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couple wed et gala to

be held
s, in June
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officer, Harold Javens, and He ¢ ¢ to in a London Arrang are now
his 78 year old wife, Elsic, hospital where he was being made for this year's
who live in Cleethorpes, spend a whole week before Gro gala to be held on
Lincolnshire, celebrated their being discharged S 30 June in the
diamond wedding on 29 After the war Harold srounds of the Maori Club at
March served in a number of ships Worcest

Harold, who is 82, met his including Falcon I'he the fair'” 18
wife when they were both Woodwren pent especially
working in a Gnmsby cinema Gannet leenage ind Idren and
in the days of silent films. He Albatross toddl vith their mums and
was a bill poster and Elsie of 65, he fad
sold chocolates leads an active life mending Last vear more than 600

After a six year courtship clocks radios and doing moon teas were served

they married while Harold electrical jobs from + big marquee. If you
was on leave from the Royal Harold and Elsie have two f P&O's
Navy. He was a stoker at the daughters four grand e you will

on

shters and  two  gre
wd-daughters. Among

time and served as such day
during the First World War. grar

ly June ) J

In January 1940 he joined messages of congratulations NS
General Steam and through- they received, was a telegram  Harold and Elsie reading the telegram they received from the Queer worry about being | oult
out the Second World War from the Queen Photo: ( sby Eveni it least for the time being
% But if you work “outside

served as second engineer in
the Cormorant on  fishing London” and are able to
come along, please drop

f

protection duties. - -

Harold can recall many brief note by 10 June to
exciting events which ‘Gala Day, ¢/o PSD, P& O
occurred in those days and Building™, giving the number

one which springs to his mind of
immediately centres around number of *“voung people

@
Bordeaux. [ under 15" in your family
“While we were there” he group. This will help us to
remembers, “news came arrange the extra teas

through that the Germans required
were not very far away Sea  staff  officers and

Iluwcv}'x, the captain ' | ratings, and/or their families
couldn’t find a pilot willing | who can come along are
to take us out — so he did it asked 1o write a similar bnef

e A o e note to “Gala Day, ¢/o PSD.
cled day c ¢ »
ele
Germans arrived.” ! . .
: On another occasion, when held on board the 14,000 ton the Lieutenant-Governor of ¢ hitral heard a message of for it during its long history a | \ The usual coaches from
. R passenger cargo liners Cathay New South Wales, Sir Leslie congratulation from Sandy reputation for efficiency and | ast Ham have been arranged

Cormorant  was bombed [as well as the shuttle b
ey oo | and Chitral on I8 April to Herron and Lady Herron Marshall, Managing Director excellence wherever its ships | | e e
near Tower Bridge, Harold I } on in service  between  Malden

s  and the

own-u

Special celebrations were included a dinner attended by function held on board standards which have eamed

3 | » cente »  Svdney a luncheon of P& O. The message said, trade. From all in Pando may
was blown by the blast along | mark the centenary of the 3 v wcheor in ! ) B > :
an alleyway and banged h,‘:; Eastern and Australian Steam- Brisbane at  the Royal “On behalf of Chairman and | say how proud we are to (“‘”; r (S.R. Station) and the
| ship Company Queensland Yacht Clubanda Board of Pando 1 am have E& A us a member of lub from 2.00.p.m. to 4.00
April 1R was the series of cocktail parties and delighted to be sending E & A our family and wish you the pm E.H. DAVIES

ff anniversary of the actual date gala dinners for passengers this message of congratula- best of luck in the future.” . -
100 Sta on which the contract was travelling on Cathay and lton on reaching is Elght teams In

signed between E & A and Chitral from Australia to hundredth birthday. Over the Cathay and Chitral, cricket cup contest

volunte er the Queensland Government Papua/New Guinea, Rabaul years E & A has successfully together with Australian
| for the carriage of mails (New Britain), Guam, Japan, adapted itsell to meet the Japan Conta Line ships Eight teams have entered
L] | between Brisbane, Sydney Philippines, Hong Kong and requirements ol its customers Arafura and Ariake both | this vear's P& O inter
for Charlty and Singapore Taiwan and has continued to nned by E & A officers departmental  cricket knock
Centenary celebrations Guests at the Sydney maintain  the same high 2 today maintaining | out competition in a bid to

'}
ces| win the Bishopsgate Insur-

passenger and cargo ser

walk

over the routes pioneered | ance Company Trophy
from 1873 by E & A's first Matches are due to be
Over 100 staff lmml steam assisted sailing ships| played in  the evenings,
Pandair Freight have and later its modern | starting at about 6 p.m., at
volunteered to take part in ani passenger cargo ships the Worcester Park sports
cighteen mile charity walk to ground
raise cash for Windsor | Arafura and Arake took I'he draw for the first stage
Mentally Handicapped | over E&A's traditional| of the contest and match
Children's Society. | Japan cargo trades when the| dates are
Sponsors for each walkcri‘ service was containensed in GCD Head Office versus

1970 on the formation u!l Passenger Division (22 May);
AJCL, a consortium made up | Bishopsgate  versus Maori
of OCL, China Navigation| Club (20 June); Group
and the Australia West Pacific| Accounts versus GCD Docks
Line Office (13 June); Manage-

A special feature on E & A ment  Services versus BSD
appears on pages 14 and 15.| Finance (27 June),

North Company
Captain retires

All smiles as Captain John Bisset of the North of Scotland,
Orkney and Shetland  Shipping Company  receives
retirement gifts [rom Mr Herbert Scott, General Manager of
the North Company. On the right is Mrs Bissett. Story page
Jive. g
Photo: Aberdeen Press and Journal

have promised to subscribe
two pence for each mile |
covered. Final results could |
be good as one walker has|
coaxed 52 chanty-minded |
tnends and  acquaintances
into supporting his walk

Scheduled for June 3, the
walk will start and end at the
well-known beauty spot of
Box Hill, near Dorking.
Walkers will follow a course
which will take them through
park and heathland in the
Box Hill area.

Though Pandair Sports and
Social Club has raised money
for charity before, this is its
first attempt at organising a
charity walk.
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Heythrop's missing lifeboat pictured shortly after it had been

washed ashore in Albany

Australia.

As reported in our last

issue, the lifeboar disappeared in November 1971 following

an explosion in Heythrop off the
During the 15 months it was adrift it travelled at least 7,
d was in good order when discovere

mile.
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story is of
lifeboat disaster at
when two lifeboats
ost

the

Padstow

the RNLI
Arab I, to
34 feet self-righter,
which rowed 10 oars. L
1899 1 t

Padstow

one lifeboat had to
suffice at Padstow, but 1
1899 the RNLI decided

lifeboat the
James Steve

aste
the

was

David
the Arab frc

ther, Grut

was appointed
in of the Ja
I'he James Steven
feet with a 15
had a
tons and a

COXSW
Stevens
was 50 long
feet beam She
displacement of 31
speed of 9.3 knots

In the early spring of
Padstow was very pr
the two lifeboats, the A
its boat house at Hawk

1900
1 of

and a 100 yards away at
the moorings the James
Stevens

The lr.ngl-; part of this story

Retiring fleet manager
gets special assignment

Although a retirement
party was held for BSD's

Fleet Manager Patrick Stuart
Williams at the end of April
he will be seen around P & O
a little longer,

Managing Director Sandy
Marshall has given Patrick a
special  assignment to

review our present system for
the recruitment and training

of cadets and junior
engineers.

At Patrick’s farewell he was
presented  with a  leather

documents case and a cheque
by Roger Drummond on
behalf of all his colleagues. A
special au revoir card
2

designed and produced by
Eric Huhndorf of IRD had
been signed by all those
present

Patrick’s career with the
P & O Group spanned over 40
years; before becoming Fleet
Manager of BSD he was
Chairman of Hain Nourse
Ltd

In 1932 he joined
Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co
and served in Calcutta and
Bombay. In 1940 he was
commissioned 2nd Lt in the
1st/Sth Royal Gurkha Rifles,
Frontier Force, and served in
India, Persia and Iraq. In
1944 he was appointed Lt

Colonel, AQMG (Shipping)
with HQI1 Army Group. He
was Mentioned in Dispatches
in 1943

Between 1952 and 1956 Mr
Stuart-Williams was Senior of
the Burma Company of
Mackinnon, Mackenzie and

| his

was Chairman of the Burma |

Chamber of
1955. On
England in

Commerce in
his return to
1956 he was
appointed a Director of
James Nourse Ltd and
became Deputy Chairman of
Hain-Nourse Ltd in February
1964,

On " Aprll 1900 two lifeboats

the aid of a Lowestoft trawler.

By midnight 11 men had perished.

begins

\]'Hl 11
Lo :

west and the
master run under

Stepper shelter
the lee ¢ sadland the
lot of the tr er might have
been comparatively
comfortable had the current
not been racing so swiftly,
not such Irmous
sweeping around

and over the Doom
of the trawler
taken

the Poir
The

crew
hored

ch on
anchor begar

with 71
Soon the

Coxswain Grubb and

Samuel Brown of the Arab,
from the shore,
to fire the roc ku\
ng their 2
I : men havin
from Padstow

Brown called on all
available t«

he Arab. By
wup of

(h\ first grc
lifeboatmen 3
in the

> Crew
their

eir places.
‘oxswain

towards the roch

Bay. The coxsw
took the Arab
Way, a narrow
channel at the back of the
Doom Bar, which i
) e from the
) g aves on the
I\u h"” of the bar. This
partial immunity from the
full fury of the sea was not
long lived, and it was no easy

task to get within hail of the
doomed ship. Through skill
and endurance of coxsw
and crew, however the Arab
was at last not far fr the
Peace and Plenty

Whilst the Arab was going
through the Brittania Way the
James Stevens ste d ou
through the “Narrows” (a
channel between Stepper
Point and the Doom Bar)-at
the helm, David Grubb. Not
far from the coxswain in the
cockpit of James Stevens was
son, Jimmy. Although
crippled in one foot, he had
taken a place in the lifeboat
because a regular member of
the crew was away from the
port on naval reservist duty.
She furrowed her way
through heavy seas to outside
of the Doom Bar.

The Arab had been standing
by the Peace and Plenty the
crew soaked to the skin with

only the !‘HL est breathing
space b ed sea. In
ano es it might
have 5§ to try and
get off the first members of
the Peace and Ple ew
But ar, came

enormous sea
ipletely over
ping eight of
and their oars out of
as no simple
the men back
g surf into the
with most of
¢ Arab was in
ger herself

thundering an
which broke ¢
the Arab

the ¢

swe

great d

To wa those ashore that
she herself was partially
dxanlul the Arab’s distress

were sent flaring up
nto the dark Watchers

David Grubb

on shore obseived these flares
and at that moment saw the
lights of the James Stevens
rapidly approaching from
seaward. In a few moments
members of the crew were
shouting to the people on the

cliffs asking if they Kknew
where the boats were and
what was being done. When
told the Arab had been

burning red signal flares and
that she was in danger, the
James Stevens unmud.‘nhl\
turned her bow to sea.

There was a tense silence,
as, from the cliffs, they
watched the steam boat’s
mast head-light rising and
falling in the raging darkness.
For some time they were able
to follow the course of the
James Stevens by her lights.

When she had gone half a
mile or the
suddenly disappeared. For

few moments they kept t

less lights

eyes fastened on the sp
expecting the lights as the
boat rose from the trough of
the sea to gleam once more
through the darkness. But nc
such re-appe: J -

Presently the

watchman an
interrogating flare. Neither
the James Stevens nor the
Arab replied

There were three ivors
from the James Stevens

Relating their experiences on
the day following the
the survivors
\‘u had \Iunud nu( tc

ld bri X

nl:\.ntl' one of
said

where the re
were burning. Some of the
seas were running as high as a
hous d just after we had
turned, a big one
struck the t

sweey

quart and  turned
completely over, her
going under, and her

t r The

was \.\g]‘(

into
resembled
saw her, “a

who

mn a

s of Hell

\ 10 loss of
The Pk ace and Plenty had
1 driven ¢ to the
naway Rocks, South side
of Hell Bay five mer
of the crew being saved by
the Rocket Brigade three
of her crew being drowned
With the end of the Jam
Stevens and the Arab in the
darkness April 11, 1900, a
memorable chapter in the
history of the Padstow RNLI
station was closed

The Crew of the
Stevens consisted of
Grubb  (coxswain), John
Martin (chief engineer),
James Old (second engineer),
Joseph Stephens (fireman)
Sydney East (fireman),
Edward Kane (deck-hand),
John Bate (deck-hand) and
James Grubb (deck-hand)

The survivors were Orson
French (second coxswain)
and  Ernest Tippett and
Thomas Grant, both
deck-hands.

bers

James
David

e The above account is
taken from a thesis on
Padstow lifeboats written by
Engineer Cadet Robert
Brunyee as part of his
training at the School of
)’a\'lgallon, Warsash, Robert

is also a student at the
College  of  Technology,
Southampton.
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Sir,

| was particularly interested
to read Ex Gunner Greening's
letter in your March issue and
to see a picture of ss
Strathallan taken just before
she sank. | had no idea such a
photograph existed.

was ship's writer on ss
Strathallan from the time she
was converted to a troopship
in November, 1940 until she
was torpedoed. She first
disembarked troops for the
Ist Army in Algiers on 22
November, 1942 and it was
on her second trip from Holy
Loch, at the time when the
Algiers and Oran sections of
the convoy were separating,
the single torpedo struck.

The crew was repatriated
on ss Duchess of York. On
the voyage home, Com-
mander J H Biggs asked me to
type his confidential Report
of Sinking of ss Strathallan: |
think it may be appropriate
to send it to you, getting on
for 31 years after the event:

‘l regret to have to
report the loss of ss
Strathallan on December
21st from the effects of a
torpedo attack followed
by fire. She finally turned
over and sank at 420 a.m.
on December 22nd, 1942,
in position 36: 01.8 N, 00:
333 W. whilst being
towed to Oran, North
Africa.

We had on board
296 Military officers
248 Nurses, etc.

4112 Warrant Officers and
Other Ranks

466 Crew
Total 5122 Persons
The ship carried the

Commodore of Convoy
and  was _ steering  an

Easterly Course in the
Mediterranean and  zig
Zagging, in bright
moonlight, and smooth
seas, and extreme
visibility.

The torpedo struck the
ship at 2.25 a.m. in the
Engine Room on the port
side making a large hole
and damaging the
bulkhead between the
Engine Room and Boiler
Room and also the port
after settling tanks. All
lights failed and ship listed
15° to port at once. The
explosion was very violent,
throwing a huge column of
water over the ship, and
blowing No. 8 boat over
the head of the davits,
from where it could not be
dislodged.

Boat Stations was
sounded on the Alarm
Gongs. The loud speakers
to all parts of the ship
failed. The amplifier in a
room on “B” deck, being
near the explosion, was
probably wrecked. Troops
and crew mustered quickly
and Boats were manned.

The Emergency Dynamo
was very quickly started
and Emergency lighting
throughout ship switched
on.

The sea being smooth

A further
selection
of letters
appears on
page 10

The si
of

nking

Strathallan:
what her
master had
to say in
his report

and the possibility of
being hit again by a second
or third torpedo being
probable, orders were
given to lower the Boats,
They all got away except
No 8 boat blown over the
davit head by the
explosion and 9b boat
which it was found
impossible  to launch
against the list of the ship.
1 heard later that Nos 12
and 14 boats were found
to have much water in
them, probably thrown up
by the explosion and No
14 boat became water
logged and was probably
holed.

Rafts were then cleared
away and some lowered
over the side on their
painlcrs in readiness.

The hs& of the ship was

then 10 bul gradually
moved to 12° during the
day.

Chief Engineer reported
that after Engine Room
bulkhead was intact and
the Carpenter that all
compartments except
Engine Room and Boiler
Room nearly dry.

The Emergency Bilge
pump was started and by
6.30 am. water was
reported  decreasing in
Stokehold.

All remaining troops
ordered to keep to
starboard side to ease the
list. Later, feeling that ship
would remain afloat for
some time, | recalled many
of the ship’s company
from boats.

At 4 a.m. HM Destroyer
Leforey, Capt RMIJ
Hutton, RN, asked
considered ship could be
towed. 1 replied *“‘yes”,
that list remained the same
and bulkheads were intact,
except the damaged one,
and pumps were holding

their own

Passed 6" wire over the
bow, but grass rope from
away
and owing to small power
could not
so passed a
mooring rope
which was made fast, and
commenced at
ship
the

emergency
daybreak a

Destroyer carried
on Capstans
haul it back,
9" manilla

towing
about 6 a.m.
being steered
Bridge from
power. At

the
from

second 9 manilla was
passed to the destroyer
and towing continued at a
speed of about S knots

At 1020 am. HM
Destroyer nosed in on the

starboard quarter and
embarked about 1,200
troops.

I signalled to Leforey
suggesting that remainder

of troops be disembarked
as [ still had about 3,000
on board

Chris Goodall—one
of the heroes

Dear Sir,

Whilst on the subject of the
sinking of the Strathallan, |
think I should take you to
task over a serious omission

on your part.
When she was hit | believe
she immediately caught fire

amidships sealing off
stern section.
The only

the Swimming

organised the launching of
the lifeboats and safely
disembarked all surviving

the

certificated
lifeboatman om the stern was
Bath
Attendant Chris Goodall, He

personnel. For this he
awarded the Lloyds
Medal for Bravery at Sea,

The medal is given to an

was
War

individual, irrespective of
rank, and this is the only
instance | can recall of it

being awarded to someone in
P&O

Chris Goodall became
Chief Steward, but died two
or three years ago

T L Buckler

26 Damian Way
Keymer
Hassocks
Sussex

® Lloyd's War
Bravery at Sea,
1940, is bestowed

officers and men of
Merchant Navy and

Medal

gallantry at
war.
silver,

sea

524. Mr

CH Goodall. In

for
instituted in
upon

the
Fishing
Fleets in cases of exceptional
in time of
The medal is struck in
and the ribbon is blue
and silver. Awards made total
Buckler can recall
the medal being awarded only
to Swimming Bath Attendant
fact,

Commander JH Biggs of
Strathallan, the ship’s Chief
Engineer, G J McLennan and

the Supernumerary 4th
Engineer, J Simpson were
also awarded the medal.

Other P & O recipients have
been Commander L Parfitt,
4th Engineer JB Lakin,
Supernumerary 4th Engineer
J1 Allister and Carpenter H
Bailey (all of Narkunda), and
3rd Engineer R Chard of
Alipore. - Editor,

At 11.15
Verity passed and signalled
she had picked up 1,179
troops and nurses, | heard

am, HMS

later that she had 1,300
odd on board.
At 0030 p.m. HMS
Panther left full of troops
At 0040 pm. HM
Destroyer arrived and at
about 2 p.m. completed

disembarkation of troops

At | p.m. it appeared
very probably that ship
would get in to Oran, but
Emergency Bilge pump
which had pumped much
oil over the side was failing
and could not cope with
the leak. Tug Restive
approached to assist in
pumping, but at 1.15 p.m.
flames shot high out of the
funnel and continued
burning fiercely and paint
on funnel and ventilators
burnt and dropped off

It appears now that oil
had reached the still very

hot brick work in the
boilers and heated and
ignited the oil fuel from

settling tanks or bunkers,
Going below | examined
the bulkheads in E, D, (
and B decks and found
them already red hot and
paint and wood work
smouldering. It appeared
hopeless, but | ordered the
Emergency Fire pumps to
be started up and fire
hoses passed up from the

tug Restive which had
arrived alongside. Also the
ammunition from a

magazine on A deck to be
thrown overboard

This was done but the
fire could not be tackled
in so many places, and the
centre of the ship was
soon ablaze. It was
impossible to check flow
of air through accom-
modation owing to
windows and ship’s side

Thousands saw Schneider Trophy race

Dear Sir,
With reference to your
enquiry re the 0" class

vessel pictured in Wavelength
No 8, this was the Orient
liner, Orford, taken on the
occasion of the Schneider
Trophy contest in the Solent
early in September 1929,
Orford served as the
flagship for the Royal Aero
Club, under whose auspices
the race was held. She was
accompanied by her snster
ship O , recently hand

over by her builders, Messrs
Vickers to the Orient Line,
Both ships had lists of
very distinguished passengers
for the occasion. Orford was
commanded by Captain
Arthur L Owens RD RNR

(later Sir Arthur - he was
knighted in - 1943), and
Orontes was under the

command of Captain FR
O'Sullivan.

The trophy was won by the
British from its [talian
Lol Mi:. Schneid A

Frenchman, gave the trophy
to encourage the develop-
ment of the seaplane. The
speed attained by the British
team was of the order of 340
miles per hour, if my memory
serves aright.

The contest was held on a
glorious Saturday aftermoon,
and hundreds of thousands of
people lined the coast of
Hampshire and the Isle of
Wight, and there were many
more in craft large and small
in the Solent.

After the contest both
ships weighed anchor and
proceeded for a weekend
cruise down the English
Channel. 1 was serving as a
junior officer in Orontes at
the time.

Richard W Roberts
(Captain Retired)
Oronsay,
Sladeway,
Fishguard,
Pembrokeshire,

scuttles being broken.

I returned to the Bridge
through dense smoke and
almost immediately flames

shot up through the B
deck lounge to the
Officers’ quarters, Cadet
McKibbin at the wheel

remained there till ordered
off by me and we both
had to drop over the fore
side of the Bridge and run
through the smoke to
midships on starboard side
of C deck where the tug
was alongside. | then went
aft and ordered abandon
ship and all boarded the
Tug Restive whichcast off

HMS Leforey had ceased
towing about 2 p.m. and
we all transferred to her,
where we were treated
with great consideration

The Tug Restive was
ordered to return to the
Strathallan pick up the
tow ropes and continue
towing

At Captain
request [, the Chief
Officer, Mr Last, and 2nd
Engineer, Mr Lochhead,
remained on the Leforey
in case our knowledge of
the ship could be of any
assistance. |1 heard
that 40 of her crew had
been sent to a salvage
steamer and were on board
the after end of the
Strathallan dumping 6’
.unmunnmn and investi-
gating the possibility of
dn:ng anything more, but
were soon recalled

Towing continued till 4
am. December 22nd,
when ship rolled over on
her port side and sank,
about 12 miles from Oran

I'he casualties amongst
the troops is not known,
but I’'m sure were few,

Of the Ship's Company

Hutton’s

later

the 3rd Engineer, Mr
Morely, and Assistant
Engineer Knox and two

Engine Room Indian crew
were  killed in  the
explosion, and not seen or
heard. One Lascar and one
other Engine Room Indian
are missing.

All confidential Books
and Codes were collected
and thrown overboard. ,

As a trooper the Strathallan
sailed an adventurous war and
in every theatre, especially in
carly 1942 when perforce she
went round the world. She
was a very happy ship.

Colin Perry
10 The Highway,
Sutton,
Surrey



EUROPEAN AND AIR TRANSPORT
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operations between

drive
transported morc

Southampton and Le 196,400 accompanicd
Havre in June 196 cars, 1,690 coaches and
when the British 85,800  freight  units
vessel Dragon (owned since the service J
by P& O) was Normandy

delivered. The French say that the

flag vessel  Leopard scason wi

owned by SAGA) foundati

entered  service the

following year Both

ships were  built in

France and at 6,000

gross fons  are 1
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Normandy Ferries (in uniform, right).

Professor and Mrs William Davies of Aberysiw vth, pictured at Southampion last month before embarking on the
Leopard. Prof Davies, who is Professor of Applied Geology at the University College
wife Janet, were going on holiday in France {and hoping to collect some rock samples) in the Alpes Maritimes. Seen
with them are (left) Captain Charles Gateclou-Marest, Master of the Leopard, Frank Marshall, Finance Manager,
Normandy and Southern Ferries; Mrs Pauline Hallam, French Gowernment Tourist Office; and Par Hemmings,
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their new headquarters,
which are only 1% miles from
the M6/M45
“*spaghetti junction’
Under the mana
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Anglo’s Birmingham staff
have chosen a proud name
from the annals of P& O
history. In the autumn of
1849 while off the coast of
China, the 400-ton Canton
sighted HMS  Columbine

chasing several pirate junks |

IFhe warship was almost |
becalmed. Because of the loss |
of wind, the junks were
slowly but surely making
good their escape by the use
of oarsmen. Seceing HMS |
Columbine’s plight, the
Canton quickly drew
alongside, put across a line
and brought the warship

under tow

Nautical
adviser

Captain Gordon Renshawe
of Eagle, has been appointed
Nautical Adviser to Southern
Ferries Fleet Manager.
Captain Renshawe will retain
command of Eagle.

s I

TIR

wullerton Master Ulster Queen,

fast Steam lifeboat crew

his first trip to

I'he parchments
presented by Colonel
Rennison, Chairman of the
Liverpool Shipwreck and
Humane Society and Mr John
R Turner, Chairman of P & O
Short Sea Shipping,
Liverpool

sea
were

JDW

| arehousé hamed after
19th century steamer

Gradually the
gained «¢ the Later
when the pirates were within
of HMS Columbine's
guns, the Canton cast off,
leaving the warship to mete
out a swilt rate gunfire
which soon reduced the junks
to wreckage or surrender

two
junks

Transport
manager

Michael

J

newly
of

Wilson,

manager
Transport,
Wilson,

began

appointed
Jarvis-Cranmer
Liverpool. Mr
Lancastrian,

his

| transport career with a seven

year student apprenticeship
with Leyland Motors. After
acquiring Higher National
Diploma, he took an
appointment  with  Rank-
Hovis—-McDougall as Trans-
port Manager based at Exeter.
He later joined British Road

g

Services, where his most
recent  appointment  was
Operations Manager  for

Southern BRS Limited.
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Captain who . . - -

-

survived hell

blast retires
to Orkney

N

men have tell the Stre

the

into the

Fewer still have surviv
torpedo  blast

nearly a

air before plumr
stone into the oc
One

Ve
convoys, Cg r
of the North Quay. Later
Orkney and Bisset w
Shipping Company. Though at di
badly hurt and shocked
Captain Bisset was hauled to
safety by his shipmates. But
it was 2}
his fellow survivors were
picked up by an American
destroyer

Such are the harrowing
experniences of y at_sea 1in
war-time. Captain Bisset took
his turn at staring de uh in
the face while o oy
across the notorious 1 lw;l
hunting ground and ships
graveyard of the North
Atlantic. At the time, he was
Master of the tramp vessel
King Arthur en route for the
States from Egypt via the
Cape. Near Trinidad King
Arthur’s useful life came to
en 4 torpe
into its side ¢
after 30 years of
peace-time  scalanng
carcer spanning 48 years
Captain Bisset has handed
over the wheel of the
1.200-ton freighter St Magnus
in favour of retirement.

Half of his life at sea was
spent in deep sea tramps
trading round the world, the
remainder in coastal waters
Captain Bisset has com-
manded most of the North
Company's ships, but his . P y o -
favourite is St Rognvald. Two | * — "
years ago he commanded the
old St Ninian when she On the move
;r::;;l dm[xmi“,'r\‘::::“(-::J:;::X: Four of EUR’s terminal office staff who are pleased ab
OWIErs the company’s move to their new headquarters bt

Captain Bisset, who was Europa House, Tilbury. Susan Maguire, Moya S
born in Kirkwall, plans to Atkinson and Yvonne Wingrave previously worked
settle in Orkney, possibly in| Berth. In Ewropa House at 40 Berth, they have new and
better office accommodation, and are much closer to Tilbur)
Town.

te

2 da |$\ before he and

Coast t Lines” |& i
lan McLaren &g
calls it a day |z.m

Coast Lines

Captain Anglo’s old boys given 8-0 thrashlng

Captain GR Jones retired
at the end of March after over
4)\ years at sea.

.mum Jnnu first went 1o |
sea in 1925 as a deck boy in a

Cardiff lxlmp steamer \nl"‘.;
to South America

He joined Coast Lines in
1938 as an AB -
Monmouth Coast
between Liverpool,
and Penzance. On e
promoted mate mn | ebruary
1940 he transferred to Silver
Coast and during the war|
sailed in many Coast Lines |
vessels 1

He was appointed master ol
Ayrshire Coast in August|
1947 and in recent years has
sailed mainly in  vessels
employed in the Northern
Ireland unit load service The

1in each hall
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S 1 chances: the

they came to scoring

was when they were aw
nalty .

which 1 y
AOT's keeper Dench

Tow the
game the Old Boys
on f¢ extra players
was st 10t enough to ¢

them to score

Overseas Old Boys teams. AOT hottom row (from left) P Adamso

His last command was| Dench, S Pearsor v, B Curry, . C Sugg, M Capper, R Payne, F Burdett. AOT Old Goal Scorers: R Payne 3. P
Dorset Coast on charter to| B Brewis, R Brewi P Robinson, R Wilson. Top row, R Fraser, B Palmer, D I ; 5 ) Adamson 2, ( Suge 2. B
Northern Trailers, Preston. Harper, M Jelliss Tavlor 1

dnglo Overseas (left
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Anne Thallon, whose
husband works for
Burns & Laird Lines,
recalls a day in March
when she witnessed a
drama on the high seas

presen e

re

"Meet Eagle’s new
mascot-Miss Eagle!

]

experienc

chemicals

Southern
Ferries |
Captain
retires

Captain WFH S
retired from Southern Ferr
ch. Captain Smith |
d in GSN and spen

in shore
e oemng
Marine
je of Southern
April 1970
BN T
Bill Brooks has been
appointed Field >
Manager of Southe

Normandy Ferries, u

Holland, Passenger

Mana Bill Brooks joined
GSN 1937, working in
GSN head office catering
department and (after the
war) in the summer service
passenger department. He

moved to
June 1970

e e

Southampton in

Don Matthews, who joined
GSN in 1947 and was closely
involved with the costing
work connected with the
setting up of Normandy and
Southern Ferries, has been
appointed R eservations

Supervisor under Charles| ¢ pern Ferries” 11,600-ton (from right) Rear Admiral lan |
Jones, Passenger Adminis- r liner Eagle now has a Robertson DSC, ormer
tration Manager mascot — Miss Letizia Eagle : ¢ er of HMS
* 0 of Southampt who in her Com Pandair Freight has

Malcolm Pegg has been| spare ime is a Wren Mr | appointed new sales staff in
appointed Fleet Personnel| Communicator WRNR in the . General | Britain and New Zealand
Officer, Southern Ferries.| Solent Division, Royal Nay nager of Southern David Gurney has
After working in the Pay| Reserve To mark her Normandy Ferries d also | succeeded Kerry Fielder
Department of P & O Lines| “adoption” Letizia visited the  Commanding Officer of HMS | now Manager-Information

and Passenger Division from | ship in Southampton to be Wessex at  Southampton:|Services at Pandair's
March 1965, he transferred to | presented with a framed and Mr A B Marshall, Maidenhead headquarters

Southern Ferries with | picture of the Eagle by leftthe sameday fora ho as salesman in the southern
responsibility for crew wages | Captain Gordon Renshawe on  board Eagle with region. He will be based at
inJune 1972 1 (left). Also present were family. Luton to cover Hertfordshire,
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rety of crew and
doctor. What relief and
pleasure we B
ienced when we lea
they were

aboard. “Thank }H:;
Lord for answered
prayer’

Captain Leggatt
doctor and crew of the
Eagle we salute you

Bedfordshire and Cambridge-
shire under the direction of
Keith Wright, Pandair's
Regional  Sales  Manager-
South

In New Zealand, Barry
Taylor (26) has taken over as
Sales Co-ordinator in
Auckland from Andy Gower,
who has returned to a post in
Britain

Sales staff changes at Pandair

British-born,
grated to

Barry e
Australia as a bo

and studied marketing anc
advertising at busines
college. Since then he ha

worked in both Australia an
South Africa

Before taking up his nes
post he underwent a trainin
course at Pandair’s Melbourn
and Sydney branches



Redevelopment plan
claims Hong Kong's
Post Office building

“Readers may be interested
in the attached photograph of
Hong Kong's ever changing
skyline. In the foreground is
Connaught Centre, 50 storeys
high, whose first 16 floors are
already in use and which will
be fully occupied by
December this year, In the
right background can be seen
the Post Office building, due
for demolition shortly, which
is next door to our own
P& O Building, a mere 18
floors high!

The P& O Cup lunch was
held on board Oronsay on 14
April when Captain FB
Woolley entertained the
Stewards of the Royal Hong
Kong Jockey Club, headed by
the Club's Chairman, Sir
Douglas Clague. Also present
at the luncheon were the
winning owner, trainer and
jockey of Hi-Power which
won the race at Happy Valley
on 17th February, A last

minute guest at the lunch was
Captain J Wacher who arrived
by air the previous night from
London, to relieve Captain
Woolley

This was the last P & O Cup

lunch to be attended by
Gerry Salmon, Managing
Director of Mackinnons,
Hong Kong who will be

retiring on | June

Oronsay was in the news in
Hong Kong when, due to a
technical mishap, a BOAC(
Jumbo was ready 10 minutes
after midnight and thus too
late to take off from Hong
Kong's Kai Tak airport. One
hundred and eighty-seven out
of a total 360 irate, weary
passengers bound for

Australia could not be found |

Hotel accommodation
P & O came to their aid

All hands to the rescue,
beds were made up in
Oronsay and everyone got a
good nights sleep. Breakfast

until

A brief look at the
rest of the news

Fire spread through a
15-storey high rise block in
Hong Kong and for a time
threatened to spread to the
P & O Building next door

Prompt action by the
colony’s firemen prevented
the building being engulfed
but the Fire Department
barred the building to staff
and office workers until the
fire was brought under
control in the mid-morning.

Services has
Mr  Alexander

Sealine
appointed

Hi-Power wins Challenge Cup

Lad,

»s

Sir Andrew and

RISACS

had presented the P & O Challenge Cup to winning owner |
and trained by Jack Goswell. At the

= )

Lawson as its new Managing
Director.

Mr Lawson, who is due to
take up his appointment at
the beginning of July, is
joining Sealine Services from
Frigoscandia, where he is
currently Head of Marketing

Sealine Services' new
Financial Controller is Mr
Ross Sinclair, who has been
transferred from the
headquarters of the P& O
General Holdings Division,
where he held the post of
Management Accountant

!man

was served in the morning

before passengers headed for

the airport, leav behind
their thanks and a promise
from three of them to cancel
their air tickets when they
reached Australia and join the
ship instead f a cruise
That's a nice bit of air-sea

CO-Oper:

Richard Nicholls.

~ GENE

R

AL HOLDINGS DIVISION

Bill finds his man
after 56 years...

A former German corporal
who lost his Iron Cross during
the First World War has just
had it returned to him by the
who found it P&O
pensioner Mr P F (Bill) Finch

Mr Finch, one time deputy
manager of the Orient Line
Insurance Depart ment, found
the medal Germany's
highest award for gallantry
56 years ago in France while
serving as a second licutenant
with the Honourable Artillery
Company

Although he

managed to

|trace the owner in 1939, the

Second World War intervened
and it was not until a few
we ago that the medal was
eventually handed over to its
rightful owner

Mr Finch, himself the
holder of the Military Medal
for “conspicuous gallantry"
takes up the story

‘In 1916 during the British

v Crichton (right foreground) pictured at Hong Kong's Happy Valley race course after Lady Crichton
Mr Lam Yau-Yin. Mr Lam's horse, Hi-Power, was ridden by L Roe
time Sir Andrew and Lady Crichton were paying a farewell visit to Hong Kong prior to

Sir Andrew's retirement as Chairman of Overseas Containers Limited.

attack on Beaumont-Hamel
on November 13 | was in a
German dugout a short
distance inside their front line

running north of the River
Ancre; two men were with
me

Entrances had been made
in @ bank alongside what had
once been the road from
Albert through Beaucourt to
Arras which was being heavily
shelled. We were glad of the
few minutes respite from the
continuous din and horrors
outside

In a chamber off the main
corridor, several overcoats
were hanging up and in a
corner stood a metal drum of
German rum

1 noticed that the
epaulettes on the shoulders of
the overcoats were numbered
55. 1 had the contents of the
pockets brought to me for
investigation and found

among them an envelope
containing an lron Cross, 2nd
Class

For the next two days we
were busy. The 63rd (Royal
Naval) Division in which we
were operating took
Beaucourt and Licut-Colonel
(later General) Freyburg
gained a Victona Cross

In December of that year, |
went on leave and left a few
small souvenirs, including the
envelope containing the lron

Cross, at home in an old
sultcase
Not until 1937 was 1 at

home again for any length of
time. 1 then took the chance
to look through my old kit
and examined the envelope
and the lron Cross more
closely. The address on the
former read Gefreiter
(Corporal) Spiecker, 2 Garde

Ref Division, Ref Inf Regt No
S5, 111 Batt, 12 Komp, and
.on the back the name and
address of the sender

Spiecker, Godelheim.,

1 doubted if the recipient
was still alive the British
shelling had been intense for
three days before the attack

but if he was | had every
intention of sending him back
the lron Cross; the man who
had earned it must have been
a pretty useful soldier

As a preliminary | wrote to
the Burgomaster of
Godelheim, After a  long
interval he replied saying that
Herr Spiecker had moved to
Gelsenkirchen-Buer

The Burgomaster that
place, after more delay,
traced his address and sent it
to me. | was thus able to
confirm that he was the
Corporal Spiecker I sought. |
then wrote direct to Corporal

of

Spiecker, After further delay
Corporal Spiecker wrote back
saying he had been on
holiday but he would be
getting in touch with me
again.

His letter was dated August
21, 1939. Then the Second
World War broke out. |
wondered if his holiday had
been spent in an annual
military training period on
the Reserve: he was no doubt
an efficient NCO.

In reading the history of
the First War, | found that
‘lhc 55th Regiment, 2nd
Guards Reserve Division, had
earned a fine reputation when
they held the Gommecourt
Salient and repulsed the

gritish  with heavy losses
when they attacked on July
1, 1916 at the start of the
Battle of the Somme

They had then moved
south to the River Ancre
sector where they opposed
the battalion in which | was
serving, the Ist battalion of
the Honourable Artillery
Company, when we attacked
and captured their trenches

In 1948 1| took up the
search again and wrote to the
Gelsenkirchen-Buer  address
Not surprisingly there was no
reply. The district had been
heavily bombed in the
Second War, In 1957 | worte
once more without result

At the end of 1972 | made
a final effort. A lady | knew
who had been born in
Germany went back there for
a long holiday

It was just possible that
Herr Spiecker still lived and |
asked her to try and locate
his whereabouts if such was
the case

To my great pleasure and
astonishment she succeeded.
He had again moved and lived
in Hoxter, West Germany
Surprisingly he told my
friend that he had Kept the
letter 1 sent to him in 1939,

At last 1 was able to write
to him again and sent him a
map showing the position of
the dugout I'd entered. His
reply was most enlightening,

He realised why and how |
had been there and said that
he knew the terrain well for
he had stayed in that locality
for 10 weeks.

He told me the Iron Cross
had been awarded to him for
his conduct in the
Gommecourt operation in
July 1916.

On that fateful morning of
November 13, 1916, he and
the other inmates of the
dugout had been called out in
such a hurry when they were
attacked that they left most
of their personal belongings
behind. Very soon afterwards
they had been captured. He
had been sent as a prisoner to
a camp in Scotland and
repatriated to Germany in
November 1919,

1 sent back the medal to
him and in reply he has
written: 'l never thought to
se¢e my lron Cross again.
Therefore 1 am lucky and
thank you very, very much.”

At long last we are both
satisfied.’

7
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Mr Alan Bl

church
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Pandair man weds

gckall and Miss Susan

Cook after their we
March

Engine room rating
awarded BEM

Herbert John Dowling
aged 65, for 37 years a
seaman with the P & O Group
has been presented with the

British Empire Medal
awarded to him in the New
Year's Honours list

T'he presentation at
Lancaster House was made by
Mr Cranley Onslow,
Parliamentary Under
Secretary ol State for

Acrospace and Shiy
Mr Dowling
aring career in ¢ when
he joined the Merchant Navy
as a trimmer and in 1933 he
became a fireman, He joined
the P & O Group in 1936 as a
firer and in
promoted to re¢

greaser
During the
served  on

Belfast
Steam

Captain
retires

Captain Tom Kane of the
Belfast Steamship Company
retired at the end of March

His first trip to sea was in
1929 when at the age of 16
he joined the Ulster based
Head Line Company's ss Lord
Londonderry as a deck boy

He joined the Belfast
Steamship Company in 1937
as an AB with Ulster Castle
and stayed with this ship
almost continually until she
was scrapped in 1950. By this

$¢3

1

last war he
auxiliary

time he was master of the
vessel.

In recent years, Captain
Kanc sailed mainly in
command of cattle ships on
the Liverpool, Belfast and
Londonderry trades, His last
command was Lancashire
Coast.

8

vessels

and rejoined  his

company at the end of 1945
Sin

e then Mr
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ind

Dowling has
engine room
numbe of

passenger cargo vessels
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Mantua in a spot of bother

while he got over his spots

The indignity of grown men
falling ill with rubella and so
endangering the wheels of
commerce, was a cause for
grave concern on  BSD's
Mantua recently

Luckily the ship was able to
call on the excellent skilled
nursing help of one of the
wives on board and the
patient had a whale of a time

Indeed the nursing was so
good that it was rumoured
that another officer appeared
in his pyjamas in the second
bed in the hospital wanting to
know when he was going to

get his blanket bath. We
assume this was dealt with
appropriately. Perhaps the

cure for Rubella Imaginata is

inj. aqua dist, intramusc. with
a number 0 needle

Our photograph was taken
at the recovery party, which
coincided with the patient’s
20th birthday. That's him
wielding the knife into the
red spotted cake, and the red
spotted birthday card behind

his head was a permanent
souvenir for him to take
home to mum. AJAX

ny str courrences
have take I'mident
P&O ce | have
been SO
strang ev that took
place the dec of
ast | er

2. The ancient
Rolling

had
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before

15148 Hicers

although they

were sea, this traditional
sport should not be bypassed
this y
On the m ing of the
twenty ninth the four
supposedly-fit olficers
namely Clive Astley Radio
Offy Mike Fox Third
Officer, John
Kwill Third Officer and

Alan
Officer
cach

Although he would not

Davis Junior Engineer
armed with a raw
egR lined up for the
start
participate, our starter
chief egger-onner

Commodore Basil

and
was
Thomson

Successful

The Spring Meeting
of the London
Shipowners Golfing
Society was held on 4
May at Walton Heath
Golf Club, writes J M
Hodson, Secretary
Pandor Golf Club.

J. Foreman (Scotland
Supervisor, Educational

At the start
. g pace

double

spun rou
rolled back tow
By the time he
it, the other
ahead
Mike so
but his
started leaving a vy
of yoke which soon
very sticky in the hot s
thus slowed t
of the following
of this, John
catch up with Clive
and the three
jockeyed for position
approached the narros

was

past the manifold
proved to be a
treacherous part of the

where all participatis

developed hairline spl
forcing

their rollers

day for P&

Cruises) won the |

Line Scratch Tro
with a score of
points,

The P&O t

entered in the Har
Cup Competition

Foreman, DT Yo
SJ Turpin and
Blackeney) had
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ster takes over the helm
vall's First and Last Inn

occasion, Captain  Ducker
gave a cocktail party in his
cabin for his fellow officers
and the ship's petty officers
and supernumeraries. A
number of officers’ wives
went along too and according
to our correspondent, an
excellent time was had by all
with much laughter and leg
pulling and lots of “short
cats” made by Leading
Steward Fernandes

Captain Ducker and a group of Pe

During the party, pro
ceedings were brought to a
halt to allow Cadet K Berry
on behalf of the officers and

wives, present Capt

Ducker with a handsome
cheque and the bell from
British Architect which
everyone present felt nightly
belonged to him and should

take a place of honour in the
First and Last

Captain  Ducker, who s

tty Officers during his farewell cocktail part)

married with two children, is
now preparing for what he
hopes will be a long, thirsty
summer
He would be delighted t
se¢e anyone from th 1l
First and La 15
zance is only 2 miles
Falmouth he hopes to
touch with old
visiting any ships
the P& O fleet that g

drydock

Final Canberra
Award tour
gets under way

I'he | During their
young la 5 i stay in Britain
under the Canber Award agnicultural
Scheme the scheme ends industr C
this year i n the r
Southampton on at Kenilworth

more cautiously

Meanwhile, Mike, the
leader, had reached the
forecastle about two

hundred feet ahead and the
halfway stage. So the rest of
us had a lot of catching up to
do

We passed a few of the
crew later who looked upon
us with bewildered
bemusement but undeterred
we continued rolling
furiously after the distant
Mike, who seemed to be
having a little difficulty
negotiating a wire stretched
above the course only a few
feet from the deck. It was at
this point that we
encountered a cross wind and
Clive, who was then lying
second, misjudged his footing
and stepped right on top of
his egg - thus leaving him no
option other than to retre
Much later it was suggested
that perhaps he realised that
he was done for and knew
that he would not be able to

golfers

successful day beating
Houlder Bros A team in
the quarter final.

The teams that will
compete in the
semi-final at the

Autumn Meeting at Mill

Hil on the 28
September  wi'!  be
Fyffes, B&C, P& O
and Bell Line.

icer becomes
pion egg roller

complete the course anyway
so stepped on  his
purposely!!

However, with Clive out of
the race, John and Alan were
better placed to catch up
with Mike. On the way back

the forecastle, John's |
received a major crack |
and all the contents \[Yl“n’\l‘

from

out thus leav emptly
shell which, be s light as a
feather, was it by

the
wind and blown at a rate
of knots toward
line with John in pursuit

Alan observed that John
was making a lot of ground
with an empty shell so, not to
be outdone, he tried breaking

his even further
Unfortunately, after a little
delicate cracking, he ended

up with a flat piece of shell
and had to be content with
pushing this along the deck
for the rest of the race

Mike, obviously a born egg
roller, won with John arriving
fifteen seconds later and Alan
still having about a quarter of
the course to complete. As
Clive tried to discreetly
return from the forecastle, he
was confronted by one of the
crew with the question: “Oh
Sahib, where is your egg?”

By the finish we had been
bent double for seventeen
minutes and the next three |
days were spent in back-break-
ing misery. Never again — not
for another year anyway!

JOHN BALKWILL |
Third Officer |
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for the final P& O Canbe
Scholarship. This is worth
AS2.500 (£1,358) ¢
winner who will be )

group to visit the cour
winng ol the
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P& Oin 1959

While the six Awustralians
are in the UK, six British
young farmers are wvisiling
Australia The first two

| representatives from Scotland

and Northern Ireland, who

loT members make Siled o 06 OCL
containership Jervis  Bay

reached Sydney ecarlier this

tour of France S !

- Congratulations

Leopard, Normandy Ferries" 6000-ton cross-Channel ferry, . to Mr A B Greenshiclds,

was host to a party from Britain’s Institute of Transport this 3rd  Engineer Officer Bulk
month at the start of. their 1973 study tour of France. | Shipping Division and his |
Pictured here admiring a metal sculpture of a leopard on board wife on the birth of a
the ferry are Chief Steward Jean Jamet, Mr D McKenng, | 93ughter, Fiona Mary, on 3
President of the Institute and Mrs McKenna April.

udged the best ¢
tudent 1
book 1ok

year OND
tokens worth
with BSD an

Death of
Sister
Maud

Fisher

Maud
years with P& O
before retining in 1950, died

Sister
spent 25

Fisher, who

on 25 March, after a short
illness. She was 74

Sister Maud joined Ranchi
in 1929 and later served in
Strathaird, Strathmore,
Strathnaver and Moloja,

She lived in  Oasby,
Grantham with her sister,
Miss Agnes Fisher, to whom
we sent our sincere
condolences.




CENTRAL STAFE DIVISIONS

Former
Chief
Officer
appointed
Head

of PR

Mr Robin Sanders,
previously International Co-

ordinator in the Public
Relations Division at SKF
Group Headquarters in

Gothenburg, Sweden, has
joined P& O as Head of
Information and  Public
Relations

Mr Sanders, who is 38,

spent the years from 1952 to
1960 in the Merchant Navy,
reached the rank of Chief
Officer and obtained his
Master Manner's certificate

After working as a

journalist in London, the Far
East and the United States he

won a scholarship to the
graduate school of jour-
nalism, Columbia University
In 1964 he joined the staff of
the Economist as an
industrial correspondent

In 1969 he moved to the
Sunday Times Business News
and as a business journalist
specialised in shipping,

Before you moan
at our telephone

girls - read this!

transport, and the engineering |

industry. In 1970 he joined
the Public Relations Division
of SKF.

Boy radio ham
gives Oriana
full marks

Fourteen year old New
Zealand radio ham, Richard
Walshe who tuned in to
Oriana  while she was
communicating with Welling-
ton Radio, has been sent a
photograph of the ship as a
means of verifying his report

The picture, together with
a letter of congratulations,
were sent by L H Spiess,

e Luxury modern central
heated bungalow situated
Wroxham (Broads) to rent for
holidays. Furnished. Will
sleep six. TV, ideal fishing

Head of Ships Radio Services,
Technical Services Division.

In a letter Mr Spiess tells
Richard that his reception
report was “‘excellent” and
there can be no doubt that
the ship he heard was Oriana.

When Richard wrote to
P & O with the details of the
reception report, he said he

thought and hoped - that
the frequency used was
8,236.4khz. Apparently he

was spot on

He said when he picked up
the transmission there was a
slight humming, no crackle,

What is happening to the
P & O Telephone System?

T'his is a question which
has been asked by a number
of people over the past
eighteen months, if not
longer. For various reasons it
15 not an easy one to answer
From time to time it has been
apparent to our customers
and staff that there are
problems with this important
communications system,

which links P & O Building,
Beaufort House, Navigation
House and Royal Albert

Dock office with each other
and the outside world.

The main trouble has been
the delay in being picked up
by our exchange when
telephoning in from outside
This is the symptom, but
what causes the delay? Is it
shortage of operators?
Inadequacy of equipment?
Inefficient call handling? Or
is it that P & O is just too big
and complex an organisation
be served by a central
exchange?

I'hese are the sort of things
that had to be looked into
pretty  seriously and in
considerable depth before a
reasonable view could be
laken,

In the carly days of the
re-organisation it was not
possible to pinpoint where
the troubles lay, as most

Ipcuplc were unfamiliar with
the new set-up and this led to
a general slowing down of the
telephone  service. Callers
either did not know who they
wanted to speak to, or
thought they knew and were
wrong. It is hard to say which

to

when telephoning exchange
numbers which used
represent houschold na

such as British India, and The

New Zealand Shipping Co
and which overnight were
absorbed into a P&O

Division,

I'his however is one side of
the story, and the
re-organisation settled down
people became familiar with
new names ar telephone
numbers. In the meantime,
discussions were being hel
with the Post Office and
Reliance Systems, who
manufactured our equipment,
and other telecom-
munications experts, to see
what  modifications were
needed on the technical side.

We were fortunate to be
supported all this time by a
first-rate team of operators
who still managed to provide
a courteous service despite
constant staff changes, the
re-forming and re-siting of
departments and divisions,
and an inward flow of some
3,300 calls each day

The basic problem is that
with a complex purpose-built
system such as ours (at the
time of building there was
only one bigger of its type).
with provision for 1,500
extensions, four satellites,
360 public exchanges lines,
private lines and night service
facilities, it just is not feasible
to make radical changes to
the fundamental operating
structure without a thorough
re-appraisal of the demands
and traffic patterns required.

Such a re-appraisal was not
practical at the time of the

as

this service
For example 21 additional

circuits have been added
between P& O Building
exchange and Beaufort
House, by cannibalising
certain parts from the
Cockspur Street and King

George V Dock satellites,
Shortly we will be in a
position to see what can be
done in the way of making
better use of the telephone
equipment we now have, and
at the same time consider
designs of equipment to meet
our estimated future needs in
the short, medium and long
term. This is calculated to
lead to a better all-round
service with fewer delays
Whatever we achieve
within our own exchange,
however, will continue to be
influenced by the problems
the Post Office have to face
At the present time there is
shortage of exchange
equipment, lack of sufficient
experienced technical staff,
and obsolescent equipment
on a nation-wide scale. The
national demand for
telephones has far exceeded
the estimated growth rate,
and the Post Office is
constantly trying to catch up
In a concentrated area such as

the City of London the
problems are of course
magnified and congestion
occurs in the Post Office

exchanges themselves

It is to be hoped that as
new equipment of advanced
design is introduced into the
British  public telephone
exchanges so subscribers will
begin to reap the benefit of

and boating, etc. Telephone: the strength of the signal was |type was more difficult to re-organisation, although an improved service on an
Mr WIJ Sorrell,. Ext 5175 good, and overall the |deal with. Apart from this, since that time many changes international scale.
(office hours 01-283 8787). transmission was ‘good’. | many people were confused have been made to improve APS
Letters to the Editor
=

It was Orford - without a doubt
Dear Sir, it is Orford. ship some wears later after Naples Harbour the Italian in the North Sea.

With reference to the can remember Mr Bott returning from Sydney in the liner, Roma, drifted into us E F Jillings
photograph published of an coming on board Orontes ship as Supernumerary during a high wind and 27 Ashfield Crescent
ocean liner in your last issue, while we were there Purser. carried a section of the rails South Lowestoft
the photograph was taken at Captain S S Burnnand OBE ~ The Ormonde had all but away from the foredeck, Suffolk

the Schneider Cup Race in

September 1929 and is of
Orford.
The Orontes had just

completed her trials and was
on her way round to Tilbury
to prepare for her first cruise
but was diverted to
Southampton to join Orford
as flagship to Royal Aero
Club members.

Orontes, the last of the
20,000 ton class, had a soft
nosed stem and a slightly
different bow whereas Orford
and the rest of that class had
a straight stem.

I was 2nd Officer on
Orontes at that time and until
1 lost it, when Orcades was
torpedoed, had a photograph
of both vessels taken at the
Schneider Cup meeting. It is
interesting to see the various
names given to the ships but
there is absolutely no doubt
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Oceania

52 St Mary’s Road
South Benfleet
Essex

Flagship

Dear Sir,

It may be of interest to
you, and to your readers, that
I was aboard Orontes when
she was flagship for the
Schneider Trophy Air Race in
1930! 1 feel, therefore, that

the much discussed
photograph is that of
Orontes.

It is certainly not Ormonde
as one reader suggests for |
made a number of voyages to
Australia and back, joining
her as Third Assistant Purser
when the ship sailed from
Tilbury on 20th August,

1921 (Voyage 8). I left the Osterley in

mast-head high funnels which
were slightly elliptical and
not round as were those of
the other Orient Line ships.

She was frequently
referred to as the ship with
the Woodbine funnels!

A J Hampton

St. Joseph's
Branksome Wood Road
Bournemouth BH2 6BU

First

Dear Sir,

It was with great-interest
that | read my copy of
Wavelength number 9.

I sailed in the Orford, and
from several photos I took of
her would say that she is the
one pictured in your query
with a seaplane overhead.

1 made my first voyage in
1929. While in

sliced off a couple of bollards
and pushed the anchor into
her side. We had a leak on
that side the rest of the way
home, and it was the Ist
Officer, 1 think, who cleared
the gangway quickly before it
crashed on to the quay
preventing any loss of life.

I saw the end of the Orford
as I was on her when she was
dive bombed and set on fire

while anchored outside of
Marseilles,
Your account in the

number 3 issue of the sinking
of the Orcades off Cape
Town on 10 October 1942
was of special interest to me.
I was on her at the time and
have kept in touch with two
other stewards who were
serving with me,

Since being pensioned off
with ill health from Orsova, |
have been working on oil rigs

Disguise

Dear Sir,

With reference to Mr PF
Finch's account of his voyage
in the mv Ruby, | believe this
to be a somewhat poor
disguise for the ship
illustrated on page 9 of your
current 1ssue.

I  have compared the
picture with two that | have
in my possession and | am
sure that the vessel is the mv
Olivine (1354 grt) owned by
the Gem Line Ltd. (Wm
Robertson Shipowners Ltd of
Glasgow).

Robert Gore
Fair Acre
Lothersdale
Keighley
Yorkshire BD20 8HQ

Obituary

We record with deep regret
the following deaths

P&O

C Williams on 10 February,
aged 62; E Knight on 6
March, aged 67. Mr Knight
joined P & O in January 1927
and retired in January 1962;
Ronald Eric Pooley, assistant
barman in Oriana until a year
ago, on 20 March, aged 24,
Melvyn Richard Spendley,
2nd laundryman in Himalaya,
on 15 April, aged 25; JH
Whittaker on 24 March, aged
71 Mr Whittaker joined
P & O in November 1901 and
retired in May 1964; Miss M
Fisher on 25 March, aged 74;
I Kelly on 6 April, aged 64;
WH Evans on 27 April;
Ralph Edwards, night watch-
man in Oronsay, on Al7
February aged 60 after being
taken ill at sea.

BRITISH INDIA

J Fyfe Smith on 11
January; R Hutchison 13
March, aged 71.

GENERAL STEAM

H Symes on 4 March; PG
Godfrey on 3 Aprl; R
Steptoe on 11 April, aged 79.
[Mr Steptoe joined General
Steam in December 1932 and
retired in January 1960; H E
Davies on 6 April; H R Brown
lon 20 April, aged 72. Mr
Brown joined General Steam
in November 1934 and
retired in December 1965.

THE NEW ZEALAND
SHIPPING COMPANY
| E du Pasquier on 14 March
Mr du Pasquier retired in July

1959; WA Scott on 23
March, aged 74. Mr Scott
retired in October 1958; J

Smith on 19 April, aged 73.
Mr Smith retired in January
1960.

COAST LINES
J Corbett on 1 March; D
Casson on 28 February, aged

85. Mr Casson joined Coast
Lines in April 1903 and
retired in September 1950;

Miss A Bruce on 24 January,
Miss Bruce joined Coast Lines
in 1921 and retired in April
1941 J Sinnott on 8
February, aged 74, Mr
Sinnott joined Coast Lines in
April 1945 and retired in
August 1959; Miss E E Casey
on 6 March, aged 75. Miss
Casey joined Coast Lines in
1916 and retired in February
1958; R M Wrangham on 21
March, aged 66. Mr
Wrangham joined Coast Lines
in July 1926 and retired in
January 1968; W McKay on 4
April, aged 82. Mr McKay

joined Coast Lines in April
1907 and retired in
September 1949; M

McSporron on S5 April; SK
Amer on 27 April.

MOSS HUTCHISON
W J Slade on 4 March.

HAIN NOURSE

H Clinch on 28 April, aged
71. Mr Clinch joined Hain
Nourse in October 1960 and
retired in March 1967,

MACKINNON
KENZIE

R H Dalbiac on 3 March; V
| Morini on 11 April.

MAC-

General  Cargo  Division
have asked us to record the
deaths of the following: Mr
G A Dufus on 14 January
{1972; Mr R Haggart on 10
|April 1972.




GENERAL CARGO DIVISION

NZS C
book

offer
still
open

Copies of the book,

In the Wake of Endea-
vour which tells the
story of The New
Zealand and Federal
Steam Navigation Ship-
ping Companies, can
still be obtained by
staff at half price.

Cheques or postal
orders for £2.00 should
be sent to Miss FM
Beall of International
Relations Division at
the P& O Building,
Leadenhall Street,
London EC3.

In the Wake of
Endeavour was one of
the last works under-
taken by journalist
Gordon Holman before

his sudden death in
November.
Known throughout

the shipping world, Mr
Holman was a leading
authority on the indus-
try and for many years
was shipping and naval

correspondent for the
London Evening
Standard.

In the Wake of

Endeavour is the story
of the men and ships of
a great shipping enter-
prise, and of their
exploits in peace and
war.

It was in 1873 The
New Zealand Shipping
Company was founded,
in Christchurch, New
Zealand, with a fleet of
four sailing ships.

Gordon Holman
traces the history of the
company from those
early, difficult days,
when it played such an
important role in
colonial development,
through the golden age
of sail and the advent
of the steamship, right
up to the operation of
modern,  refrigerated
Cargo carriers.

He describes the men
of vision who have con-
trolled the growth of
the company across the
years, and how in 1912,
they acquired the ships
of the Federal Steam
Navigation Company
by amalgamation. By
that time the com-
pany's fleet had
expanded to 35 ships,
totalling over a quarter
of a million tons.

The deeds of the
brave sailors  and
famous ships of that
fastgrowing fleet in the
testing conditions of
the twentieth century
— including the hazards
of two world wars, as
well as the continual
battle against the sea —
are retold in gripping
style

The climax of the
hundred year story is
the bright future in
prospect for the com-
pany as an integral part
of the giant Peninsular
and Oriental Steam
Navigation Company.
Its ships continue to
sail in the wake of
Endeavour.

the

I expect many, or quite
probably all, the people who
read this article will have felt
the same excitement and
hope, at the commencement
of their carcers, that I felt
when | woke up on the day |
was to join the Durham

I was very proud of my
brand new uniform with its
shiny brass buttons and [ felt
very anxious to join my first
ship.

The various goodbyes and
tearful farewells were com-
pleted and by midday I was
seated in a train feeling very
self-conscious in my new
uniform, rushing towards my
destination at forty miles per
hour

It was in the train that the
first doubts began to assail
my too happy and excited
mind. Supposing my uniform
wasn't right? Should | salute
everyone?

These and many
disturbing thoughts rushed
through my brain. By the
time the train reached the
station where | was to alic at,
my heart was beating faster
than it had ever beaten
before.

However, 1 asked the
ticket collector the way to
the docks and started off in
the direction he indicated,
clutching my suitcase tightly
in my hand and feeling very
nervous. After a few minutes’
walk I saw in the near
distance many cranes inter-
mingled with ships’ masts and
here 1 must confess that my
steps began to falter, but
however slowly I must have
gone | reached the dock gates
within a few minutes,

There | saw a constable
chatting to one of the dock
workers, occasionally stop-
ping his conversation to
examine the permits of cars
and lorries which were
passing to and fro through
the gates.

1 approached him very
nervously to ask where |1
might find the Durham. He
gave me the necessary instruc-
tions and | went down the
road past lorries laden with
goods ready for loading and
from ships just unloaded, and
at last | came to a dock where
I could see several ships.
“Now | wonder which is the
Durham” was the first
thought in my mind.

I looked first at a ship
rather dirty and old with its
Red Ensign flapping in the
cold wind of the quickly
descending winter evening,
Then at a large smart ship
contrasting very vividly with

other

Durham

the first, with beautiful white

paintwork and an air of
efficiency and power
“No! Neither of those

could be the Durham,” | said
to myself, for the first was
too old and dirty and the
second was obviously a
passenger ship, and 1 knew
from the prospectus which |
had read so many times, that
the Durham did not carry
passengers.

I wandered a little further
and in the next dock | saw a
ship which, without looking,
1 felt certain to be the
Durham. Yes! | was right!
There on the stern were the
letters that meant so much to
me.

How small 1 felt and how
unimportant beside  that
beautiful ship with its bright
and smart appearance, which
was to be my home for
several years.

I felt I hardly dared to go
up the accommodation
ladder. | seemed too small to
belong to that ship; it seemed
so tremendous, so powerful
so domineering.

At last 1 plucked up
courage and started up the
ladder. What a dreadful noise
it made! Click, clack, click,
clack, click, clack ... | was
sure that it never made that
frightful noise when other
people went up it,

I was certain that | was
climbing it the wrong way,
and ... click, clack, click,
clack . .. it seemed an endless
ladder. I felt that when | got
to the top everyone would be
looking to see who dared to
make such a noise to spoil the
pleasant quiet of the evening,

But when I got to the top
1 found to my great relief
only one person and he was
in uniform similar to my
own,

I did not know whether to
salute or to say “Hello,” but
eventually after much
nervous stammering on my
part he asked me if | was
“one of the new ones™,

I replied that 1 was so he
told me to go *“‘down aft" and
to go through the door where
all the lights were and to ask
someone there where | was to
put my bag,

Luckily 1 happened to
know what *“‘aft” meant, so
feeling  very  miserable |
thanked him and walked
along the deck towards the
place mentioned. Arriving at
the open doorway | was
conscious of a blaze of light,
some stairs and a lot of noise.
Above the door | saw a little
nameplate marked

knew |
had at last arrived at my
destination. | hesitated for a
few seconds then entered this

so |

“Apprentices”

brightly lit vestibule where
shining white paint made a
dazzling contrast with the

darkness outside.

I went down the stairs and
at the bottom | came to a
white wall with a passage
running right and left,

Opposite me was a large
crest, the Durham’s crest, and
1 stood looking at it for some
time waiting and hoping
against hope that someone
would come so that I might
ask him what | should do. |
very soon got tired of waiting
around so | determined to try
and find someone

1 looked first to the left
and then to the right, but
ecach way seemed to be just as
cold and uninviting as the
other, so | made up my kind
to go to the left.

| found a door which had
the words “Oilskin Locker™
written above it, then, where

the passage turned to the
right, I saw another door
marked “‘Schoolroom™, |

went a little further up the
corridor and came to a door
marked “Apprentices™. It was
shut, so I decided to try and
find an open door through
which 1 could see someone.
My luck was in and at the
next cabin I found the door
was open and standing just
inside the doorway was i
person  putting something
inside a locker. | asked him if
he knew which cabin 1 was
going to be put in and he very
Kindly took me through a
corridor which seemed to me
to be endless

But, however, at last we
came to a door and having
asked me my name he walked
inside and beckoned to me to
follow him, When he entered
everyone discontinued their
own conversations to
welcome him, but immedi-
ately 1 was seen, the
conversation  ceased  and
everyone looked at me.

I was only conscious of a
crowd of enquiring faces,
several bunks and a pile of
coats hanging on two pegs
opposite the door. The
rcrson who had helped me
ind my cabin said, “This is
B~ and this is S— and these
are your cabin mates. I'll
leave you-to see to the
introductions, but first of all
you'd better see the Cadet
Captain™, | was taken across
to a cabin opposite my own
by my guide, and he knocked
at the door.

When we had  heard
‘Come in" we entered, and
my guide announced that |

was the new apprentice who
had just come on board. In
this small cabin, even smaller
than the last, | saw two or
three people watching a game
of bridge that was in progress,
and at my entry everyone
looked up, not in the same
friendly inquisitive way as the
other cabin but in a way that

secemed to  me definitely
hostile. One whom | pre-
sumed to be the Cadet
Captain told me not to

unpack that might but to wait
and do it before breakfast
next  day That was all. |
retired quickly from this
cabin and returned to the
first cabin  which, even
though | had only been in it a
few minutes before, seemed
to me a very warm and
friendly place

No sooner was | inside
than the introductions took
place. At first it was all
surnames but after a few
minutes it turned out that
Christian names were more
often used. We sat and talked
and smoked for nearly an
hour, then | decided to
unpack that night. | stowed
all my clothes in my locker
and the two drawers and was
told to put my trunk in the
“tonnage space”. That dxin't
mean anything to me so one
fellow showed me the mess-
room from where @ door gave
access to a small hatch where
all the sea chests and trunks
were stowed

After a little more con-
versing during which several
people came in to “have a
chat™, in reality to have a
look at *“‘the new bloke™ and
see what he was like, we
turned in and before | slept |
know | thought how foolish
my former fears were and
how lucky 1 was to get into
such a fine cabin,

When at  6.30 next
morning we were called by an
apprentice, whom afterwards
I found to be the gangway
quartermaster, 1 was too keen
to start, so | forgot all about
the “lie in”" which | had been
told to take and followed the
rest of the people to the
messroom where there was
coffee for everyone. How
welcome was that strong,
warm coffee! When | got on
deck, with my new cap, new
boiler suit and new seaboots,
feeling frightfully happy and
proud, it was still dark. |
remembered very distinctly
that in last night’s convers-
ation | had heard what a

o The first issue of “Durham Log” was printed in 1939.
Because of the war it did not appear again. Here is
a story from that issue. The author is unknown.

Welcome
aboard

regular fire-cater the Bos'un
was, and as we fell in, |
looked for that veteran of the
seas

Yes! That must be him
standing near the Cadet
Captain, staring resolutely at

the faces in front of him,
with his hands behind his
back and his shoulders

slightly haunched and a slight
scowl on his face. | wondered
how fierce he really was? The
Cadet Captain noticed me at
the end of the line and came
across to ask me why | was
up on deck and why not
down below unpacking.

I told him that | had
unpacked the night before
and 1 think he must have
noticed some of the keenness
in my voice for he shrugged
his shoulders and walked off.

He called us to attention
and then we numbered and
dressed by the right and
stood at case again

Then for the first time |
heard that dark, immobile,
stern figure speak. “Peggies”,
the voice said,

1 wondered “What on
carth are ‘Peggies’?” and also

“Am | a "Peggy'?” | thought
it better to stay where | was
and | saw four dark forms
detach themselves from the
two ranks and double away
to the quarters

It was breakfast time when
1 found out what “‘Peggies"”

were; how they waited at
table and  cleaned * the
quarters

Then the Bos'un called out
“Carpenter’s  Mate™ ‘and
another figure doubled off to
the Carpenter’s shop.

Then the Bos'un told a
few seniors to do certain jobs
and finally told about ten
cople, including myself, to
Wash her down™. We went
right aft to the stern where
the Lamp-trimmer about
whom | had heard some
amusing stories was busy
issuing  long-handled scrub-
bing brushes, grumbling as he
served each one.

What a thrill it was to feel
that | was actually a member
of that great ship's company
and doing my part in its
work, however small that part
might have been.

As | watched the darkness
slowly fade away and the sun
come slowly into view shed-
ding its golden rays on the
ships around us and bathing
us in the bright light of day
my heart was full o
happiness and 1 felt that

continued on page 12
11



Cadet training

Instructor

receives award
from MNAOA

A General Cargo Division
officer, 33 year old Peter
Milburn has received the
Griffiths Award for 1972
from the Council of the
Merchant Navy and Airline
Officer's Association

Fhe award is made to a
member of the Association
obtaining the highest marks
in the examination for Extra
Master and Master, It has
been made each year since
1958 and Mr Milburn
received his fre the
Association’s General  Sec
retary, Mr JW Slater, in
April

Peter Milburn is presently
serving in Morvada as a Cadet
Fralaing !nstructor

1 preer in » Merchant
Navy began in September
1956 when he attended a
pre-sea Lraini course at the
School of Nawvigation
Warsash, Southamptc He
was then indentured to The
New Zealand Shippir Co
Ltd and ined on the my
Nottingham, Cornwall and
Otaio, fimishi the last year

of his apprenticeship on the
myv Otaki and Middlesex
uncertificated 4th Officer

In 1961 he studied for and
obtained his 2nd Officer’s
Certificate after attending the
King Edward VIl Nautical
College, London. Mr Milburn
then returmned to the New
Zealand Shipping Co as 3rd
Officer serving on the New
Zealand to Japan trades. In
1963 he attended Sir John
Cass College and obtained his
Ist Mate's Certificate

as

In 1965 he was promoted
to 2nd Officer before again|
attending  Sir  John Cass

College to obtain his Master’s
Certificate in  June 1966

After spending a year as 2nd

Wool
valuer

WwWins

£3,000
tour

Mr John Hewett, a 31 year

old wool valuer with Western |

Livestock Ltd, Perth, has won
this year's OCAL I'rade
Scholarship.

The award, valued at just
over £3,000 was presented in
Syd: y by Mr Eric
McClintock, Chairman of the
Australian Export
Development Council

The principal feature of the

scholarship, sponsored by
Overseas Containers
(Australia) Pty. Ltd., 15 a
six-week study tour of UK
Europe.

Mr Hewett was selected
from five finalists chosen

from several hundred entrants
from trading companies all
over Australia, who each sub-
mitted a paper on “Britain’s

Entry to the Common
Market, The Challenge to
Australia”,

12

Officer on the mv Otaio, he
then beca an Instructional
Officer for about two ye it
which time in May 1969 he
was promoted to Chief
Officer. Mr Milburn
menced his studies for Extra
Master's Certificate at  the
School of Navigation, Tower
Hill in September 1970 and
passed the examination on 6
March 1972
- N\ -

Former BI Chicf Officer,
around the world talking t
yacht, Suhaili. The 32-ft. vacht

Robin Knox
» Orsova’s Bosun, |

comes

Johnsemn, the

the same one

was shipped to the UK from Portugal

Welcome aboard the

Continued from page 11

been
“wash
cabin

have
the
of my

nothing could
better.  After
down”, onc
mates led me to the mess-
room where everyone was
having breakfast. Porridge,
vegelable curry, brown and
white bread and butter and
marmalade and this came
as a great and pleasant
surprise to me for | had read
about the food in some other
ships and how bad it was,

After breakfast | enjoyed
talking in my cabin tll 9
o'clock when the bugle went
and we fell in again on deck
T'his time the Bos'un told one
cabin mate and mysell to
clean the brass on the bridge
We went up there and while
we were busy cleaning the
brass my eyes  eagerly
examined everything that was
in sight

A quarter of the way
through the morning, the
leader of our cabin came up
to the bridge and told me
that the Acting Chief Officer
was waiting to see me on the
Boat Deck. so | followed him

down and found one of the
senior cadets waiting with the
Acting Chief Officer, 1 dud
not take any notice of the
senior apprentice as | was too
worried whether to salute or
not. | decided to salute just
before presenting myself and
then he told me that | was to
be ready to go ashore with
the Captain and as | thou
he said **as soon as possible™ |

hurried off to my cabin to
change, and within fifteen
minutes | was going along

“C" Deck ready to go ashore

As | necared the midship
section a tall cadet with a
rather mournful face came

towards and asked me where
1 was going. | told him that |
was going ashore with the
Captain, and as | told him |
realised that he was the cadet
with the Acting Chief Officer
when he gave me the
instruction to prepare o go
ashore He very curtly
informed that the Acting
Chief Officer had told me to
be ready in three-quarters of
an hour and that 1 wasto get

first man to sail non-stop sir
Il Philip while awaiting the unlog
that took Robin on

home

handed
ng of his
his 10 mont

yage

below and wait till half-past
ten. | descended the ladder
into the quarters feeling
rather miserable and feeling
very Dbitter towards that
senior who had been so
abrupt

While 1| was passing
through the quarters, a cadet
of medium height, but with
the bearing of a senior in his
best uniform, passed me. He
had an amused and rather
derisive smile and
me very doubtfully
wondered if 1 had any right
to be there. Just after | had
passed he called out, “W}
on carth are you doing here

I told him | was a new
apprentice, having just arrived
the night before, and without
saying anything else he
disappeared y into his
cabin and | continued on into
mine thinking that there were
some very queer people on
board! | sat in my cabin till
10.25 and then went along to
the gangway where | stayed
talking to the Quartermaster
I told him | was waiting for

looked at

as if he

tment

Mr Hi

privat
First, Second
arls of Inchcape

Handicraft

cadets
win
prizes

'wo General Cargo
Division engineer cadets
J W Whitfield and A R Alty
have won prizes at Hull

f Technology
Whitfield, at present
Nardana
ol
s award lor

1 the second year of

received
Marine

the best

seIving
Institute

BP

best

the
lanker prize the
student in the second year of
the Marine Engineering
I'echnicians course

won

for

Cadet

“ e
from
our
won

engineer cadets
CFL and a third from
Passenger Division have
prizes at Highbury Technical
College, Portsmouth

Cadet P Lorimer (CFL) has

Two

awarded a £2.50 book

1« for being the most

roved OND first year

cadet and Cadets S Kingdon

(CFL) and S Maxwell have

been awarded a book each for

the best cadets in

mari engineering practice
and instrumentation

rivals

share second prize

Three P & O officers have
won cash prizes in the 1972
of arts and handicraft
competitions organised by

series

the Seafarers Education
Service
Second Engineer Officer

A G Burgess, of the 4 739-ton
Amarna, and Radio Officer
M D Walsh, of the 3 850-ton
Melita two P & O General
Cargo Division officers who
have won prizes in the past
for carving each
gained a joint second prize of
£10, while Navigating Cadet
N C Carlton, now serving on
board the 42 ,000-ton Onana,
received a £5 award in the

wood

photograghic section
Mr Burgess and Mr Walsh

have been the friendliest of
rivals in wood carving for
many years, Earlier, when
they were serving in the same
ship they shared their
knowledge and ideas, learning
from each other, and also
taught y member of the

ship's company who showed
an interest in their hobby

Similar competitions are
being run by the Scafarers
Education Service this year
Full details can be obtained
from Mansbridge House, 207
Balham High Road, London
SWi17

Durham

the Captain, to go ashore and
“sign on'". We talked for
about ten minutes and then a
rather quiet-looking man
came down from the Officers’
quarters and 1 saw the
pangway Quartermaster salute
him and so | did the same
Seeing that 1| made no move
to follow, the Quartermaster
signalled that | was to follow
and from that | realised that
the Captain was waiting for
me. | had not expected this
rather quiet-looking man,
dressed in a brown suit with a
fawn overcoat, brown trilby,
brown shoes and a walking-
stick to be the Captain. |

expected a man dressed in
uniform, a big man with a
weather-beaten  face and a

very forceful look!

I found out later that this
was the Relief Captain, our
permanent  Captain  being
home on leave J

I followed him ashore and
we went to the Agent's
office. 1 found the Relief
Captain to be a man of few
words yet when he did speak

to me he had a very kind
voice and was very pleasant.
At a quarter to twelve we
returned to the ship and | had
my lunch. After lunch |
changed into my boiler suit
again and talked till the bugle
went for Stations at 1 p.m. |
was told to follow one person
and 1 found that my place at
Stations was aft by the stern
thoroughly  enjoyed
heaving in all the ropes and
running about doing various
jobs. 1 found everything was
very interesting, and | was
intrigued with the manner in
which the ship left the dock
so easily and quietly without

any fuss or bother. After
Stations had finished we went
below and washed and

changed and had tea
After tea we played cards

ull the Chief Officer

came
round at 8 o'clock, after
which we all turned in and

after my first day of my new
life | must admit that I DID
feel very tired indeed

Thus ended my first day as
an apprentice K




Praise for Himalaya

Himalaya was chosen by the Yokohama East Lions Club as
the venue for its tenth anniversary party. Nearly 200 memb
attended the event which was given wide coverage b
Japanese newspapers and television. The club's past president,
Mr M Yokoh, said the ship's buffet was “splendid " and none
of the guests had attended a more “de luxe” party. Our
photograph is from a selection taken during the celebrations

rs

won a

Cole of
Reservoir
1 got a mighty big hug
(right) from er husband
after learning she had won a
world cruise for two during

the Australian Women's
Weekly Treasure Hunt cruise
in Arcadia

Entrants indicated where

they thought the ‘treasure
was by puttang
chart, writes Staff Captain R
Ellingham. The
with the exact location was in
the ship's safe and on a
special night this was
compared with those charts
which had come with n
inch square on a secondary
master map. Finally Captain
Blois decided which cross was
nearest to that on the master
copy

Another big event during

4 Cross on i

aster copy

Oriana’s own

newsheet
goes to press

Towards the end of last F Bourne, “The Black and
year Arcadia pipped the rest White Rag"” while F Sloane

of the passenger fleet by proposed “The Dallas
becoming the first cruise liner Times"

to launch its own crew In the end Cadet Regan's
newsheet — “Arkadus”. “Panoriana’’ was chosen and

Now Oriana has jumped on it was he who got the crate of
the bandwagon with a version beer

of its own called Packed with a mixture of
“Panoriana’’. serious news, jokes and

Editor-in-chicf is Captain announcements, “Panoriana’
Anthony Dallas who comes out weekly and

happened to be in command already is being claimed a big
of Arcadia when “Arkadus” success.
got off the ground. But most [

Ltiiw Oronsay holds party for 50 orphans
p——

and Keith Broadway, ex BRS
in Arcadia.

To find a name for this
latest publication, everyone |
was asked to “‘have a go”', the
reward being a crate of beer,

| A letter sent to the editor
| last month by Welfare
Leading Hand F W Willgress
of Oronsay began with an
apology — “Afraid this is like
su’:ghccsﬁons p\:tcrc[orwmﬂian‘{ l-‘altl‘cr Christmas, a trifle
McGilvray suggested “The | 1at¢” ; P
Sunday Chittie”, L Eaton To be precise it was four
said “The Elizabethan Echo”,| Months late but nevertheless
% *| it was good to learn that on
27 December 50 Fijian
. orphans were treated to a
congfatlllatmlls Christmas party by the crew
of Oronsay and had the
to U SN time of their lives,
At short notice, says Mr
Chief Ofiicer Brian Mavity | Willgress, £80 was collected
and his wife, Incke, on the| from the crew and invitations
birth of a son Nicholas| sent to the Dilikusha Girls
Jeremy on 26 February. Home and the St
Christopher’s Orphanage in
|2 When d d
David  Edgell, Agency en the great day armve
Services = l)cpnrlfucnl. a bus carrying 40 girls and 10
Southampton and his wife, boys arrived at the ship where
Kay, on the birth of their|they — were greeted by
second daughter, Michelle | volunteers. ;
Joy, on 27 March. First  item on  their
programme was a cartoon
film show followed by a tour
Staff  Officer  Michael| of the ship.
Bechley, Nevasa and Miss| Then the youngsters sat
Anne Forbes of Bearsden,| down to a tea party — and in
Glasgow on their engagement| next to no time, says Mr
on 3 May. Willgress, the Christmas cake

SEE A e s e
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the “Cherry Blossom™ cruise

The hug that
says we've

world cruise

was the presentation 1o
Arcadia of two complete sets
of Pioneer recording equig
ment by the comps
sentative, Mr Sanijc

Each set comprises a tape

repre

o(below)

deck gram ded

speakers and an
and Captain Ellingh
received the gifts or
the ship, says |
extend enormously the scope
on board for discos 5

concerts and the like
our photograph wat
presentation 15 ertam
ments  Office Les  Hunt
while in the foreground are
Hostess Laura Browne and
Disc Jockey/Hostess Barbara
Croley

Qur other picture shows
Captain  Blois receiving a
bouquet from the Nagasaki
princesses  during  Arcadia’s
stop-over at that port

and dainty pastries dis-
appeared

Needless to say, Father
Christmas (alias Chief Officer
Lee) put in an appearance
and presented each of the
youngsters with a present
The following day Matron
Gwen Davey of the Dilikusha
Girls Home wrote the
following letter to Oronsay

“This little note brings to
you the very sincere thanks
of the staff and children of
Dilikusha Home for the very
wonderful party you gave
them.

To all the staff members
who showed the films,
prepared and served the tea,
who looked after the small
ones and of course to Father
Christmas who did a
magnificent job we say a
very big thank you. | know
you all gave up your free time
to the children and we do
appreciate it,

This was the only real party
and the only time the
children saw Father
Christmas thas year.

Our very best wishes to you
all for the coming year and a
good trip home to UK",

The orphans bid farewell to Oronsay after the party.

.



E&A Delivere

clipper bow

The Somerset (962 tons) was one of the first ships built din

for the
May 1874, she was fully rigged Her graceful hu
which distinguished E & A ships for many years. Compound engin
service speed of more than 12 knots. Somerset was replaced in 1880 a
owners with whom she gave many more years' service in Eastern waters

fleet.

on both masts

nd sold to S

In 1874 the E & A Company placed orders with Glasgow shipyards for three modern design
ships, far ahead of anything else on the Australian/Japan run at that time. Among them was
the Brishane, a 1503 ton steamer, fully rigged on both masts, easily distinguished by a large
deckhouse amidships and aft. The Brisbane first sailed into Australian waters in February
1875. Brisbane had powerful compound eng 50 nhp providing a service speed of 13

¢s of 2

Tea races and
pirates-but

T'he history of The Eastern
and Australian Steamship
Company which last month
celebrated its centenary is a
story of contrasts

It story pioneer
shipping through uncharted
waters; of early setbacks and
sheer determination and at
times heroism; a story of
development not only of a
shipping company but of
Australia; of the mysteries of
the ancient cultures of Asia
entwined with the vigour and
fortitude of an emerging
nation; of the “tea races”
between China and Australia;
and even pirates

It began on April 18, 1873
with the signing of an
agreement between the
Queensland Government and
four men James Guthrie of
Singapore, James Henderson

is a of

of Sydney William
Mactaggart of London and
Paul Frederick Tidman of

Batavia

The four men, proprietors
of what was then called The
Eastern and Australian Mail
Steam Company contracted
to carry Her Majesty's mails
between Singapore, Batavia,

The day
went to

In recent years, the
ships of the E & A fleet
have gone to the aid of
ral vessels in
distress and saved many
lives while steaming in
Eastern waters

The E & A cargo ship
Nellore saved 52 crew
members of the tanker
Neritopsis in 1956
when the tanker sank
[ the Philippine

One man, the
carpenter aboard Neri-
topsis, was lost

se

Twelve months later
the E & A freighter
Arafura went to the aid
of a small (fishing
sampan while on a
voyage from Kobe to
Hong Kong.

At 130 pm. on
Wednesday, June S,
1957 as Arafura passed
the sampan its six
occupants waved and
appeared to be in
trouble. Arafura was
put about and stopped
close to the little craft.

Through an inter-
preter aboard Arafura,
the ship learned that
the sampan was bound
for Swatow. Its rudder
supports and mast step
had been carried away.

Today the 14,000 ton Chitral, one of the “twins" of the
E & A fleet, operates a service between Australia and the
East. Once a month, Chitral or her sistership Cathay, sails
from Melbourne for a seven week voyage to Sydney,
Brisbane, Port Moresby, Manila, Hong Kong, Keelung, Kobe,
Yokohama, Guam and Rabaul, thence back 1o the three
Australian ports. Each ship can carry 274 passengers and
6,000 tons of cargo.

of a tanker

Nellore
the aid

lifted the
» its decks.

The
little

two hours,

water

took

operatior
more than
On
quick

another
action

occasion
by the
Captain and crew of
Cathay saved the lives
of six Japanese sailors
when their freighter
Yasutaka Maru sank off
Shikoku, Japan in
August 1971

Captain
Mackie  was
Cathay from Keelung
to Kobe when the
481-ton freighter was
sighted.

“The freighter, about
five miles to port, was
listing  badly” said
Captain Mackie hen
we approached we saw
the ship was flying a
distress flag. The crew
had abandoned ship
and were in an inflated
rubber raft.”

A lifeboat was
lowered from Cathay
and all the Japanese
crew were rescued. The
freighter sank soon
afterwards,

Norman
taking

14

Sourabaya. Somerset, Card-
well, Bowen, Gladstone,
Brisbane and Sydney.

By the early 1870's
development in Eastern
Australia resulted in the need
mail

for more regular
communication with Britain
By the time the P & O ships

reached Sydney and Brisbane,
having come southabout from
Ceylon and Fremantle, there
was considerable delay in the
delivery of mails,

The solution lay the
establishment of a connecting
service whereby the mail for
Queensland ports and Sydney
could be transferred at
Singapore from the outward
bound P & O ships to the Far
East and taken by the
northabout route to Australia
n a fortnightly basis.

Early
success
The early success of the

E & A enterprise can best be
gauged from the fact that in
1874 the route was extended
to the Philippines and Hong
Kong and also Melboumne,
and by 1880 China and Japan
were included

The first voyage for E & A
was made by the Sun Foo
(890 tons) which sailed from
gapore in November 1873,
riving in Brisbane and
Sydney the following month

The Sun Foo was
destined to have a long care
with E&A she was
wrecked on an island south of

as

Hong Kong in N h 1874,
nately with loss of
The E & A route within the
Barrier Reef and through
lTorres Strait abounded in
ds for those early ships.

Although it is the
weather route, naviga

fair
10n aids

of any description were
practically non-existent and
ships had to chor at

nightfall and resume passage
at daylight

First
report

The Captain of Sun Foo in
his first voyage report in fact
submitted a list of lights and
beacons for placing in the
Barrier Reef, of which stretch
of water he commented

“l may be permitted to
remark that it will always
commend itself as the whole
voyage is executed in fine
weather and smooth waters,
more resembling river
pilotage than sea navigation.”

The E & A captains who
followed played an important
role in charting the seas,
abounding in coral reef,
which led to the provision of
navigation aids. The
Queensland Coast and Torres
Strait  Pilot Service was

- E & A coped
with them all

formed not many years after
E & A opened its service and
a close relationship has
always existed between the
two.

The early years of the
company's  history  were
marred by the loss of a
number of ships which
prompted a Melbourne
newspaper to express the
hope that these setbacks

would not discourage the new
company

However, as one historian
has observed “the E & A was
made of sterner stuff”, The
first two ships. built for the
company Somerset and
Normanby were delivered in
May and July 1874 and plans
for building newer and better
ships went ahead

In 1878

the Menmuir, a
ship of 1940 gross tons,
whose straight stem broke

with the traditional sweeping

the E &

for many years, was delivered

to the company.

The early ships of the
E&A had more than
average speed, a feature due
partly to the fact that they
carried the mails but also to
the annual contest to get the
first of the new season's tea
to the Australian markets in
Sydney and Melbourne

Proved her

speed

Menmuir  whose engines
were quadrupled in 1889
proved her speed time and

time again in these great ‘tea
races’. In order that the two
Australian ports have equal
opportunity in the markets
the Melbourne steamer was
despatched from Hong Kong
two days before the steamer
with tea bound for Sydney.

During one memorable race
Menmuir's rival was the
Melbourne steamer Killarney.
Menmuir left two days after
Killarney and during the
voyage south neither steamer
sighted the other,

However, not only did
Menmuir arrive in Sydney
ahead of schedule but she did
the trip in such short time her
passengers who caught the
express train to Melbourne
from Sydney on the day of
her arrival, were waiting on
the wharf in Melbourne to see
the Killamey berth . . . to the
amazement of the ship’s
company.

In 1880 the company was
renamed The Eastern and
Australian Steamship Com-
pany Limited, the title which
it has retained to this present
day, and new larger ships
were ordered to cope with
the changing patterns of its
services, now no longer subject
to the restrictions placed on
it by the conditions of the
mail contract.

Seafaring in the 1880s was
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not always without drama
On one voyage the Bowen
(1509 tons) left Hong Kong
for Singapore and after
departure the Captain heard
that a number of pirates had
infiltrated on board as
passengers with the intention
of taking over the ship after a
mid-ocean rendezvous with
two pirate junks.

However, the pirates were
quickly separated from the
passengers. As expected the
two pirate junks were lying in
wait and the Bowen passed
between them but at two
knots above her designed
speed and she left them in her
wake.

In the early 1890s the
company suffered, in
common with others, in a
period of economic

depression and reduced its
fleet in keeping with this. At
the same time it had to meet
some stiff competition from
other lines in the trade.

However, the crisis was
overcome and another
building programme  was
undertaken. Development

continued until the outbreak
of war in 1914. After World
War | the company was
bought by P& O and new
ships entered the fleet,

Such names as Tanda,
Nellore and Nankin became
household words in the Far
East trade. During World War

I these three ships,
comprising the entire fleet,
were lost,

Nankin was captured by a
German raider in the South
Indian Ocean on May 5, 1942
and the remaining two ships
continued in the Indian trade
for two years without
incident until both were
torpedoed and sunk within
17 days of each other.

First victim was Nellore
which was attacked when

The

> 2

Doxford and Sons of Suthe

outward bound from Bombay
to Australia on June 29,
1944, Seventeen days later
Tanda was lost

Tanda was struck amidships
and was gone within IS5
minutes. The three radio
officers, fully aware the ship
was sinking, stayed at their
posts and went down with
their ship. They sacrificed
themselves to get the distress
message out

The E&A resumed
activities in 1946 with the
purchase of two fast cargo

liner type of steam Empire
Joy and Empire Dynasty
which were renamed Nellore
and Eastern

Both ships were well
equipped to handle the heavy
lift cargoes of the post-war
trade with their own
equipment. Most cargoes of
the late 1940s were made up
of the disposal of vehicles and
machinery from island ports

which had almost no port
facilities.
In 1947 an American

“victory” class ship renamed
Nankin joined the others. The
three ships established E & A
once again in the Far East
Trade.

The Arafura was added to
the fleet in 1954 and at that
stage, E & A maintained two
broad services — one a direct
service to Japan, the other to
the Philippines, Hong Kong,
laiwan and North Borneo

A passenger ship Aramac,
was acquired in 1965

With the advent of
containensation in the
Australia/Japan trade in

1970, E & A played a major
role in establishing the
Australia Japan Container
Line (AJCL). The company
disposed of its conventional
ships which had been engaged
in the Japan trade and by
September 1970 two vessels

' 338 ton Guthrie was built for the E & A

leet b
leet by

fleet in

d and joined the

remained Cathay (which
had replaced Aramac in 1969
and Arawatta

Cathay's sistership Chitral

replaced Arawatta later in
1970
AJCL was formed as a

consortium with E&A
responsible for preparing the

container ships for service
E & A was also responsible, as
it still is today, for the
manning and operation of the
ships, with the trade
requirements being handled
by AJCL

The first ship in the AJCL
fleet was the Arafura, a name
long associated with the
E & A Line. The first Arafura
was with the E& A fleet
from 1920 to 1930.

The second Arafura was
delivered to E & A in 1954
the first vessel specially built
for the line in more than 40
years, She was renamed
l'anda in 1970 and the name
Arafura passed to AJCL’s
first container ship being
built in Japan.

Apart from its close links
with the modern AJCL
container fleet, E & A today
operates a regular service
between Australia and the
Far East with its smart, white
ships Cathay and Chitral

The 14,000 ton ships can

accommodate 274 passengers
and carry 6000 tons of
Cargo

Once a month ceither

Cathay or Chitral sails from
Melbourne, Sydney and
Brisbane for a round voyage
calling at Port Moresby,
Manila, Hong Kong, Keelung,
Kobe, Yokohama, Guam and
Rabaul

And at the masthead the
twin, yacht-like vessels fly the
E & A flag which has been
carried proudly in the trade
between Australia and the
East for 100 years

“Yacht * wrote Lord

Northeli

onaire

on a scale

multi-mi
t Albans

[ his voy:

| joined

In 1878 the
E& A fleet

1,980 ton Menmuir built by Doxford of Sunderl the ever growing

The interior of an E & A ship of the late 1920s.

The 14,000 ton Cathay, sister ship of the Chitral
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year search for a
mascot Lo grace

I'he three
blue monkey
‘ ‘ Oriana’s Mc ey Bar is over
thanks to Mrs Sylvia Reilly

of Auckland, New Zealand
Mrs Reilly her

husband, J t I

first-ever cruise las ar and

had such a wonderful time
that they wanted to show
their thanks in some special
way
|  When Mrs Reilly read that
| the hunt was on for a toy
blue monkey she set

I'he task v

without certain di
such as not being abl

blue fur fabric

a toy monk

were overg
Blue'
charming was

Oriana on 31
and stopov

Dr. Barnard's

“Sylla Blue™ aboard, Deputy
Catering Purser John Bonham

!
‘ made one
|

fhrtatious

presented to
March during

- accepted  the mascot on
dau hter wins B pe e S
persuaded  Mrs  Reilly to
sample the exclusive Blue
Monkey cocktail which
- - ironically she had not drunk
Orlana crulse on her cruise, Mr Peter
Cunningham, New Zealand
Passenger Manager, was also
present at the ceremony.
A cruise in Oriana, & new days before flying on to| The Monkey Bar was
Chevrolet car, a diamond ring Europe | originally named for the five
and about £500 were the “I expect to meet up with | drawings, “Monkeys and mirror in the bar. Then,
prizes 22 year old Deidre my father in Rome™, said | Foliage™ by Margaret monkey fever began!
Barnard won for shedding 40 Deidre. “*No doubt I'll be able | Pearson, which hang on the Passengers who had made
Ibs in a slimming contest to baby sit for their | wall opposite the bar many friends in the ‘swinging’
Deidre, daughter of South 15-months’ old daughter.” | A few years ago, one of the bar brought gifts of toy
African  heart transplant Our  photograph  shows | bar stewards presented the monkeys green, red and
surgeon, Dr Christian Deidre on board Oriana in |ship with a set of brass orange fluffy ones, felt
Barnard, tipped the scales at  Auckland 'nmnkc)\ to swing from the monkeys and cane monkeys
13.3 when she entered the
contest, organised by a South [y - n 3 X A
African newspaper. It took |
her eight weeks to lose 40 1bs | Re f lts e n d WI t h
and thus carry off the top
prize. . T 2 . — -
A graduate of South o " % g ’;g X '
Africa’s Stellenbosch Univer- e ™ B "

sity, school-teacher Deidre 1s
a former member of South
Africa’s water-skiing team. At
home, she lives with her|
mother and brother but still |
sees. a lot of her famous|
father, who re-married in|
1971. |

I get on very well with my |
father's wife, who inci- |
dentally, is a month younger |

than | am", said Deidre.
A regular P& O cruiser,
Deidre left Oriana at Los|

Angeles, where she was guest |
of a film company for lhrcr[
\
|
{

Chusan
sold

The 24000 grt passenger
line Chusan which finished |
her active service with P & O |
in April this year has been |
sold to breakers in Taiwan,

Built by Vickers Armstrong
in 1950 Chusan was the first
liner in the world to be fitted
with anti-roll stabilisers.

She pioneered P & O's first
continental cruising operation
from Amsterdam in 1968 as
well as the first programme of
cruises based on the South
African ports of Cape Town
and Durban.
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A group of guests pictured during the end of refit celebrations.

Edited and compiled by Information and Public R i |l

celebration

At last they’'ve got
a mascot for the
Oriana Monkey Bar

Mrs Sylvia Reilly presents

to sit jauntily on cocktail Syiiz Blue to Oriana’s Depury
bul‘llc\ Catering Purser, John

The head barman created 3  gonham. Peter Cunningham,
special cocktail only tobe pg 0 New Zealand

made on board Oriana - and
named it the ‘Blue Monkey’

But no blue monkey was to
be found - until now

Passenger Manager is at left

Uganda’s Second Officer, C Blake

(left)
Electrician, A Malcolm in a scene from the ship’s cabaret act.

and Senior

- Officers and petty officers from our two educational cruise
liners celebrated the completion of the yearly refit of both
ships by throwing a party on board Uganda.

T'he refits were carried out in Malta and a number of Royal
Naval officers from the island were invited along with their
wives,

Music for d_-.mcmg was provided by musicians from Uganda
and the ship’s cabaret delighted all with a performance of
their well known act.

P & O Building Leadenhall Street, London ECIV 4QL
Editor: Norman Caroll M.AE.I.
Printed by Colibri Press Ltd., London E8

Division

L




