafe. The hours were
am. to 11 pm. and Fred

stuck it for six weeks because
the pay was good and in spite
of prohibition there was free
wine, But after six weeks it
was a bit much and Fred
indicated his desire to Tony
to hit the trail. Fred said
“Tony looked as though his
heart would break and he
went on his knees and
clutched me round the waist
and said ‘Frederico you no
leava me, you da only man no
break da dish for sixa week,
you me we go partner,
we maka da mun, we maka da
biga biz Frederico " But
Frederico had had enough
He says he can still smell that

grease!

Fred was thinking that it
was about time he found
wething with shorter hours
a bit more money and
not so much swe and tears
While he was “resting” in San
Francisco and enjoying a bit
and sunshine and
rning coffee, he met a very
pleasant  character named
Anatol, a prosperous
n-Jew Fred said
r a few meetings I could
see he was leading up to
something and eventually out
it came. Anatol said “You
look as if you are an honest
man . .. you've got an honest
face anyhow. How would you

Shaw
m The

s album showing HMS Fq
New Zealand Shipping (¢

like to work for me?” | asked
him what he did and he said
he was a bootlegger, He asked
me if | Limey and |
told him 1 was a Scotsman. It

wis a

was much better to be a
Scotsman in  California
those days Anyway, he
said he was looking for

somebody like me. All |l had
to do was to keep my mouth
shut and stay sober If
anybody asked me what | was
| was a grocery salesman. |
called on people for their
grocery orders and they gave
me their hooch orders. 1
simply went round looking
clean and innocent and
collecting the orders for
bootleg hooch. It was the
best paid job I've ever had in
my life. | never had a drink. |
went to the local church.”
But when there had been a
few hijackings in his territory
Fred thought he would move
1O pastures new

In fact, Fred took a job
with the Federal Telegraph
Company as a telegrapher and
said it was the dullest job in
his life and the only highlight
of this period was that he
discovered a distant relative
who was a bailiff on William
Randolph Hearst’s vast San
Simeon ranch and he used to
go there for his vacations. He
met many famous guests at
the ranch including the late
Queen Marie of Rumania, Hal
Roach the film comedy
producer, Mary Pickford,
Conrad Nagel and many
others. Fred said: “Queen
Marie was very interested in
what | was doing there, as she
was English. She was a great
character, usually dressed in
flowing black with a foot-
long cigarette holder and of
course there was no Pro-
hibition in circles like that.”

At about this period Fred
Shaw had another stroke of
luck. He received a legacy
which enabled him to fulfil a
couple of ambitions. He had
matriculated early at the
beginning of the first world
war and this enabled him to
enter the University of
California. But he first had to
pass Subject A as it is called.
This is required from all
foreigners at American
Universities in order to ensure
that they can speak, read and
write English. This presented
no problems. He chose to
read American History and
Fine Art and was

able to
attend because his work with
the telegraph company was
permanent evening work. He
was very interested in marine
painting and illustrative art
and has many of the
specimens still at his Oxford-
shire home,

Fred had a few nasty
moments when a census was
being taken, as he was still in
the country illegally. But the
census man was very good
about it, He sad “Listen
buddy, all we wants is de

facts ya bin here twenny
years, aincher? we ain't
interested in how ya got
here.”

In 1929 came the depres-
sion and the Wall Street
Crash. The Telegraph Com-
pany decided that all its

employees must be American
citizens. This could have been
arranged as Fred had been
over live years in the country
But when it came to digesting
the small print and (o
“renounce his allegiance to
King George the Fifth, his
heirs and assigns, and to take
up arms against them f
necessary " this was more
than Shaw could take, and he
and his wife decided to return
to England. He wasn’t poor
any longer after his un-
orthodox adventures and the
rate of exchange was favour-
able for anyone leaving for
Europe, the rate then being

he forgets whether it was
three dollars and 29 cents or
two dollars and 39 cents to
the pound, but it would be
about enough to “double his
money."”

There was a 2000-0n
fourmasted barque in
Oakland, California, called
the Star of Greenland of the
Alaska Packers Association,
which had been bought by
the Abraham Rydberg
Foundation of Sweden and
renamed Abraham Rydberg
and Fred hoped to “work his
passage” home to Dublin in
her. But he wasn't able to
manage this and he came
home via the Panama Canal in
the Amernican liner Virginia to
New York, had a week there
sightseeing and visiting his old
White Star haunts and then
back to Southampton in the
German liner, Bremen,

Things were not too bright
in England but it was nothing
like the United States, It was

really bad in the USA. the
Wall Street Crash and the
aftermath. The Grapes of

Wrath. Buddy, can you spare
a dime?

Fred said: *I don't
suppose anybody who wasn’t
around there at the time will
ever realise how terrible it
was N R T
Officially there were fifteen
million or so unemployed,
but the figure really was
nearer thirty million. Yes, |
was lucky, really lucky and |
freely admit it. California
sure was Grapes of Wrath
country. There was no social

arless sinking alter being hit by bombs while escorting a convoy to
ompany’s Durliam

security. No dole. If you had
nothing you went to the
Community Chest and they
would give you something,
perhaps, not money, maybe a
case of rosy red apples to sell

on a streel corner

You've heard the non;
“Buddy, can you spare 3
dime?”’ That was a song

which really meant those very
words. | gave away many a
dime ... I wasgld to ... it
was the least | could do.”

In England, Fred found
that jobs on ships were very
scarce. So after many months
of looking around he went
into the laundry business in
Bournemouth with a distant
relative. He said: “It was a
pleasant business in pleasant
company in a pleasant place,
But it was hard work, from
about 7.30 am. to 10 p.m.
weekdays and on Sundays
you did the jobs you couldn’t
do when the machinery was
running.”

After three years of this
Fred was wondering what to
do next so that he would live
longer, when the inter-
national situation solved his
problem. Italy invaded
Abyssinia. The Admiralty
remembered Fred. They
callied him wup for the
““emergency”. On S
November 1935 he left
London on the Golden Arrow
with a couple of suitcases to
join HM Hospital ship Maine
in_ Alexandria as a Wireless
Officer. On the same Golden
Arrow was King George of
Greece from Brown’s Hotel
in London going back to
Athens. But King George had
140 trunks against Fred's two
suitcases. From Paris, the
train took Fred to Marseilles,
then a change for Toulon
where he joined the Onent
liner Orama, filled to
capacity. At Port Said, Fred
left Orama, took the train to
Zagazig and changed again for
Alexandria, eventually joining
Maine.

There were 93 ships of war
at Alexandria and Fred's ship
was busy as a hospital, but
not war casualties fortun-
ately. Then the Spanish Civil
War broke out and HMHS
Maine was sent to the Spanish
coast, where in about six
weeks they picked up about
1,100 Brtish and foreign
refugees (mostly foreign ...
good old Britain, as usual)
from offshore Barcelona,
Alicante, Almeria and several
unknown little spots privately
arranged. One day they went
to the island of Ibiza and
picked up one refugee,
Robert Graves. Fred said: "It
was a marvellous summer

Continued on page 13.
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Anna Neagle’s sentimental
visit to New Zealand

Dame Anna Neagle first
heard about New Zealand

Wi ‘:“ “»-‘::; ,‘\ 'f."l".‘.'" v\“‘ l * ' 'ﬂ )

the
he
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GENERAL CARGO DIVISION
40 lady pensioners at reunion

ying a drink

sip in the carly hours of the
morning and said “What's the
Id bastard got to say about

r " At the height of
cre were over 1000

itors or liste

S techmcians,
transport staff

itors  listen to
36 different

d they listen to
more than four
n words daily. Then
the war the staff
pped to just over 400 but
they kept Fred on the
established staff for which he
ateful He went

all, the cold wars,
vattles of propaganda, the
aras  of  Natter; the
iddle East crises, the Air

estate

the

South t Hungary Suez, the

from ks The BBC now

assold collects its own news. Before

Spanish ¢ lic the war the announcers used
d Shaw spe wved to  say “Copyright by

in Reuter Press  Association,
ought for Exchange Telegraph  and
Services Central News e
For the last 16 years of his
into its own BBC service Fred was in the
last war when the department dealing with
nformation used Russ broadcasts and it was
avesdrop enemy @ Y Interesting period
ed to listen Moscow broadcast in 46
Transocean languages. Fred was one of a
Japanese team of 16 who listened to
ng many Wwhat Moscow said in English
Thev had to Europe, Asia, Africa,
Prime Minister and Ireland, America and the
stilities Ministers, Whitehall, Middle East. He reached the
“Hog's Admiralty, Army, Air Force retiring age in 1962 and was
uch Gillie and  Government Depart- glad to be “liberated™. But he
to broadc ments and Fred remembers still listens at home to what
Pensi one night, after listening to the world is saying, does
ecause of Lord Haw Haw and Goebbels, some gardening, reading and
cal trainin uld and after one of our 1000 writing and finds time for
with the communi- bomber raids, Churchill rang some photography.

ra 1 Batory
says 'l owe the Poles a

well the A

S§

as

hospital in
an from
ons came
to see Only 15 miles
away at Woodnorton was a
v mansion where the
e ated on

decided
One day in East
Mr. Percy Gree

he m
street, the
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Was | glad to
get this off

It is a goodly number of
years since | gained a second
mate’s certificate, but | recal
only 1t well that it was

2 serious shipping

ng h y

round the
1 of berths for
they were well qu

staving

to offer my
arrival there |
i Step or two

isked

n? | said

ticket” hay

a second

to which he

rephied with impertinent
brusqueness that | should
come back when | had got a

this office |

could

this) 1 wish e
better service than the se:
myself, |1 saw to it
neither of my sons adopted it
as a career, Both of \
however, served throu
the last war in the
Navy

Some years
again in 1

resist calling a

the firm that had
such a shabby o
earlier

After stating my profes
sion | was invited on this

WCASIOr { the Inag
office nd h told e 1
detail Il the 1R¢
service in his employ. O
then was | abl tell b
about my previous visit to |
Mfice ar

o 1 it

stacty
he could
Only

my soal

Ny years

At ong
with myself
and the wor

ast | was

Len bi

earch for the crew
mblem. From left

r D James, Radio
M D Roper. There
others were lost
ndered. A | report

ds farewell

to the Maori Club

T wi

th MrH T Be

Jumbo didn’t forget
the time he was sick

Some years while
serving as a BI cadet on a

ago,

voyage to New Zealand,
Captain Eric

appointed

nursery maid

elephant!

Jumbo's troubles began
when a fierce storm blew up
So  every hour Cadet
Plowman gave him fresh
water and in between time

spoke to him, petted him and
nursed him.

Jumbo responded to the
treatment and was delivered

14

fit and well to a Wellington
Zoo

A few weeks ago, Captain
Plowman sailed into Welling-
ton — and decided to visit the
200

As ke wandered around he
saw an elephant with children
on its back coming towards
him.

Suddenly the elephant
stopped, lifted his trunk high
in the air and took a big sniff

Then, with a loud bellow,
he thundered towards the
Captain.

The children were dumb
founded. So were the on-
lookers But Captain

Plowman wasn’t

He knew it was Jumbo
and Jumbo knew it was he

And when the two
face to face Jumbo stretched
out his trunk, lifted the
Captain gently in the and
just as gently put him on the

came

ground
Which goes to show, it's
true what they say about

elephants. They never forget!

Barker, friend to
of members and

the Maori Club at

Worcester Park, has retired
r over 20 years Len has
< Manager of the Maon
Club ably assisted by his
wife, Florie
Len will be remembered
for so many things his
superb way with flowers, his
ability as a chef, his cricket

wess and his posi
¢inthe s
twenty
cars!

in

un-

pted »
A party

tation to Len
was made by Mr

H T Beazley

Seamen urged to get

requirements
t Shipping Act
1970 (Seamen’s Doc

of the

nan’s cards to
current  doc-
with or

which
exception will not be usable

uments

after 31 December 1972
GCD have been advised
that the new

documents cd
obtained from any
Trade and certain
Mercantile Marine
To do sear
with them thei
ischar;

SO

¢ passport-type
photographs (size 2" x 2%)

w documents

In the event of a seaman
being unable to make this
exchange by 31 December

1972 due to absence abroad,
his existing documents will
continue in force until his
first return to the UK after
that date

All British seamen
advised to obtain their new
discharge book and B
scaman’'s card at the
opportunity. Seamen
have not done so

are

rst
who
before

Joining their next ship should

ensure that they have with
them the items listed above
so that the new documents
can be issued at the time of
signing-on

My

month
aboard
Captain
Scott

by Cadet G G Meegan

For almost
September |

the whole of
was lucky

enough to secure & berth on
Captain
sch

the
gallant
largest sa
red ensign

The 380 ton vessel has an
overall length of 144 feet
with a 28 feet beam and her

in-mast is 99 feet from
ruck to main deck. Her
highest design speed is an
incredible 14 knots, although
she did only 11 knots while |
was aboard. There are two
diesel engines that give a
speed of about 8 knots in
good conditions, but of
course, we don’t talk about
them!

Our Captain was a grey,
solitary man who had been a

imander in the Royal
a round the world
and & war hero. The
had an obscure back-
ground and his appalling
voice could be heard all over
the ship

The Bosun was a second
from Blue Funnel, a
complete seaman who knew
about my Company, Hain
Nourse, from Shanghi days
while Margo, the only female

Scott, a top
oner and the
ship under the

mate

board, was 2 splendid
Our expeditions were
ised by a2 weedy little

who had climbed in the
nalayas to 20,000 feet and

the Ct and only en er

was a Scot who had a passion
for oat cakes!

This then was the

crew, our

instructors being

Major, a Royal
Lieutenant and a
Yalegraduated eccentric
American

The Captain Scott is not a
well known ship. She has
been operational only since
the beginning of the year and
her cruising grounds centre
on the beautiful, demanding

and empty Highlands and

Western Isles of Scotland
While | was aboard, the

crew of this splendid mass

and confusion of white sails,
‘sticks” and ‘strings’ number-
ed 36. We came from all
walks of life army, police,
industry, breweries, univer-
es and public schools
Surprisingly, we all got on
We had to. And by the end of
our month of *hell' we were a

highly efficient crew that
worked together and even
had some idea what the

billions of ‘strings’ were for

Our greatest delight on the
Captain Scott was undoubt-
edly ‘rise and shine’ at 06.30
hours followed by an instant
sea-water hose down. Boy,
did 1 love my three spins in
the evil, petrifying jet. Try it
some time!

It was not long before our
fragile hands were blistered
and they hurt us horribly as
we clamped our swollen mitts
on the wet ropes. Everything
15 man-powered aboard and
ropes were handled a
thousand times a day!

Most nights were spent in
some  convenient, lonely

Continued on page ] 7
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GENERAL CARGO DIVISION

cadets o©once formed part of the Apcar Line
Highlights

N
drama

Cadets on  board
General Cangc Division’s
13,725 dwt Otaio have been
displaying siderable
dramatic talent ording t«
mlormation reaching us from
Dr Ronald Hope, Duector of
the Seafarers Educatior
Service and ( It
Sea

Dr  Hope's ganisatior
recently  placed board
Otaio copies of The Impor
ance of Being : he
end of the play which was
presented acted entirely
by the cadets, the cheers they
received let n Kknow that
lot of the hard words spoken
by officers and crew about
their work rate dunng the
vOyage were really to be
taken ser

In a tter to Dr Hope

e
Captain J Fullbr
Captain (Instr
A large aud

Statt

figured

the voyage

Passenger
saved
by officer
from
drowning

seeing the

N L Shuk h
water, Mr Lawson dropped
1wo vs to hin d

summoned help

He then d
quay n attempt
Mr Shuk who by

rust

was holding on to the end of
a large floating fe
In trying to get on to the

fender, Mr Lawson fell into
the water but he managed to
haul himself on to the fender,
shin along it and drag Mr

Shukla to safety. He ther
held the passenger until 2|
crane lowered down an

empty cargo tray which lifted |
Mr Shukla to safety

in the

_of a voyage

Arratoon

Apcar

{ pear
procating
ght

Lype

n engineer's del

for he

working

could see

and

always 13

scinating to w

with its huge piston rods. A
Chief and four other engin
eers it's smooth
ope

1 joined in
Rangoon, | was ambling

round the bridge deck when |
the Chief sitti

cabin, so sta

yutside

There was no respe
ust continued 1t
straight ahead. | the

ny. S

Oppos

1bled

lirec

with his right
open still staring
thought

straight head., 1|

F e
rounds | saw a large box on

poop. Being curious 1
ifted the lid to see two
evil-looking eyes s g at me
in the rays of my flashlight
Coiled down inside was a
| huge snake 1 hurriedly
replaced the lid

In Kobe a young Japanese
came on board looking for
watches to repair. | gave him

mine

worm

ater
and | wldn't
go. He was on board
wing morning so |

He was
took it
it the
ifternoon mn B

Along

him

working order with

him was the cutest little dog
When | remarked on it he
said I sorry | not
watch good — this pres for
you, You r ’ I rik He
also had a tortoise and asked
if 1 riked tortoise P
how Tiny and
Ao my B
1w ld
to I part
z. NO more
es high she wore
hittle red and
old-fashioned ruff rounc
ne and her most appealing

The Arratoon Apcar.

Calcutta - and in the ba
eyes  would  hawe melted
nyone’s heart. | know it did
h iptain’s when | asked
um permission to keep her
on board. In fact he said he

liked her himself

Egbert was a plain ordinary
tor sbout six inches long
did they have fun

r would push

1 an and jump and

¢ ar m which

didn’t at all perturb him - in

fact he liked it. And Tiny was

' gre favourite with every

one. They both lived in my

cabin and were no trouble

Ther Egbert disappeared

We scarched the ship hugh and
low — but no Egbert

later the

he had

the boat

..\1..,': rested a

kground

the Howrah Bridge

hock it was Egbert, Apart
from being a bit yawny (It is
the funniest thing to see a
tortoise yawn) he was quite
risky. How he fed | don’t
know. Possibly he got susten
ance from the water of the
several  rivers which we
traversed, when the decks
w washed down in the
mornings. Yet | was never
able to solve the mystery ol
how he got up on the boat
deck. He had to scramble up
and over a 12 inch high
then climb the

to the boat deck. But

rhow he had done it
Southbound had o

we

usual quota of Chinese D.Ps
for Singapore and here is a
story of the old days when
the only means of trans-
portation to Singapore was in
sailing ships

bad weather  the
s would be battened
cks with httle
ventilation for

w de

way ol

word Hygiene was com-

etely unknown, As life was
very cheap then, no one got
excited when any f  the
passengers y coolies,

died wer those conditions
The fies were simply sewn
ip in canvas, a weight
ittached over the side
they go with scant
ceremony

We arrived in Calcutta in
January 1922 with the city
all agog in anticipation of a

visit from the Prince of Wales
right royal

welcome
by
This was

the

mMamme

n which all the
Provinces would
ncluding  the

bordered

dan to the
to where
heen erected
» view the processio

of which were
chairs for the
European and Indian ehite of
the city

T'he procession would also
pass ng Chowringhee
before turning on to the
maidan to pass the reviewing
stand

cach side

rows of wic

At that period Mahatma
Gandhi’s non co-operation

and non-violent campaign for

Captain Francis Poole recalls his service in a ship which

Swaraj (independence) was in

full swing and it was the
intention of the Congress
movement to hold a big
demonstration to block the

path of and try to disrupt the
procession. This to show their
displeasure with the Govern-
ment of India. Although Mr
Gandhi and his principal
supporters, Mr. Nehru and
Mr. Sen Gupta, had exhorted
their followers to be strictly
non-violent durning their
demonstration, that didn't
mean that fanatacs and
trouble-makers would not
take advantage and ignore
their exhortations. And a
fanatically worked-up crowd
could easily get out of hand
In any case, while Mr. Gandhi
was in Calcutta it wasn't safe
for a Euroepan to be out
on his own, after dark, in any
but the main streets.

The Government of India
was perturbed at the
several threats made on the
prince’s life, hence security
tough. Knowing that
serious trouble could easily
break out, the police were
out in full force and had
barricaded the side streets,
leading on to Chowringhee,
where the demonstrators
were told rendezvous to
await the signal to storm the
barricades. The Army was
also on stand-by in case the
police couldn’t cope with the
situation

As the prince drove along
Chowringhee to a mixture of
cheers and sullen silence the
police were having their
hands full keeping the
demonstrators in check. A
few people were injured in
the several scuffles which
broke out but none seriously
and the police never lost
control of the situation.

I was fortunate in getting a
place to stand behind the
chairs and fairly close to the
platform. But stupidly forgot
to bring my camera hence |
missed some  marvellous
pictures. Was | mad, for the
weather was perfect.

Apparently all the happen-
mgs didn’t have any lasting
cffect on the prince himself.
That night at the State
Dinner he went up to the
orchestra and took over the

also

was

to

drums. Very much to the
disgust of the wvery social

ladies of the elite of Calcutta
who were present,

® Another article by Captain
Poole will appear in the
January issue of Wavelength.
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Captain Matthews with ¢ paintin

g of th

“ ‘

The Bl Alphabet

In our last issue, Captain V P
Harvey Master of
Carpenta asked

reader ¢ d  supply t

words of the BI Alphabe

Qur thanks to Wilfrid Monk

of Leigh-on-Sea, Essex who

rdly obliged

A for the answer we get by
return

when applying for work with
the good old firm

They give us ten pounds that
they know we shall earn

In the good old British India

B for the bicycles carried on
board

By officers serving the Com-
pany abroad

They call us “‘the
sailors™, good Lord,

In the good old British India

cycling

C for the Coast
delightful of spots;

Of society and pleasure and
joy we have lots;

And .('s only a rumour one's
s¢ | simply rots

In the good old British India

most

D for the dirt it's the
natives’ delight

To wallow in filth by day and
by night,

And to dirty the paint we try
to keep white

In the good old British India.

E for the energy shown by
the crew
In dodging

16

the work that

you've set them to do

But damn it, they earn their
munificient screw

In the good old British India

F for the
beware
Match-making mammas with
daughters so fair

You hardly would notice the
tar-brush is there

In the good old British India

family we all must

G for the gharri, that
four-wheeled abortion

That joggles our limbs into
palsied contortion;

We arrive at the Club in a
state of exhaustion

In the good old British India

H is for heat, and for Hell, as
you know

That word, and Bombay,
Synonymous, so

are

It's surely no wonder the
naughty words flow
In the good old British India

I for the insects we get on the
coast

Mosquitoes and cockroaches
come in their host

And we swallow red ants as
we're drinking a toast

To the good old British India,

J is for “juldi”, a word much
in use

To encourage the native to be

less obtuse;

But it’s generally followed by

lots of abuse

Hain Company s Bohem

Retired

an Girl

Twelve years ago Capta
John Matthews of St. lves
Cornwall le back in }
armchair h a
muttered things w

ain the same
day arrived when
H '

ny, with which
all his life

m with James

Capt Matthews

was wise

econ cs p |

the ight that the large
white “H" would soon dis-

appear from every Hain vessel
was a bit hard to swallow
s went by

In the good old British India

K is for khaki some officers
wear;

Short trousers and stockings a
la militaire;
The sea-going

the air
In the good old British India

L is for leave which
hope in the breast,
But is often delayed at
Company's behest

But we get it when bound for
the Isles of the Blest

In the good old British India

cavalry

taking

keeps

the

f i1s for marriage; it seems
quite a craze
To get tangled up in the

hymeneal maze
And to live to regret
many days
In the good old British India

it before

N is for night-work, to
Second Mates dear
If it were abolished they'd

shed bitter tear;

It keeps them quite healthy
and full of good cheer

In the good old British India

0 is for Office, the pride of
Bombay,

Where Mackinnon Mackenzie
are holding their sway

And filling -the coffers with
gold, so they say

In the good old British India

P for the palms that wave on
the shore
And look so enticing, but

exhibits in the

Hain Room

The model

is of mv Trebartha

captain opens up a
Hain Steamship museum

wous shipping com-
forgotten

was to

m b
The

} museum

It was no easy job. Letters

had to be written and

telephone
r of

answer

galor

nerous calls

ur ntually there
to open a Hain
at St Ives Museum
from wher the
lh- Hain Steam-
Sir Edward
there are about SO
what is called the
's Hain The
are pa ngs and
aphs of Hain ships
here also

¢ abhor
human palms out

wha
Are

the
stretched galore
In the good old British India

Q is the that
prevails

When coolies are working our
cargo and mails

And Mistris
brightwork with

In the good old Bt

quiet always

spoiling the
s

sh India

are

R are the rupees we earn out
here

They're worth one-and-
SIXpence apiece, so we
But it seems everything is

most damnably dear

In the good old British India

S stands for Sukunnies, who
steer the ship
A la Columbus,
the trip

And whom we must never at
any time clip

In the good old British India

the whole of

T is the tailor who makes us
our clothes

(always different cloth from
the one that we chose);

And he says to his cutter
“The sahib never knows!"

In the good old British India

U is the
absurd
There's naught to distinguish
the 2nd from the 3rd;

And the Chief wears a
lop-sided stripe — in a word
I's the good old British
India

uniform, vastly

Trevaylor built in 1890, one
of the ss Trevanion built in
1912 and one of the mv
Trebartha built in 1962

Of the paintings, perhaps
the most important is the one

of Sir Edward Hain, alongside
which is a brief history of the
company yunded

This 1t us that Sir
Edward, the son of Captain
Edward Hain, was born in
1851 into a family which
could trace its history right
back to when St Ives first
became 1
name Ha

the Indian

V is the
Ccrow
That croaks in the rigging so

sweet and so low
Tl a large chunk of coal
from the deck makes him go
In the good old British India

voice of

r work, the Chief
cer's ?‘.m\'
also for whiskey, that

|l ddles the brain,
And accounts for the lot of
us being insane
In the good old British India.

X is no good, but will do for
‘explain’

All the chits from the Office
begin in this vein;

But we tear them in two with
the utmost disdain

In the good old British India

Y are the youths who are
serving their time

In the Company’s Home and
Colonial Line;

We hope when they're
finished, as sailors they'll
shine;

But not the good old British
India

‘Z is the zeal we always
display

When serving the interest of
M.M., Bombay;

We hope they'll remember to
double our pay
And we'll cheer

British India

for the

Mystery, Glyn, Margaret Hain
and Bohemian Girl

Then in 1878 Edward
persuaded his father to go in
r steam and in that same
year the company’s first
steamer Trewidden, was
commissioned. Soon after-
wards several others were
wdered all of them from
John Readhead and Sons,
Se Shields. The last
bartha, built in 1962, was
the 87th wvessel constructed
by Readhead’s for the Hair
Steamship Compa

In 1900 Si ward wa:
elected MP for St Ives and in
1910 he bec President of

the UK Ch yber of Shipping
The following year he
received the Freedom
ough of St Ives h-' had
mayor of the town six

es and in 1912 he was

clected Sheriff of Cornwall

When war broke out in 1914
he was appointed by the
Board of Trade to a Commit-
tee on Shipping and Ship-

building

r Edward's only son,
Captain Edward Hain, was
killed at Gallipoli in 1915 and
two ¥ later he too died.
Soon afterwards the Hain
Steamship Company was
acquired by P& O and its
head office was transferred
from St Ives to London
However the links between
the Hain staff and St Ives
were not to be broken and
for many years afterwards
several men from the Cornish
port were to serve the
company, among them Sir
George  Chrnistopher who
joined the company as a
junior clerk in 1905 and was
chairman from 1945 until his
retirement in 1959,

In the 1890"s Sir Edward
built Treloyhan Manor on the
outskirts of St Ives it is
now a Methodist Guest House

and in 1911 he rebuilt the
ancient chapel of St Nicholas
on the Island. The Edward
Hain Cottage Hospital was
erected in memory of his son.

Captain Matthews, who
during this summer, watched
some 35,000 people visit the
Hain room, was with the Hain

Steamship Company from
1913 unul 1962.
“The ecarly days were

tough at times™ he recalled,
“but it was a case of ‘growl
you can, but go you must’.”
There was hardly a2 port
where you would not find an
“H"™ boat, he says and on a
clear day at sea with the ship
hull-down, the white “H”™ was
the most easily recognised
funnel mark of them all.
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Some are rude and crude..but if they are nice,
no one in the world can be nicer’

This is what | think
of we Americans.....

The Captain suggested th ] hange : ) Ay 1€ [ it { . gl !
something for the people. After World War 11, supermarket I h B ! i
Hav ¢ il s and ¥ furi N ) kshak d ha sching |
! A was flect W . h
years | hav We s | ) ! lef ]
h 1 W \ s L earth - :
) \ 5 ad ! | I » I'h hought
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§ Mu \ Th I
. hings rad 1w } I H what | a g
I A N h. | I 1 | 1 tr
g . N | | I : C | t'
stead her my I S : Presid aptain Cutler retires
way a A 11 | P M v
¢S - u P \ v : vo I fon wrot 1he | Capt Roger J H Cutler, who retired from Oriana at the end
A ) | lo. J } i at | th ) f peoy / : - ft Y
and ¢ ) : 1 > v 2 1 n " ( - e |4 from the G [ the ship
i k A . e el N thing. .o . .1 it ) est member m with ¢
iy R . A ® N 1 ¢ ¢ Caprain Cut sa cadet in 1931,
from N A N as i hat. Ar I ated Chitral, Lahore
It s » 5 . 2 il ’ s commanded
: S k < ’ s = . ght Strathmore
v o npi “ ™ Tia O} ; h ) L o gra " Or daughters and
s0. So ¢ rude and crude days Amer was liked ] wa
ad ned. 2 they hat? Th Viet
r at t} nar 1 | the
et These thoughts of e e ‘M .
Tt Ao oo My month in
e Walk T
e ey e st Mar jorie Walker

i o Captain Scott

e s first appearedin
mueomtosies Arcadia’s’Arkadus®

like whip-
Bosun's

over again. Why? If you
when the habit st
and where,

rted
arted,

'd like to know
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THE GREAT SPIRIT BEHIND
SPIRIT OF LONDON
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This light-hearted account by
Maggie Christensen of the birth
of our new £10m cruise liner is a
tribute to all those, seen and
unseen, who helped launch her
cruising career
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Captain Reed Farewell

luncheons
becomes our for- Tonl
Commodore

serving staff

heon In
hor r { Frank Tatam
Rot Jam d Harold
Ne¢ was held i rd
4 18 it Southampton st

th Mr WA Williams
i Administr

ansger, was the principal

n

Frank ned the Onent
129 and served at

Af? ving a com ng ash nl
pp eship witl h ) tant to Mr Bradish
X g Sta h Superintendent. Ir
Mid x Hosp | )’
and Car | Ra t f
Ma Engur | ] Deg
P& O A R ed
I M 140 ny t
) he |
> L St | .
H Dej r
( ! O St eht
) hip Kar
Februa )5 ¢ !
A Lond Har r O
o )4
Pu ey
0 H

‘Orcades - Zeding Hant
'symbol of R N U A
anera Bl o Sty ¥ of TRE Pork and City. Capiain’ Rocd hus ainee faken | 2o RERENE

Mr Ge
stable, who ¢a
rejoined Hin

‘e Governor - General sails home

Mr. Constable

Le

to retire after

42 years

ned ustraliar puty purser in sp 2 acti

1¢ me

t talk

posted to Malta
During the
ith the RAS(

hang up his

Nove

Southampton-born

joined P & O in 1930, w

stire with his wife to ve

in Sydney Accounts Dep

- P & O's head offic
d at Tilbury

right we

could well have
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